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To the Vertuous and H9- - 
nourable L a » r, 


TheLadY KATH; PYHITE. 


MADAM, 

2 ERXAO wonder if x complaint 
I ® falling from your mouth, 
if? RUG that you found the confide + 

DIRT ration of Heaven dry, and 


knew wot how to frame a contentſome 


| thought of it, was able to ſet a dull 


wit on work, and make an inſipid pe 
diftill milk and honey: for it is you that 
do #t, Arcept therefore theſe nine drops 


* of oxl;which the fervanr of your deftre 


has extrafted from a hard Flint. But 


| [maſt advertiſe you, they ſtill recein 


their ftony natere;and unleſſe you apply 
the ſame fire, according to the Rules 
A 3 of 


The Epiſlle 
of eAlchimy, beginning with a ſoft 


and gentle heat, and proceeding with 
a conſtant encreaſe ; they will neither 
render their ſweetnefſe to your ſenſe, 
yor their balſamick vertue to your (ub- 
ſtazce. For ( Madam ) in the peru- 
ſall of theſe Diſcourſes, you will eaſ# 
ly find the beſt method to be, firft qui- 


etly toread them, ſeeking no farther 
then onely to underſtand, and after- 


wards by more ſerious thoughts to im=- 
print and ſink_them deep into your af- I 
not forc'd impetuoſities of your will, \ 
upon a conceit that you are rapt to ſu- | 
pernaturall and unintelligible heights; 


feftions. By (erious thoughts, [ mean 


but onely ſuch refleftions as the care 


of friends, of children, or houſhold af- 
faires ( where your help is required ) 
' wſe to ſtirre in you : for theſe are natu» | 


rall and free, and ( apply'd to what 


onght to be onr greateſt care ) work, 


thoſe ſolid wvertues which make 4 


true Chriſtian life the principal ains | 


of I 
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| and the principall wiſh to your Lady * 
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Dedicatory; 


of all our deſires and endeavonrs , 


| ſo of, 


Frem Paris this 1. 


of Sept, I653, 
MAD 


A M, 


Your moſt affeRienate 
Brother and humble 


Servants 


TrHo;: WHITE, 


A 3 


Th' eAd- 


Th* Adareſſe ts Englifh 


CarnuOLlLICKS, 


23JTJ) Ehold that rich Comfort, 
fy whereof in yain you court 

SP and ſcramble to retriye the 
24 lcaft Drop below in this 
your Noyetcall countrey ; behold ir 
here familiarly ſtoop'd ro woo your 
lips from Supernall Jeruſalem , the 
true and free Mother of us all. The 
greedy thirſt of One ( now inebria- 
ted aboye) obtain'd for Her ſelf ſome 


-, 
Aran 


yeares ſince this Elixir ; which the -] 


choaking neceſſity of thele hot Times 
has at length difloly'd into a charita » 


ble diffugon of it ſelf ro the wide 
, world. 


PN 
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* world. Drink you, dear Friends, jovi- 
ally of it ; ( the deeper the ſweeter; ) 
! without fear of exceſſe, which will 
1. ſurelyeſt render it a calm Lerhe to 
/- your ſufferings here, and make wi- 
der paſſage and room in you for that 
Torrent of Pleaſare, \t earneſt's here» 
after. 

And though this cheering Cup 
be proper for you alone, ( the happi- 
ly enrolled Gueſts, already ſweatin 

| Intberoyal way to the future Fea#7; 
/ yetisirnot rudg'd,nor wil't,] hope, 
” beunprofitable to thoſe many others 
” (iovited too) your hapleſſe Coun- 
try-men, Who either ramble through 
by- Lanes, miſerably ering, or lie in 
the Hedges timorouſly watching, or 
lazily ſleeping ,” whilit { alas ) they 
pretend your Errand : fince, it's bo- 
{ome Deſign and choice Vertue is 
contriy'd to rouſe and rally the Spi- 
rits, and inyeigling the Taſt, to beget 
and ſharpen the Appetite ; which 
=. thus, 


thus, perhaps, alarm'd, might pro» 
yoke a ſollicitude, and compel/ ow 
too to come in that our dread Kings 


 bouſe may be full. 
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A CONTEMPLATION 


| Between the Soul and Light. 
T he firſt diſcourſe. 


Light. Why doſt thou moane fo 


pittifally? Caſt thine eyes upon the Al- 
mighty, who hath fo often comforted, 
and (Ull ſurely contiaues his affiſtance 
to thee. 

Soul. Why do I moan, to whom 
there is left neither reſt in this 'world,: 
nor hope in the next? here I do nothing 

A 5 but - 
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2 A Contemplation 


but offend my God, and there what 
can I » but a jult Judge of my 
perperua offences ? = 

Light. Why do you offend him ſo 
often ? 

Soul, Alas | T do what Ican,T am 
in continuall watchfulnefſe over my 
ſelf» -I am alwayes making Examens 
of my Conſcience,barT find noendzno 
amendment. My thoughts prevent my 
care, and 11 deſpite of me, draw me to 


 treſpaſſe;whule(t I am ſo'tcitous of one, 


another eſcapes ; and thus I live a tor- 
tured life, ever ſeeking Innocenceand 
that (ill lying me. 

Light, And do you think God 
Is difStealed ſo highly with you your 
felf ufing all this care and diligence ? 
; Soph. How can w _ I offend- 
ing him ſo perperually ? 

Light. Do you hurt htm, when you 
offend him? 

Soul. No, my good does him no 
good , nor can my malice do him 
wy harm , yet I offend and avger 

im- 

Light, Do you then belicye he is in 

heart 


- - 
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of Heaven, 7 
heart yext and griev'dz as we ar%when 
we are angry ? 

Soxl. Not fo neither, for then he 
receiy'd harm and were mutable, ance 
this boiling of anger in us 18a great 
milchief. 

Light. Why, take away this, and 
anger is nothing but a will to puniſh 
you; and can you think God hath fuch 
a will ? no juſt man,no good natur'd 
Creature is delighted in puniſhment, 
much lefle Almighty God. 

Soul. Why are wethen perpetually 
frighted with Hell for great faults, and 
Purgatory for leflex ones, which two 
continually hang over my head, in a 
dreadtull manner threatning and tor- 
menting me ? : 

Light. Though Almighty God be 
not defirous to puniſh, yet he were not 
fo good as your l{eif would wiſh himy 
if, ſee1ng your own miſcarriage would 
lead you togreat torments, he did not 
foretell youof themzand ule all meanes 
apt to hinder you from falling into 
them : hence therefore he forbids thoſe 
a&ions, by which you draw upon ” 

UC 


4 A Contemplation 
-..fach miſchiefs, he denounces thoſe miſ- 
 chietsif you abſtain not from ſuch a- 
Cons, he promiſes infinite rewards if 
you obſerve what he preſcribes you; 
which are the wayesto deal with Men, 
as Men. | 

Soul. This comes but another way 
tothe ſame point ; for (till thoſe ter- 
rours hang upon mezand the ſame care- 
fulnefle is neceſlary tome; and conſe- 
quently the ſame torment in this life, 
and deſperation of that to come. 
Light. Wfyouare reloly'd of thisy 
that (1n offendsnot God, farther then 
as it diſorders your ſelf, you ſee your 
care mult bechang'd, and your ſolici- 
touſneſſe 1n a&ts of Pennance and 
Mornufication to fatisfie for your fins, 
mult be principally apply'd in correCt- 
ing your diſorder , and ſetling your 


; heart and affections in a due way and 


poyze; which will be your belt means to 

take away the horrour of Hell and 

Purgatory ſo much afflicting you. 
Soul. What mult I do to redreſſe 

the diſorder of my foul ? or wherein 

confilts the due ordering of it ? 

Lizbt. 
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| Light. A Soul is that by which 
> Mancxcelsallother Creatures;this we 
ſee to be by knowledge and govern= 
ment of himſelf : by knowledge there- 
' fore the Soul 1s then in good order, 
| when it truly knowes all things be- 
| longing to the government of Mans 
| life, andgoyerns the Man according 
to that knowledge. 

Soul. Why this is but nature,where- 
asSto go to Heaven, 'tis neceſlary we 
walke in a f{upernaturall Path, much 
contrary to nature ; wherefore ſure this 
% cannot be right. 
f® Light.Therearetwothingsin Man 

which are call'd Natere; one Reaſon, 
; Which truly 1s his Nature, ruling all us 
' actions as he1s Many and diſtinguiſh- 


ing him from Beaſts. The other 1s this. 
frame of our Materiall Inſtruments) 
which we call our Body, conſiſting of | 
Motion, of Blood and Spirits, which || 

| hayea courſeinusſo depending from 
' other caulcs, that nevertheleſle a great 
part 15 11 our power. Of theſe two Na- 
tures, Reaſon often contradidts the In» 
terioury and therefore Grace and our 

| | ſuper- 


6 [AT ontemplation 


_ Fepernaturall way muſt do the fame: 


Whereas for Reaſon , Grace neyer 
contradicts UK, bht emdes it . and 
ſhewes it that many things ( which 
otherwite itt would never have at- 
tain'd to) are very reaſonable, and 
by force of reaſon 1t ſelf ought to be 
enacted and put 1n execution. For our 
{upernaturall life is like a Graft,which 
though icbear a better frun then the 
Stock, yet can it bring forth nothing 
butby means of that, and 1 the ſeaſon 
wherein the Stock of it ſelf flouriſhes. 

Soul. Then I mult employ my tre 
in gaining knowledges and govern- 
ing my ſelf according to it ; but what 
ſhould Itcek toknow ? 

Light. Your enquiry may te fully 
ſatisfied, if you confine your ſearch to 
theſe two Heads » Tolearn the things 
that concerne you 1n the next lifewhich 
are chiefly, Heaven and Hell ; m 
Heaven Icomprehend all that belongs 
to Almighty God, as well to his God- 
head as his Humanity : And ſecondly, 
to ſtudy what in this life imports youz 
which is the real yaluation of thoſe 

| > 


of Heaven. oy 
motives that govern mankind here, 
and the true and ſtraight way that 
leads to blifle hereafter. 

Soul. Surely this cannot chuſe but 
be a pleaſant and deltghtfome Method: 
For what moreplealantthen to know, 
eſpccially ſuch truths as molt are 1gno- 
rant of? what moredelightlome, then 
to enjoy a clear ſerenity of mind, free 
from thoſe errours we tee our Netgh- 
bours tofled and turmoyFd in ? But a= 
bove all, what can be ſo raviſhings as 
to under{tand we are in the dire& path 
towards thoſe great felicities promiſed 
us 1n the next life ? 

Light. 1f you take the right courfe 
and ply it diltgently,you ſhall(inftead 
of that anxious and troubleſome wa 
you walk )pofleffe all this pleafure and 
much more, whereof, as yetz you hays 
no feeling : nay ( which you little | 
think ) your whole purſuit ſhall be af- 
ter pleaſt'resz and thofe the higheſt this 
life can afford. For, fince Reaſon is 
our Nature ( which hath the greateſt 
ſtroak in all our ations ) and what- 
eyer 1s conformable to Naturezthe more 


poW® 
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-poWerfull Nature is, the more pleaſant 


that mult be ; it follows, the pleaſures 
of Reaſon aregreater far then thoſe of 
Senſe.Now Grace being but an height- 
ening of Reaſor, what 1s conformable 
to Grace mult be {till more pleaſing to 
Nature. 

Soul. I can eaſily apprehend the 
Contemplation of Heaven mult be full 
of pleaſure, eſpecially if the Contem- 


_ platourfindes 1n himſelf hopes of at- 


taining thither : but T know not how 
the dreadfull confideration of Hell and 
Death and Judgement ſhould be plea- 
ſing, being of themſclyes {uch fright- 
full things, _ 

Light. Asforthoſe fearfull obje&s, 
you need not trouble your felf yet, if 
you find the conſiderations of Heayen 
take hold of your Soul, which ( when 
they are once ſettled and well poſſcfl'd 
of your heart ) will alone 1o entertain 
and fill yous that you will be free and 
ſecure from the irkſomeneſle of other 
apprehenſions: but you muſt firſt triye 
to be in love with heaven and heayen- 
ly things 1f poſſibly you can» 


Souls 
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Soul, I conftefle, hitherto my con= 
fiderations have been yery dry, I not 
being able to make. any apprehenſion 
of what pleaſure can poſſibly be found, 
where all that giyes us content here 
will be wanting» 


T he ſecond diſcourſe, 


| Light, Now if you were ſure to 


find there the ſame plea- 
ſyres you enjoy here, in this only 
changed, that what eyer makes them 
ſhortnoyſome;tedious, or allayes them 
here with any other hy pomp we. 1s 
not there to be found) ſo that the Pp ea= 
ſure 1s theve rows cojary more as 
perpetuall,and neyer cloying;youmuſlts 
of neceſſity, make a good apprehenſion 
of a deſirable place, and loyely endto 
aim at. | 
Soul. Tt you can make me ſee this,I 
hope I ſhall be better affeted to Hea= 
ven » & thatwith a naturall tye.Where- 
aSnow1 force my ſelf to loyea thing, 


| which I cannot underſtand what it 18+ 
' * Light.Well then, do you take plea- 


ſure 
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fure in company of fnends with whom 

you can befree ? CER II 
Sorel. Very much, eſpecially if their 

diſcourte be ſuch- as goes down with 

fome {martneſie and delight. 


Light. At leaſt then there's one | 


pleaturein heaven which you can re- 
liſh : for friends and acquaintance you 
cannot wanttherezall that are in Hea- 
ven knowing all, being farwliar with 
alt, and tors, ano lying open toall ; 


 fothat what delight you can imagine 


1m converfation, you ſhall haye there 


a thouſand fold multiplied aboye what | 


it 15 here. 

Sozel. But that which pleaſes me 
here, 15 tobe with a friend 1n a corner, 
whereno body may hear our di{courle; 
for x would be a great annoyance to 


have any one partaker of our ſecrets. + 
Light, And why ( it you have re- | 


fleed upon it)is it troubletome to haye 
oyerhearers of your difcourtc ? 
Soxl, Becaule ſome would laugh at 


my tollyes or imperfeQtions, and jeere ©} 


at my conceits, different from theirs ; 
othas would carry tales at:road, and 
make 


- _ 


of Heaven. It 


make a bufinefle of nothing;othersare 
indifcreet z and altogether unable to - 
eve me either adyice or comfort, but 
talk nonfenſe, and rather trouble me 


* then dome good. 


Light. Then if the company were 
fuch, that from eyery one you could 
promiſe your ſelf all refpect, love, pru- 
dence, and fuch parts as ſhould be fit 
to1mproye & heighten the content you 
aimed at ; the plurality of thofte with 
ou OP _ rather 
re your piealure,tnen any Way * 
| mia Its Y 

Soxl. *Fis true, but Icannot con- 
cerye,if the company be greater then a 
certain proportton , which by inter- 
change may (il keep life 1m thedif- 
courte, but that the converſation muſt 
either be hindied, by many ſpeaking at 
once, or dul}, by one party's ſpeaking 
{o teldome. 

_ Light. But, on the contrary,if you 
did apprehend the whole multitude 
- without intermiſſion ſpeaking toge- 
ther, and that hethat ſpeaks, perfe&tly 
underſtood all the relt, and himſelf ,t 
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ſo wereperfe&tly underſtood by every 
one ; ſothateach continually decla- 
red his own mind without the leaft im- 
pediment to underſtand perfe&ly at the 
{ame time what all others ſaid ; and 
this not onely to himſelf, but any one 
to any other : do you not ſee what the 
proportion of content by ſuch diſcourſe 
would be tothe ſatisfaction you find 
here,when you are in the fulleſt carcere 
of joy that ever you experimented, or 
can wiſh, or eyen imagine, according 
. tothe courſe of our converſation ? 

Soul. Ifthis were true, I ſee an ex- 
treme increaſe of pleaſure in Heaven) 
over the greatelt our Nature is capable 
of here -' but withall, 1 ſee it is impoſſ1- 
ble men ſhould hear and underſtand 
ſo many perſons together, and ſpeak 
to them all in exchange. 

Light. 1confeſſe this is hard tobe 
beliey'd by one that hath not yet reach= 
ed to the nature of a Spirit - but he that 
could conceive all this we' call Body, 
and diffuſion of bigneſſe and parts, 
mult of neceſſity be relum'd in thein- 


diviſible thing we call a Spirit, ( to Fhat 
a 
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all the nmaginable operations of ma- 
teriall ſubſtances can never arrive to C- 
quall the aEtivity of the leaſt Spirit ) he 
would eafily allow itthis priviledge of 
being capableto do as much as a thou- 
{and tongues, and athouſand cares at 
once. But 'tis not my tasknow to C- 
vince a poſlibilityy only to exact a be- 
lief of this opinions and upon ſuppo- 
{al of itstruth, ſhew you how inhnite- 
ly greater the content in Heayen mult 
neceſſarily be, then the higheſt pleaſure 
this world can afford. 

Soul. But unlefle Italk of ſuch per- 
{ons and things, as both my ſelf and; 
they with whom I converſe,.know and 
areacquainred with the circumſtances 

+ of eyerypaſlage, the converſation 1s 
dry and unpleafing- Now here they 
are very few, who have knowledge of 
the ſame particulars that I have ; for 
their number 1s confin'd to fuch as I 
live withall; and.-I know not whether 
I can expectto meet many of them 1n 
heavens the {traitnefle of the way and 
the paucity of the enterers being to of- 
ten and ſo (trongly inculcated to us. 

Light, 


I4 A C onteniplation 


Light. It werea very hard queſtion | 


to determine the number of thoie that 
o'to heaven, and at this time would 
wyert our diſcourſe: only this I will 
{ayy that the paucity of the blefled may 
well ftand with this truth, that many 
of ſuch Chriſtians as live innocently 


in the world are faved- Wherefore I -|: 


fcar not but you may haye enough to 
converſe with , who are acquainted 
withthe particulars your ſelf are. But 
what wall you think,if eyery one hath 
. as clearea ſight of all your circumſtan- 
cesy as your own heart? for it were a 
great ſimplicity to imagine the Soul, 
abſtracted from the Body, hath no 
means toknow things without nfince 
m the Bedy ithath ; and, if it be fur- 
niſht with any means, it is notpoſſ- 
ble but it ſhould know whatever it 
pleaſes. But ( as I ſaid before ) the 
proof of theſe things 1s to be ſought 
elſewhere : hereweare onely'to confi- 
der how greatand full the pleaſure of 
a bleſſed Soul 1s, theſe things being ſo 

as I have declared. 
Soul, I muſt confefle you haye now 
made 
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made Heaven a tra&table thing to me - 
for by theſe conſiderations, I do not 
onely find a common apprehenſion of 
- go0d, but I canlay hands upon inte}- 

Folepleaſures, whereby to content 
my naturall defires> and with hope 
thereof make them purſue the endea« 
yours,and undergoe the difficulties ne- 
ceſſary to the attaining them» 

Light, Refle& then a little and 
ſumme up , or rather conclude what 
kind of life m Heaven this pleafure will 
afford you- Remember ſome aftcr- 
noon or couple of houres , in which 
your pleaſing converſation hath been 
at height, remember the twinkling of 
ſome one concert , which elpecally 
carryed away your heart, and for the 
time poſſeſſed it wholly : think with 
your felt, had the whole two houres 
cont'd hke that minute , how un- 
; 15mg your pleafure had been. Then 
elevate your fancy, and conceive in 
Heaven, not houres, nor dayes, nor 
yeares, but ages of ages, but an eterniry 
will be of that dainty raviſhing con- 
tentments Joyne( if you are able )all 
| theſe 
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theſe encreaſes and adyantageszwhich 
we have expreſſed, whereof there 1s not 
one but drawes an incomparable ex- 
tremity with it : and if only this were 
once well maſter of your thoughts, I 
do not ſce-how any temporall thing 
could either pleaſe or diſcontent youzor 
that you would not as much long for 
death, as now you abhorre and fear it. 

Soul.The world's chang'd with me,I 
find my ſelf refreſht with this thought, 
and in a cheerfull diſpoſition. 

Light. Yes for the preſents but it 
will not ſtay long with yous unlefſe 
you play your part, and cultivate the 
opening ſeeds, which now ferment in 
your heart : and this muſt be by often 
thinking ofand remembring theſe and 
ſuch other conſiderations, partly at ſet 
times, and partly wheneyer.you find 
your ſelf in a fitting diſpoſfition;that 153 


at eaſe,alone, & your mind freezorper- 


adyentureinclun'd togood thoughts ; 
loſe nox thele tides, as I may callthem, 
for they bring great waves of ſpirituall 
profit. In the happy opportumity;(triye 
to penetrate witha cleer underſtand- 


ing 
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| ingthe yerity of ſuch points ; then turn 
your ſelf upon your ſelf, and ſee what 
you dos and what you ſhould do accor- 
ding to theſe truths. Encourage your 
= felf ro what 1s wanting, amend what 
' 1s amifle, and figh after thegreat re- 
' ward weall labour for. 


T he third diſcourſe. 


Soul. H er it goes welly but in 
| © fo great a happinefle and 
ſo glorious a State, is there but one 
content ? 

Light. It there were no other then 
 what1salready declared,]I beheve there 
were moreznot only then you can wiſh 
m this world, butalſo then you would 
be weary of in the next. Neyertheleſſe 
fince your palate 1s ſo dainty that it 
mult have varieties, think with your 
ſelf what other thing there is here, 
wherein you take great pleaſure, and 
loveto ſpend your time» 

Soul. The next that comes tomy 
mind 15,that T am much delighted with 
: Masks and Shews, and in going to 
Court, eſpecially when there are grea 
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meetings and brayery there ; theſe * 
things extreamely take me, in ſo much 
that I can endure to expect. a great 
while ( as balf a day.or more )un ſome ; 
diſeaſe, tobe preſent at ſuch ſights and * 
Aſſemblies. oo = 
Light. And when theſe things are 
in ther } grarigyt'> can you tell what it 
i5 that therein delights you ? 
Soul. I think it is thoſe paſſages 
hich (meeting afterwards withiothers | 
bat have or have not been there ) Tuſe | 
to diſcourſe of and commend: And all | 
thoſe being either des wo ar Perſoxs; | 
in Thixzgs I commend the greatneſle, | 
beauty» or good proportion» ſomefine 
canyeyance> ſame. raxe and new inn 


ention; wn Perſoas Ipraile theircom- 
linefle, the gpcrrulnels 7 their behay 


I 

viourthepextection and campleatneſſe 
CALLS IONS» TRrle Li rae for. 

molt-yart are tNe principal caules of 
thedelight and reliſh I > (6 ſuch en- 
Counters. | 

Light. T hope then you will nor 
want this contentment alſain heaven. 
Fox (ta begin with Perſons) you ſhall 


haye |: 


} {| hearts What _= » What Make, 
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have in your company thofe who have 


ever been the greateſt and worthicſt in 
all confideratzons; Adam the begin- 
ner ofthe World,& Noah its reſtoxer; 
youſhall have Abrabam the Father 


' ofthat Nations which) after ſo many 


ages continuance in the Prerogative 
of the Ele&t people of Almighty God, 
is now by their diſperſian irxo all Na- 
tions, became to them a Teftimony of 
Chriſtianity ; you (hall have Moſes, 
whoylike the Lieutenant of the higheſts 
in'allſorts of miracles eftabhſhet the 


| Law the Field wherein Chriſtianity 


wasblazoned; you ſhall bave David 


and Selomeny( if his Penance was true 


in his old dayes)you ſhall have Kings, 
Captains,and Prophers,all in their de- 
grees before Chriſt. What ſhall I ſay 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles,of Biſhops, 
Martyrs and Hermites ? what of the 
ſo fruitfull deyouter Sexe 2 All theſe 
have exprefled the moſt generous evi- 
dence of Univerſall Gallantry, and 
ſhewa the nobleſt effeRs of all ſuch 
vertues as breed admi;ation in humane 


what 
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what Shew can feign or counterfit fo 
muchy as Heaven will afford you re- 
all objects to be raviſhed with? 

Soul. *Ti1s true, but Tam not taken 
with theſe high and ſublime vertues, 
which I do not well apprehend. Butif I 
ſee a Gentleman Noble, Liberall, 
Courteous,Valiant,and Honourable of 
this words ſuch qualities make a deep 
impreſſion 1n my affeftions. 

Light. Why then, if you find all 
theſe perfections, not onely to be in 
your Company abovegbutin a far high- 
er degree too, and greater meaſure of 
excellency then can be in any perſons 
herez you muſt certainly be charmed 
with a (trangeexceſle of Pleaſure. And 
(to enter a little into the bufinefle ) 1 
cannot doubt ſo much as to ask, whe- 
ther you are pleaſed with the outward 
ſhew of theſe yertues, which are in the 
Heart. 

Soul. You need not, for were they 
counterfeit, or no greater in the heart 


then in the outward ſhewsl ſhould loſe | 
my eſteem of the perſons-But out of one ; 


generous AR expreſſed,we imagine the 
heart 


, 
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"} heartzready to perform a hundred,& to 


be as it were naturally and unchangea- 
bly fitted to do the like again,when oc- 
caſion 1s offered: this makes me highly 
value and be delighted with the perton. 
Light. Then if heaven afford you 
thouſands and millions of hearts,which 
you may {ee into, as clearly as into the 
pureſt (tream or fountain of water you 
can imagine,and there behold all theſe 
admirable qualities in a high perfe&ti- 
on5and ſo immutably ſettled,that ſoon- 
er heaven and earth may fall in pieces, 
then they decline the leaſt tittle from 
that degree of worth they are exalted 
to ; how can you then doubt that your 
pleaſure there, evenin this very kind, 
will not be infinitely preferrable to the 
greateſt the world can furniſh you ? 
And for thoſe high vertues, of which 
you ſay you feel Iitle apprehenſion ; 
your (tate there will be ſoumprovedthat 
you will be able exactly to penetratethe 
true value of every one, which will 
make you ſee with how muchpaſſion, 
12norance, and over-ſight the greateſt 
ations of this life are manag'd. You'l 
B 3 diſcern 


22 A Contemplation 


diſcern evidently that the yalour of + 
Captains, the wiſdome.of Statelmen, | 
the $kill of great Clerks, are notcam- | | 
parable to, take no bulk or ſhewin L 
compariſon of that Knowledse, Pru- - 
dence and Courage, which thoſe con- 
temrnied perſons and here reputed-Fools 
eyer carried enclofed in their breaſts. - 
Think whatinfinite pleaſure and con- 
rent you will mfallibly receive in con- 
terplating themz and being informed | 
of their worths. 

Sonl. All this I muſt of neceſſicy 
confeſſe, but yet Ido not ſee that in 
heaven there will be either the come- 
linefle of the perſons, the gracefulneſle | 
vftheir behaviourgor the variety of their 
attires,and ſuch otherthingsw th 
(I fpeak but m mine own weaknefſe)T 
often find my felf here much taken 
andcarricd away. *' 

Lyght. Alas ! do you not confider 
that all theſe are but mute and 1 
fect expreſſions of the intertour mind; 
andthat iristhe thing ſignified which 
takes you 1n them allz or elſe their arti- 
fice and conveyance? In yore 
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whereof you pafſe-mto the other part, 


| bf Things , which you diftingunſhed 


againſt the 'confideration of Perſons. 
"ne __ away the m_ and all the 
rett may De 1n a et-play Or motion 
as they call A nfche again with 
your ſelf, that a cunning Archite& is 


+ delighted as much withthe Modell of a 


Houle, as you with the beilding it ſelf; 
a good Muſhcian with the notes in his 
head,as you with the finging+ Out of 
which I draw this great and curious 
ccuth ; that when you ſhall be perfec& 
in knowledge (: as is expe&ed in Hea»> 
yen Yyou will not look after thefe out» 
watd expreflions » but: the. Modells 
whach ' are 11 the hearts will 
fee will farrsfie and fill the defires be- 
yond all =_ chan wiſh or imagine» 
Souls Peradyenture what you ſay 1s 
not onlytruebur extrtarnly efficacious, 
zccortihng to the ſtare we ſhall be m 
there; but yet 1 feel not that impteſſion 
which wonted and. well known ob- 
jects uſe to work in me. If there are 
not eyen theſe corporeall motions and 
faſhions which _ mt {o may 
4 1E 
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here with Meir noveltyzyariety, extra- 
vagance and excellency , methinks'I 
apprehend a droughthz not of what 
ſhall be there, but of the apprehenging 
what I ſee ſhall be there, yet cannot 
make carry my fancy. 


_— ES — - -y 
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Light. Since nothing will content = 


you bur the fleſh and bloud you are 
nuzzled ins and that you mult carry to 


heaven with you the very imperfe&tion 


(if not of your own mind yet ) of the 
world you live 1n : letus at one blow 
ſeek to give a reſolution, not onely to 
this your defire, but allo to the -- fag 
part, that is, concerning thoſe qualiies 
which delight you in T hiygs as well as 
in Perſons. Do you theretore remem- 
ber the anſwer our Saviour gave to the 
Saddxces concerning Marriage in the 
next world? 

Sonl. You mean, That we ſhould 
neither marry, nor be married, but be 
like the Angels of God:This I remem- 
ber well ; but I defire to know why 
you put me in minde of 1t. | 

Light. Wherein do you concerye 
the ikeneſſe to Angels confifts? For 


if 
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if it be onely in this Negative, why 
ſhould that be promuled fora happineſs? 


whereas weleethe benediftions ofwar- 


riagepromiſed for a benefit & content. 

Soxl. When I refle&t that Angels 
have no bodies, and therefore all their 
nature 1s tobe purely knowing Crea- 
tures» me thinks our Saviour 1n theſe 
words ſignifies to us;that the pleaſures 
of the next world ſhould notconfiftin 
theſe corporeall motions which here 
are gratefull to us, by reaſon of our bo- 
dies; but that they ſhould be of know- 
ledgeſuch as are proportioned to An- 
gow and although we ſhould hayebo- 

es, yet they ſhould not hinder our 
knowledgeand pleaſure eyen by them, 
from being ſuch as the Angels con- 
tentment 153 at leaſt in likeneſle, if not 
11 equality. 

Light. You are very right, and do 
you not ſee every man conceits that, 
though Angels are nobodies, yet they 
have means ( and thoſe naturall means. 
too ) to fee and know any thing that. 
paſſes amongſt bodies? do you not hear 
them ſet for Goyernours of corporeall 

B. 5 things 
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things, even men dehyet'd to their 


charge? Wherefore you cannot but be- 


lieve they have a naturall power and / 


force to khow all things here betow at 
their will and pleature. Conceive then 
that Souls freed from the body have the 
{ame capacity;thoughin a lefledenree ; 
and that at will they can ſee what paſ- 
ſes in this world, and not onely in this 
Globe ofcarthzthe world of Man, bur 
inall the other infinte Maſſe of Bo- 
dies-which 1n truth and 11gour is tertn- 
ed the world. Now therefore 1magine 
your ſelf ſeated upon a bigh hill ( fuch 
and op Deyill gar —_ - hom ) 

your eyes fo and ſharps 
that whatſoever you had a nund to ſee, 
no remoteneſle of place, no Hills or 
Dales, no Clouds or darknefle 4 no 


Walls or Dungeons could hide from 


ou 2 and then think, what could your 
heart defire in this ſort of plealurextar 
you were not Miſtrefle of ? and know 
chat all is far ſhort of what the fate of 
bliffe will afford youeven in this kind. 
For neither could you in that poſture 
( nv nota Mazking houſe & elf ) 
4-5 | AOotg 
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Ir 7 noteallparticulars to be ſeenznorliſt- 
a en toall you would deſire to htar, nor 
id } Kknowall you would be earneſt toask; 
at ® and( which istnoft of all ) youcould 
n | anendburtoone thing at once : where- 
I as 10 the Rate of 'blifle, you ſhall-dif- 
ceth every arcumiſtance perfetly,and 
all things that are done at once you 
mtiy know altogether, the'one not han- 
dritig'the other, though there bethou- 

ſands of them. | 

Sol. But (hall I'ſce then whatever 

I will, of all that paſſes in this world? 
Light, It followes dearly out of 
what we have ſaidmeke-no doubt of 3ty. 
but'raſeyour thoughts and tmark.Theve 
8a Generall muſtering tis louriſhing 
Troops-his Drutns bemingZhisWanton 
| Colours dancing in the Arre,hisCom- 
| - tmanders as glorious as the Starres in 
{ the Firmament, his Ranks' and Files 
eng Bey fearfull ſtzel 3 Majeſty». 
aiity and fire ar one -ſightra- 
viſhins the 'beholders. Here is a Mwn- 
 riagt or (entertainment 'of ſoine-great 
Priee, the wits-of two Kingdomies fer 
wyork for invention of ſports _ 


as 
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Ballads ; what Water Firey Aire, and 
the dull weight of Earth can. dos all 
ſcann'd by exa&t Artficers,and the pu- 
relt quinteſſence reduc'd into a modell 
or ta{tt to pleate the ambition of em- 
pty-ſouP'd Lords. There is - a great 
Admirall commanding the obedient 
Waye$5and prancing overthe Billows 
with Maſt upon Maſt , loaden' with 
towred 'wings, his: Screamersflutter- 


ing,his Canon roaring » his People 


fhouting« In other yrs battels join- 
ings ſome by Seas forne by Land; aſ- 
faults giving and repulſing , under- 
mining of Walls, entrance upon brea» 
ches, Murtherers deyouring all before 
them with flaming mouthes , Here 
great Windes and Shipwracks; there 
glorious Palaces , mighty Treaſures, 
rich Jewels, Inventions of all ſorts to 
content thoſe whom Induſtry or For- 
wine bath made the Maſters of Money. 
Theſe and a thouſand other things, 
whach at leafure: you may reflect upon, 
( eſpecially thoſe wherewith you are 
molt affected). conſider and thinkthat 
with a. caſt of your underſtanding, 
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more quick then any twinkling of an 
eye you ſhall ſee ; not one whichyou 
molt deſire, bur all, all you can defire 
at once,.onenot hindring the other. 
Soul. O- glory, O: happineſle, O 
Bliffe ! now you have (truck me to the 
heart» O when will the happy day 
comes that I (hall fit at this Fountain- 
heady and not need with pain to draw 
the water of pleaſure? When ſhall I ar- 
rive at this ſ{weet.rayi{hment and ex- 


talie ? 
T he fourth diſcourſe. 


Light. (Od Almighty be praiſed, 
who), as he created Man 

of Duſt and ſlime, ſo forgets not what 
he 1s made of; but provides Motives e= 
yen out of that to enamour him of true 
blifle and happinefſe. This laſt conſi- 
deration 1s. the {lighteſt of all I have 
propoſedta you, and when you come 
to underſtand your felf, you will take 
leaſt contentin it,yet how are you now 
raviſht with it ? But becauſe your di- 
traction 1s great» Ithink I had beſt 

pt 
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put youin mind of one circumſtance, F 


which peradyenture you may forget. 
When you go to theſe Maskts and 
reat meetings, do you not takeplea- 
xe to be ſren, as well as to ſee What 
paſſes there ? 

Soxl. What need I fay Yes, to you 
that know better then my felf the mott 
hidden thoughts of tmy heart ? how 
can I counterfeit to the Lights which 
ſhines into every-corner of my Con- 
ſcience, and fhewes my ſelf ſo cleerly 
to me? I confefle therefore that I ſel - 
dome go, but to be ſeen hath ns ſhare 
in my wiſhes;nayſometimes the great- 
&r : This makes tre fo exa&t1g drefling 
my ſelf, that all "things may contribute- 
to their good hking 6f me ; this makes 
me choice of my Corpany and 
rear room defirous of nay hl = 
that can content chetnſohves with ad 
mricig their own perfeftions ih a 
Looking-glafſe ! for ty patr,unleffeT 
haye the cormetiditions of othersy T 
lutle fatisfie ty ſelf. Hence alſbits,. 
that if any grearperſonape take wee 
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| of mie in publick, my heart leaps to 
| magine the whiſpering of friends and 
{trangers, the one taking notice of 
the fayour done me, the other bulily 
' enquiring who 1s that fo highly ho» 
; noured : when if they light on any of 
my wel-wiſhers, receiving in exchange 
| a Catalogue of all that 1s good, and to 


be efteemed in mes, O this 18a fwett 


{ thing- Andif perchance any of theit 
diſcourſe come to my eares,] know not 
how to exprefle what a plealing'motion 
it makes in me. But ſhould it happen 
that the King or Queen were the 
ſonsthatgraced me before all the Com- 
pany» a year _ Ns wn 
cave congratuiatory YV to e 
eyety circamſtance of the favours to 
pro efſe my ſelf undelerving andover- 
oadenthough willing enough to hear 
others 1ays. it was nomorethen I de- 
ſerved: ) Theſe things I confeffe pa 
within mezbutTam {6 afraid any ſhould. 
take notice on'ty thatfain Twould per- 
[wade tny {elf tnatiy times, my aons 
depend on other more juftifiable mo-- 
tives Wonder not therefore thatT or 
pect, 
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pect not this in Heavyen y where all 
hearts being open , I ſhall not for 
ſhame deſire it, 

Light. How eaſily the compariſon 
of this world miſleads you 1n the efti- 
mation of the next ? fince there you 
(hall defire it without ſhame, and pol- 
{efle it more fully then your heart can 
wiſh here. For if you look into your 
own defires, you ſhall find that two 
things.chiefly delight youzto beknowny 
and to be elteemed. For the former, 
conſider here below the multitude of 
perſons into whoſe knowledge you 
may fall, the quality of the knowledge 
they are to. have of you, the worth of 
theirperſons,and the, goodneſle ef their 
27 (0h Wn may make you joy- 

I] that their verdicts paſſein your fa- 


your. As for the multitude, it ſcarce 


ever exceeds one Kingdome eyen in 
Princes,and of this Kingdome not one 
Shure,not one Town are familiarly ac- 
quainted, no not ſo much as to know 
you, if your cloaths. were changed, but 
you ſhould, walk undiſcerned eyen mn 
the ireets. | 

Souls. 
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Soul. That 1s true, but all thoſe 
whole ſpirits are a little elevated will 
know mes, and their acquaintance 1s 
onely worth the wiſhing: others,whoſe 
low apprehenfons cannot aſcend to 
# . efteemtheperfe&tions of the higher fort 
- of people, are to be neglected. 

* _ LZight-Butthe higher you raiſe their 
| abilities, the leſſer you make their mul- 
| titude; andeven of thoſe whoſe judge- 
ments you eſteem in your whole life 
time, how many are you like to be 
known to ? Confider, amongſt thoſe 
you know and are well acquainted 
with; how many ofthem your felt con* 
temn:think whether eyery tenth perſon 
be thought fitto judge in thoſe perſo- 
nall matters truly ; rf either King or 
Kings Fayourite be known to ten 
( whoare able juſtly to judge of worth 
betwixt Man and Man ) I think ita 
poor number. Turn then the leaf and 
ook into Heaven,where no part of the 
Earth is excluded ; of all Nations, of 
all Ages there are tobe found, not 
one but whoſe judgement 1s a touch- 


ſtone ofcruth, the number exceſſive, the * 


quality 
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qaily of the perſons incomparable. 
nd if yetrhisdo not content youraſt 
a view _ the vale of Jehoſaphat, 
number if you can, the two great Ar-+ 


mies which are” at once to appear, the | 


, 
: 
0 
? 


L 


one glorious upon the Clouds with our | 


Saviour Jeſs Chriſt, the other upon 


the Earth : ſee there is Hota child of |} 
Adam wanting, from Abe/"to him | 


that was born the evenitig before this 
great day : and remember the verſe of 
the old Sybil---- 

Cunttague cunFlorun ennftis ar- 

Cann patebunts 

every ones from the greatefttothe leaſt, 
ſhall know all that's true of youy all 
that you tai ſay for [your ſelf,” Think 
what honour *twill be at that days to be 
gra&d by himthat is in power 3 when 
all thoſe multitudes (hall fee it, and 
dearly fee asthe glory you receive pro- 
ceeds from the favour of the higheſt, ſo 
is proportion'd according to what of 
worth 1s.really in your own ptrſon. 
 Soxl. As lamnow afftected,I can- 


fot chooſe but wonder how( believing | 


' what you fay ) I could fo long live in 
neglects 


n 


t 
t 
t 
| 
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neele&t, without ever refleting upon 
theſe two molt evident truths; one:zthat 
the higheſt honour and reputation 1n 
this world is triviall and inconſidera- 
ble; for what 15s it to bt in the good 
opinion of ſo few as I perceive come to 
the perfe&t and inward knowledge of 
8s ? che other;that truly Fame and Ho- 
fiour 1s tobe found in the next world; 
elpecially at the great day of Judge= 
ments at the meeting of Ages,where 
whole mankind and all the quires 
of Angels ſhall ſee & perfectly know 
all that concerns us. Bur I'm afraid 


that in ſo great multitudes I ſhall hind 


Ittle regard, here I'm eſteentd amongh 
that ſmall number I converſe with; 
and *tis a comfort that though ty 
acquaintance be - few , yet they are as 
many as I have need of, and my life is 
amonglt no: more: There in ſuch an 
infinity, my place will be ſolow, and 
my ſhare ſo ſmall, that no body will 
youchlafe me one ca(t of ah eye+ 
Light. Conſider then with your ſelf 
the eſteem of the world, what it is, 
wherein you are confined to "_— 
only 
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onely ypon ſuch as have ſufficient ac- 
quainrance with yous to furniſh them 


with occaſion of under{tanding your | 


worth ; out of which number too you 
muſt exclude, firſt, all whoſe judge- 
ments are contemptibley becauſe they 
- are but half-wited people z Secondly, 
thoſe who preferre unworthy reſpects, 
as Riches,Nobility,Comelineſſe,Beau- 
ty, Y outh,&c. before trus wiſdome and 
the parts of Virtue, really and ſolidly 
adorning your perſon ; I ſpeak not of 
thoſe ſupernaturall graces which are 
generally contemned by. men of this 
World, but of ſuch endowments as the 
wiſer fort prefer before all thoſe empty 
toyes that garboyle the fancies of the 
multitude: Thirdlyztake out of the reſt, 
thoſe who (upon deſigne either of jeer- 
ing for their own ſport, or flattering 
for their private intereſts ) counterfeit 
to value and eſteem you;as if ſome great 
man ſeem to court & honour you, what 
afluratice can there be that his civilinies 
proceed from his heart purely for your 
con{ideration,and not for ſome friends 
{ake or particular projet ; fo that pou 
ac 
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back once turn'd,you are no ſooner out 
of fightthen out of mind ? Nay, even 
among(t thoſe who are ſincere and 
cordiall friends-how ſoon may therebe 
a change? upon what ſlight grounds 
perhaps took they this opinuon?8& upon 
as {light an occaſion can they deſert. 
Soxl. You leaveme no breath, no 
ſtarting-hole, no whete totake alntle 
aire, to refreſh my ſelf in this world : 
for I ſceby your diſcourſe, there isno 
glaſſe ſo brittle as the opinion of Men, 
no Dirt ſo baſe as the Multitudes fa- 
your, and nothing ſo contemptible as 
who grounds himſelf upon their judge- 
ments. Already I underſtand that the 


judgements of Heavenly ſpirits , are 
not ſubjectto theſe blenuſhes and con- 
tingencies ; they are all true,all hearty, 
all conſtant; I muſt change if they do; 
for as long as I remain with the ſame 
worthy their Sentence cannot alter. Yet 
can [not ſee that my ſhare ſhall be ſuch 
there as may be taken notice of, but the 
multitude and excefleof mybetters will 
keep me without any reſpect juſtly I 
confeſle, yetto my grief and pain» 

Light. And why do you not reflect 
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that Celeſtiall ſpirits are able to at- 


trend al} things at once? that neitherche 
multitudes: of thoſe who are to be e- 


 fleem'd, northe excefle of their excel- 


lency can any thing. prejudice your 
: When by every ones every de- 
| of your perfe$tions ſhall be 
own»canhider'dzand valu'd as much, 
as if there were no others to be thought 
on but your ſelf? what can you defire 
more e . 
- Soul, I cannot tell of what diſpoſi- 
tion I ſhall be in the next warld, but I 
feel in this that na honour pleaſes me, 
unlefle it be with ſome preference be- 
fore others ; whichsI confefleais not to 
bedefiredabove,but here helow:whileſt 
we live 1n this vally of darknefle, true 
ern yaoacy ler Nag 
egrecs of merit be ly diftin- 
gwih'd, and therefare eyery one ma 
defire to beabaye another,hoping and, 
for the moſt part, believing the privi- 
ledge of precedence due to his deſerts. 
Bur this 1gnorance and the atnbitious 
effe&s of tzmutt furely be baniſht from 
Heaven. 


Light. 
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Light. 1 cannot grant you to be 
more honour'd then thoſe who deſerve 
better, nor that they be not more ho- 
nour'd ther; you 3 yet happily this you 
may  hape for, that none be prefen'd 
before you, You may peradventure have 
ſeen great Princes, when they enter- 
tain inferiour ones, whom they wall 
neither equall to themſelves, nor yet 
diſoblige by treating them in qua- 
lity- of Subjects; they contrive there- 
fore all things fo as. each maybe ho- 
nour'd without compariſon, by having 
nothing common, which going from 
one to. the other, may make an order 
and priority appear between them, Jult 
ſo perhaps may'r paſte in Heaven: eye- 
ry {parit being asit were a werld by ir 
ſelf, and having a particular perfeion 
and excellency which 1s found in no 
other ; every onetherefore 1s chiefand 
higheſt 1nuts own. kind,and by conſe» 
quence eminently and ſupreamly e- 
{teem'di without order to, or depen» 
danceon "Py other then the common 
Bather of all ; every one extreamly 
pleas'd with his own Excellency; and 
although 


Fi. , 
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although the inhabiting truth muſt 
needs confets bthers better,yer nothing 
more fitting for. this perſon ; and fo 
every one both joying in himlelf, and 
elteem'd by others as the moſt rich and 


excellent piece of all, 1n his own parti- it 


cular property and degree. 
The fifth diſcourſe. 


Soxl. A S you put men mind of one 
® thing I ſhould have forgot- 
ten» ſoyou haveembolden'd me to ask 
another I ſhould elſe have been a- 
ſham'd to propole,and yet I confeſle it 
has a great power & maſtery over m 

affeQions:* cis that I love tobe elored, | 
If any ſhew the leaſt fgne of kind- 
neſſe for me, methinks preſently, they 


are the beſt perſons in the world; nei- 


. ther 1s there ſo poor a wretch, but if I 


ſee in him a hearty expreſſion. of loye 
towards me, I cannot chuſe but loye 
him again-. Alas » what do Iralk of 


Men 2 if a little Dog or Bird, or any 


other dumbCreature come once to take 
a haunt to me, and be delighted in my 
COom*= 


"of Heaven = : 
pany2'cis a death to ſee any harm befall 
them : and I find a very great fatisfa- 
&ion and content to ſee themplay and . 
leas'd according totheir low manner. 
ow if this love be wanting in Hea- 
| ven) I fear*cwill put me out of conceit 
with the pleaſures there. 

Light. You are too feartull, and roo 
little conſiderate of the joyes you aim 
at- Think but with your elf that Cha- 
rity is nothing but the loye of God 
and your Neighbour, that 'tis the way 
to Heavenzand that of our three guides 
and condugeers thither, onely that re- 
mains with us ; and ſce then whether 
there can be any fear you ſhall want 
love. Confider that the principall and 
main employment in Heayen 1s no= 
thingelſe, but to loye and be beloyed 3 
and thoſe there are the greateſt lovers, 
who are. in the greatelt fayour and 
' higheſt glory. For God himſelt 1s love, 
and none 1s in God, or God in them, 
but by loye. Meaſure therefore with 

our thoughts the ſcope of Heavens 

rom Gods eternall throne to the leaſt 
child which by Baptiſme is madepar- 
C taker 
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taker of the Adoption. of Chriſt ; and. Þ 
be ſure that all theſe ſhall loye you,you 
eſpecially ,love-you as much as if there 
were no-others; tobe beloy'd but only. | 
your {elf ;that the higher and greater ® 
every. one 1s, the more axdenty. expreſ- * 
five and effeRuall ſhall his love be to 
you 1n- perſon in particular, by name 
anddefggn. What do you: now. con- 2 
ceit of thebaſe loye of this, world ? of. |; 
_ the love of Dogs and Birds? raile a. | 
little your thoughts,andlook up at true * 
loye where it reignes. in; its full, glory, |: 
where it ſhewes it ſelf in.ts Magnifi- 1 
cence, fly at it theres fear not, if you } 
loyey itcannoteſcape, you; make but, | 
your approaches,it-will meet you: 'cis 
too Ethereall for this cloudy.region.; lift 
but.your ſelf above yaur body, and of 
It ſelf it will bend and. ſtoop to your 
Arms» q 
Sor. What you have ſaid cannot 
chuſe but be.a great comfort, but I have. 
a fooliſh ſcruple, if. you will give me 
leave to utterat.;. yet I need not-be ſo 
coy» fince you know enough by me: 
this *tzs. -I baye been: taught that we 
. ſhould 
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ſhould finve to love all men for Al- 
mighty Gods fake; and ſol fe it 
paſſcs1m: Heaven, that all thefe great 
loyers which-you have expreſ{'d to be 
chere;are ofthis Nature, that they will 
love me, becauſe. God Almighty com- 
mands it- And this alas, ' according 
tomy low apprehenſions gives me: bur 
httle ſatisfaction , for this love and 
good:will is notto me; but.to Almigh=» 
ty God; whereas my: perverſenefſc 15 
ach, that] my felf would be betoyed': 

and Imark.m my ſelta great difference 
bervyeen, when: I. give moneyto ſome 
licle. child Lampleas'd with; 8. when I 
_ bettow'am Almes orra poore bady thax 
askes me for Gods ſake ©. m1 the oneT 

find! that afte&tien.. I defive others 
fhould bear to me,rowards the | 
I haverno ſuch inchnation; and the 
cauſeas conceive is that one feemsto 
delervemy loyexthe other only to-need 


| . 16 Now(ſfiyourelt meythat uy Heaven 


they ſhall love re; bur. E ſhat} not de- 
ſexye it ;; I confeſle( as my affections 
now [tand) *twill bea great cookmgto 
theeſteem Idefireto haye of their love. 

C 2 Light. 
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Light.How truly ſpake he that ſaid, 
T know my ſelf a Manat is, a proud 
and yeta wretched thing ? Is it poſſible ' 
you cannot endure to be beloy'd.be- j 


yond your deſert ? I fear you endure it 
often enough in this world, but here 
ſelf-conceit makes you eaſily think not 
only all loye and efteem dueto you 
which 1s offer'd, but for the molt part 


that too little is offer'd. Yet I have ob- : 


ſery'd, ſometimes it _— that we 
truly conceit another to{thew more at- 
fecion towards us then we haye deſer- 
ved, h I neverheard any offend- 


ed at ſuch excefſe , but rather highly \ 
pleas'd, and engag'd to an endeayour | 


of deſerving it- Neyertheleſſe Ile ftrive 
to give you contentzeven 1n this point: 


[7 


= 
i! 
+% 


Therefore tell me what you think of a | 


perſon in whomreaſon governs in full 
meaſure, ſo that not a thought paſles 


but ner; =. pure direction of F 
bh 


it: do you be ſuch a perſon a- 


ny love can be unreaſonable? _ 
Soul. No certainly : ſo far 1s paſt 
doubt. 
Light, And it we love anythung 
+ more 
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more then it.is amiable, do-you think 
that love 1s reaſonable? |; - ; 

Soul, I perceive whither you aime 3 


# tharfince in Heaven all's govern'd. by 


reaſons. none there can loye otherwite 
then according to deſert :: but withall 
I ſee there may be that deſert in ano- 
ther and notin me; as-for example, 
they ſhall loye me becauſe God: ( who 
deleryesto be obey'd)commands themz 
and if only thus, I reſt as unſatisfted 
as before. | 
Light.. Why, do you conceive that 
God can command any: unreaſonable 
thing eſpecially there, where. reafon is 
1n.1's perfection? (for here I know not 
what the | muxture of bodily qualities 
with reaſon may make it realonable 
for God to command. )- or if God 
would command others-to loye you 
beyond deſert, yet do you think that 
bunſelf ( being the effence of reaſon 
and underſtanding ) can loye you ſo ? 
or that any one by his command can 
love you more then himſelf does? 
Soul. This is right again : Yet I fee 
weloye many things for the connexion 
3 they 
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they haye with ſome other, and not for 
themſelyes : a Dog, a Book, a Gloves 
from a betoved perſon is much made 
of not for it telf, but becauſe the uſing } 
.t kindly 1s an expreſſions or rather a 
praQtiſe of our love towards the perſon 
rowhom it belengs. So Timagine be- 
cauſe 1 am a creature ' of Almjghty 
God's making, and haye cofthis' only | 
Son to dear a pricey thoſe bleſſed fpitrits | 
inflan'd with the love of God, may al- | 
ſo cxprefle an aifeCtion ro me, which 
you lec 15 wholly by thedelert ofano- 
ther, not mine 3 and however it may 
be mfanitely more then I deſerve, yet 18 
xt'not that which 'T expreſs'd to be re- 
quifireto my contents. | 
Light.Your palate 1s yery nice and 
delicares yet you ſhall be pleas'd. What 
think you thens where reaſon ( as I 
asked before) is in full height can any 
thing there be omitted which is reaſon- 
able to be done? 

Sorl. No certainly. 

Light. And ist not reaſonable that 
every lovely thing ſhould beloy'd?and 
if any petfon haye any apy , 
Enat 


bl 
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| thatrhere ſhould bea poize and pro- 
| portion of loye for eyery grain of tin 


im ? 
Soul, All this 1s juſt and reaſona- 


©. 
Light. Take noticethen,there ſhall 
not be the leaſt good quality in yorty 
which ſhall not by 'every one be 
lov'd for its bemg what its, and your 
felf be b&aov'd for its _ in you: 
whertfore fit down andconfider what 
the _ are for which in this world 
you rextonably defire ro beefteem'd, 
and know youſhall be lov'd for therh 
aboyt as'tnuch as they can teſeryes as 
much as youcati with. \ 
Soxl. Peradyerture,they are things 
Ifhall not carry with me ; as whollys 
or 1i'part belonging to ty body» 
Lig hx. No matter: You ſhall be 
beloy'd there , becauſe you had fuch 
things 1n time and plxce> wherein 


'rwas fit to haye them. 

Sonl. Now, furely, IT haye ground 
enoughz without farther curiofity or 
diſpure, to preſume upon the content 
I defire; fince you have fo plainly and 

C 4 Ev1- 
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evidently demonſtrated it. But I know | 


not whether I am arny'd at my hopes, |! 
for I feel in my. ſelf an expeRation | 
that my familiar friends and kindred, 


and ſuch as I my ſelf particularly love, 


ſhould likewite return me a ſpeciall 


loye. 


Light, Fear not, you fhall have | 
that alſo : For mark well the princi- 


ple I told you, thatthere ſhould not be 
the leaſt thing love-worthy in you but 

on ſhall be eſpecially beloy'd for it. 
Now then, if —_— 
Acquaintance , &c- be. things which 
put a particular obligation of loyeup- 
on thoſe perions betwixt whom they 
are, you will -be more loyely to them 
- for theſe very reſpes : wherefore all 
thoſe will love you more eſpecially 
then any others ; which Ithink is that 
you expreſs'd to be your deſire. 

\ Soxl. Yes, this is well : but yet a 
little difficulty moleſts me. Thave been 
taught that God loves. moſt and next 
to himſelf, the Angels or Saints, ac- 
. cording as they are in degree under 
hams then if the loweſt loye me as much 

as 
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as: I deſerve, others will love me more 
then I deſerve, which is againſt rea-- 
{on, andſo impoſlible. 

L1ght. Two things are to be con- 
fidered in love; firſt ho compariſon of- 
one beloyed object to another ; and 
this way all will loye you according 
to your deſert: for. none ſhall prefer; 
anything lefle loyely before you nor. 
you before any thing more lovely : 
a ſecond. conſideration is-the ſtrength, 
of the affeCtion we call Lowes, which, 
(being according to the nature: out of 
whach it proceeds ) 1n all aboye your, 
condition will be greater then you de- 
fervey in all under-you, weaker ; ac-- 
cording to the proportion of ther na— 
tures and-{trengths- - : 

- Soul. Yer one:thing more-comes-: 
into my, mind 1 ſee ſome ſtrong na= 
tures,in Whom ( though by reall effeRs - 
it, evidently appeares ;they, loye their 
fnead. yet ) there 1s; no: tendernefle ; 
you can oblerye no. motion of .loye-in 
their hearts» no. ſhewin their change-- 
of countenance © ſuch -a love gives me 
{mall contegt, Shall we therefore baye-: 
| C5, IN 
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in Heaven a melting, ſweet, delicious | 
love, or onely- thoſe Rrong and ſold 
thoughts, which as they are yery goods 
{o' are 'they far from giving that plea- 
ſure, which this other ſoft and gentle 
loveaffords? 

Light. Would you not think that 
man unreaſonable, who being cold, 
and brought to a good fire, ſhould re- 
fute to warm himſelf, becauſe there was 
noefſmoaks he-hayitig been alwayes ac- 
cultomed to fmoaky fires? -. 

- ' Sonl. Yes certainly : for he contra- 

dicts his own pretence ; ſmoak being 
a hindrance to the heating he defires, 
befide s other -inconventiences which 
render it offenſiyes Fr 

Light. Such 1sthe paſſion you call 
Love, tothat which truly 1s Love : for 
(very thing being to- be difcern'd by 
the cffe&ts-) you thall ſee thoſe who 
are moſt gow to this whine fort of 
loye, KkaſtaGtive to help- themſehyes 4 


- but wholly abandoied up to the: fol- 
lowing of their Paſſion», withour irv- 
deayouring to procure what they de- 
fire- So an gnets if you ſee'one ft ill 
wWeep- 
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1 wetpirrg and defpaiting, you count 
| Chan 3 and not fo muchthat 
his ſorrow is great, aSthart a little oyer= 

y cotties him-Befides;this paſſion is but an 
expreſſion of the inwatd mind, or ra« 
thet a waſting of it ; for we fee that or- 
dinanly weeping eaſes and _ 

the heart, which becomes lighter after 
ſuch ventihg of it ſelf by teats. So that 
this which yoa deſire to have inHeavens. 

is totloye, but an expteſſion or coh* 
comitarit of it, weakning and difturb- 

ing the affeEtioti for the preſent, and 
walting it for the future; and therefore 
notfit to give content to Tuch as un- 
derſtand the happineſle of enjoying a. 
placezh Heiyede. = 


The fxrh diſcoutſe. 


Soul. Here's yet angther. thing - * 
-. .....& wherein I find a greatiti- 
clination and drawing of Nature; and 
certainly *tis agttedble to ſorntprihci- 
ple Within me; though this Kind of de-- 
light appears..not ſo ſenſibly ; *tis itt. 
heating and dnderlianding What 4 
BY 
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es in the world. I cannot eſpie a whiſ- | 
per, but I long to know about what 
"twas. If any of my neighbours or ac- 
quaintance have met with any change 
of fortune , I cannot endure to have !: 
it concealed from me : naysthe more 
ſecret. ſuch an accident 1s, thegreat- *: 
er 1s my eagernefle to know it: - 
though, as I ſaid, I obſerve not thoſe *' 
ſenkble efte&s in this ſort of Pleaſure, 
as in the former ; unleſſe there happen 
a fpeciall reaſon », out of ſome 0- 
ther conſideration to raiſe them. 
And, perhaps » the curiofity of 
hearing news proceeds from the 
ſame cauſe, and belongs to the ſame 


_ head; as alſo the loveT have to read- 


ing Hiſtories, & knowing what paſs'd 
in our forefatherstimes: for-this, I per- 
ccive,I long after, though I finde not 
therein ſuch apparent delight as in 0 
ther Entertainments. 

Light. And why doyounot menti- 
on too the feign'd Hiſtories & Roman- 
ces which the world is full of? find you 
no inthem ? 

Soul, Yes, very great& ley 

| won 
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mg - 27-5 contriv'd and fram'd,both 
in 


jeRz faſhion, and yle to move, 
| nayzevea violeatly to force our delight, 
Theſe therefore I did not range un- 
1 der this. Head ( as likewiſe ſeeing. of 
1 DPlayes) becauſe the content ariſing 
'! fromthem ſeems to be of a higher or- 
7 der, then thoſe other pleaſures I men- 
: tioned. KG 
L:ght. Sce you not that other Hi- 
ſtonies and thefe are of one nature, 
th of different faſhions? So that 
the delight reap'd out of both muſt al- 
ſo of neceſſity be of the ſame nature. 
And as for Playes they are but the am- 
ple expreſſion of ſome little part of that 
which(compriz'd more ſhortly) makes 
a Hiſtory : ſothatthey all agree in ſub- 
Aance>chough differ from one another 
in circumſtances. Tell me then, what 
15 it that proce you in all theſe things? 
_ Soul. Por playes and feigned-Hiſto- 
nies, I perceive my felt taken with the 
Paſſions dueto the ſubject repreſented. 
| Tee Ihavea tendernefſe andcompal- 
fion towards thoſe who ſuffer imno- 
cently ; Iabhor cruel and unnaturall 
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ations; I am glad when good ſuc- 
ceſle relieves the afflicted, In fines of a- 
ny word or deed come in very patand 
unexpectedly, 1 am highly raviſh'd: 
Theie things 1. obſerve both pleafe me 
in the reading or ſeeing, and after- 
wards I find my ſelf great with defire, 
till T have diſcharged my ſelf of them 
toſlome others whom, I conceive, apt 
to take plcaſure in ſuch paſſages In 
true Hiltories and Newes I am affeSted 
with a kind of ſober ſatisfa&tion ; and 
if I haye heard or read halt a ftory, I 
ecl a want of content till 1 know the 
xelt, andbe fully poffeſt of the whole 
proceeding. As fe home-bred Curi- 
olities, I cannot comiceiye what etiter- 
tains our affections concerning ther 
except the common d&fite' to know » 
which I imagine 1s. greater towards 
thoſe things whereof we have already 


a beginning ;- for fo, 1 Ite, this Itch is. 


pleaſed, cucfly,in the buſinefle of mine 
OWN, ACQUalntaiicee.  . _ 

. Light. And do yoli think that the 
common defire of Knowing is 2 Paſſi- 
on of ſo triviall a conſequence ? VE 

perad- 
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peradyenture { if all. cthmgs were 
throughly look'c mto Y would appeare 
the chick or ſole-eauſe of all our plea- 
ture: atleaſt, bemg the 1inchnation of 
oar ander{tanding and reafon,that 1s, 
the molt tſubſtantiall and principall 
part of us, it mult neceffarily have great 
influence upon all our a&ons. Bur 
befides this, I fee another delight,which 
-a kind of tickling our affeRions, 
whereat they moye and haye their 
courle,as ſtrings tuned to certain riotes 
anſwer one another. And this happens 
in all humane affaires ; but chiefly m 
ſuch as bear a particular relation to our 
own (tate and private crcutriftarnces. 
We heare not of ary a@tion-done by 
another mansbut it preſently nkesa 
keyin our breaſts, exther of pleaſure or 
di{pleaſure, becauſe xt has a proper and 
particular-report to our condition» 

- /Nowconfhider how finalla'twine you 

car} endurers-fit turmatins ona bats 

nefle thatno wy ebnoerns you; how 

ze It -15 toXake off your: hearts 
from thoughts, where your intereſt 
ot 083 are notably hy = 
then 
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then refle& on the choice - which in 
heaven you ſhall haye,.where ( accor- 
ding to-what is declared ) the whole 
courſe of the ſons ob Adam ſhall be 
clear before your eyes,none of their a= 
Chions or ſecretelt thoughts hidden from 
you Think how one reflection will 
preoccupate another, how one delight 
will ſurcharge another. If you will 
ſee the Counlels of Stateſmen and great 
Princes thexe opens it ſelf a Carnere 
aperte de views. as the French ſay. If 
you will ſee how-Scholars came to their 
profound learning ;. how Artificers to 
their greatexperience : If you will ſee 
how petty fellows . ſhew as much cun- 
ningi1n a little circle, as the Grandees 
of the world in their deepand politick 
defignes: If you will ſee the. increaſe, 
as it were, of ſouls, fromthe babling of 
children that know. not; how: to ſpell 
their letters, to the learned Sermons 
and ſublime Speculations;of the moſt 
famous and renowned Maſters: in er 
very kind, .an. exteſle of -examples,. a 
world of particulars will diſplay them- 
{elves tg you; all different in ſome re- 
| ſpectsz 
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ſpeRs , yet allagreeing in generall 
heads ; all inviting and enticeing by 
their ſpecialty ; all contenting and a+ 
tisfying by Lowins their ſource 1n c- 
vident and common principles. Nor 
ſhall therebe, in the whole multitude, 
any one that ſhall not affe&t you with 
ſome particular reliſh and fatisfachi- 
on,by 1ts ſpeciall conformity or diffor- 
mity to your nature ; for both theſe in 
that Rate ſhall yield content; as you 
ſee here we laugh and are . delighted 
with that in another, whereat we 
ſhould be aſham'd anddiſpleal'd, if it 
Were 1n our ſelves. 

Soul. Truly, youtell me of a great 
content : but I have been taught that 
it is the propriety of Almighty God to 
ſee hearts; and that none elſe can pe- 
netrate into what paſſes there, but by 
revelation from him- Wherefore pray 
make me know what you mean when 
you lays No mans thoughts are bid- 
den from the __ for this,I hears 
| Rees in the holy Scriptures, &lo a 

angerous matter to be meddled with. 

Light.Thoſe who conſider not "_ 
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the Scriptures are written to mens that 
153 to people living in a yale of 1gno- 
rance and darknefle z may, perhaps, 
too haſtily paſſe their cenſure upon the 
City of Light, whereof we diſcourſe. 
But, as far as Ican underſtand'them, 
there is not a word in our holy books 
excluding the heavenly Jernſalem 
from this-knowledge, and our Maſters 
ufe to give 2 rule, that ſpeeches are to 
be taken ſecundum ſubjeftiam maters- 
#mmaccording to the matterwe treat of; 
for he that tpeaks is ſixppol'd to confine 
himſelf torhe particular fabje& of the 
diſcourſe he undertakes : neyerthelefle, 
dc not yet heard me ſay the ce- 
eftiall habitation enyoyes-this privi- 
ledge without Revelation ; for here T 
do not difplay the principles upon 
which their concluſions depend ; bit 
onely declare to you ( admitting 
ſuch pofitions to be true ) the exceſſe 
of pleaſure and content youare to reap 
in that harveſt, if you cultivate your 
land in this world, as youare com= 
manded. 
Sox. Then T'le believe what you 


lay 
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fay wnthoutfarther enquiry. For tru- 
Iy I ce, that if theday of Judgement 
declarerhe juſtice of Almghty God, 
this cannot be dorre without full and 
generall diſcovery of all hearrs: andif 
then every fecretthought ſhall be laid 
open beforethe whole world, me thinks 
ts n6 great matter the blefled ſhould 
mjoythe privnledge of knowing rhem 
betore. Belidles i: would be an unhand- 
ſome maime both to their knowledge 
and content, if ſeeing the effects, they 
ſhould be deptiv'd of ſeeing the cau- 
ſes; which, for the moſt part, reſide 
inthe'inward thoughts. And fo have 
I fallen upon no ſmall fubje& of de- 
Iightto me,that I ſhall ſeethe'Motives 
and true Sources of all efteCts : a thing 
I obſerve much aimed ar: by men © 
ſharpelt underſtandings 3 whence 'ris 
that Hiſtorians are ſo defirous to dive 
into the ſecrets of affaires ; thoſebeing 
accounted the belt, who are thought 
moſt truly to have fourid the deepelt 
ground and bottom of matters of great 
conſequence. 

Light. 'Tisa good and ingenuous 
re- 
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refle&tion- And, if you will take the 
paines to examine allo the inconvent- 
ences which here you find 1n alkings 
reading, or fitting at a Play ; perad- 
venture by compariſon of your plea- 
ſures below,you will make a fuller con- 
ceit of the content you ſhall meet a- 
bove; finding thereall the delights fin- 
cere and pure, without the. nuxture of 
coſe butter and diftaſtfull contingen- 
cies, which are ſo frequently offen- 
live here. E.- 

Soxl.-T have not ſo. 1ll and ſlowly 
follow'd you, but of my ſelf I can un- 
der{tandthat there T ſhall not haverhat 
incertitude of reports, Which here we 
wholy rely upon, and yet they are ge- 
nerally ſo fallible, that 1t were a.. great 
indiſcretion to believe above the tenth 
part of what 1s told us.Nay,even when 
I heare any ſtrange relation from par- 
ties who were preſent, whoſe eyes and 
eares faw and heard what pals'd, yet 
am I often troubled how tounderſtand 
their words; ſome for Intereſt and 
Pafſion, ſome for careleſfnefle or 1gno- 


rance\ome becauſe they think ita re 
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of wit to mend eyery thing they tell,fo 
diſguſing and altering the truths that 
it requires a ſharp and Ready ſight to 
diſcern 1t- Now for reports z how 
ealily they riſe, upon what miſtakes; 
how they are increas'd , going from 
hand to hand ; with what aflurance 
even thoſe who are accounted the beft 
intell;igencer$, will relate, and confi- 
dently ſtand upon them ; our daily ex- 
perience gives {o full a ſatisfation;that 
'us altnoſt a folly to believe any thing 
certainly, till a common conſent bas 
taken away all doubt. And all theſe 
fficulties may in a proportion , be 
- applyed to Hiſtories; and perhaps) 1n 
ſome reſpect remain lefſe anſwerable 
then the objetions againſt living re- 
pou ſo that I cannot but admire their 
evity >» Who dare with ſuch ſecurity 
ground their judgements in mattersof 
preat conſequence, upon the | accyryul 
ar relations of ſome one or few Au- 
thours, though living and preſent. 
| I fſeelikewiſe Tſhall not be troubled 
with the drynefſe,the ill behaviour and 
umportunity of ſuch idle braines, as are 
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generally the inventers of thoſe News; 


nor be molefted with I_ di(- 
courſes upon ſubjects of Intle moment 


in themſelves, and left coneernments 


to me, which'ofterr occurin the beſt Hi- 
ſtories and Playes. Neither ſhall my 
body be diſea&ds my head heavy, mine 
eyes ſore, my time over-{lipt, when bu- 


fineſſe or re(t-calls upon me: all which 


are diminifhtig circumftances, I feel, 
continually checking my appetite to- 
wards thele hts-11t this world:'and 
F ſee ( all thete being taken away ) 
there ariſes a-pure, a high, amuninter- 
rupted and never ending conteraplati- 
tion an abundant a ffthng and over- 
fAowing delight» Now methinks,1be- 
Aint to underſtand how: the waters 0 
Saviour promted the Samaritan; car 
prove an eyerlaſting Fountain of joy 
and refreſhment, perpetually ſpring- 
Ing to-eternall' life. -But yet I do not 
find IT ſhall have thoſe pleaſures, that 
Playesand Romances aimat; which 
conf? in paſſion , and? unexpected 
Contriyances- Nay , metbinks, both 
are impoſſible to that State,. ag 
FY er 
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ther Paſſion nor Ignorance have any 
place; and nothing can be unexpected 
but what we are, ignorant of untill it 
COMES. | 

Lig ht« True 1tis, you ſhall haye no 
Paſſion ; yet ſhall you not. want the 
lealtdelight,even That can afford: For 
Paſſion does not pleale of it ſelf, but 
only ſo far as. it increaſes our know- 
ledge, or heightens our affe&ionss 
Wherefore if the impreſſion in the Soul 
be asgreat as Paſſion could make; you 
{hall haye all the pleaſure That can 
procure. Now, unexpectednefle moves 
us by that vertue which contraries, put 
neer together, have, to encreaſe amd 
ſet oft one another : ſuch: ſurpriſes be- 
ing only a ſuddain joyning of ſome 
accident unthought. on, to what was 
formerly in full and quiet poſſeffion of 
our. mindes. For whilſt our thoughts 
are wholly entertained and: bufily ap- 
ply'd to any, conceit, we leaft expe&to 
lee the contrary fall out. *©+ 

Now conſider with your ſelf the 
paſlage you mult make out of the body 
1ntothe ſtate of Eternity;how RA Ns 

OW 
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how quick, how truly indivifible it will | 
be ; ſo that whateyer ſurpriſe can be i- | 
magined in this world, 1s dull and in- |; 
finitely ſlower. Remember farthergthat 
whatever ſetrles in eternityy can never | 
fade or change, ſo that how long ſoe- 
ver you are out of the body,-all things 
ſhall be as freſh and new to you the 
laſt day asthe firſt. Conceit then what 
an unexpectednefle, what a perpetuall 
newneſfle ſhall be in all you know ; 
| what an extream difference berwixt the 
| conceits of them before, and thoſe you 
ſhall beendu'd within that happy con- 
dition An able and judicious perſon 
| was wontto compare this change with 
| our going into a Court-mask ; when 
out of adarkſome Gallery,peſtred with 
crowding, noiſe and confuſion, by the 
ſhort turn of a wheel, in the twinkling 
of an eye, weare tranſlated, as it were, 
into a paradiſe of glorious light, at- 
tracing ſpectacles and heayenly com- | 
pany» 

Soul. T ſee there will be no good 
thing wanting» that can increaſe and 
heighten our pleaſures ; but that on 

| in 
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( in ſhort Ywhich would diminiſh and 
abate the great delights God hath:cre- 
ated usfor ; ſo that you need tell me* 
no more of thispoint, tor I am fully fa- 
risfied, and apprehenſive - of the vaſt 
joyes I ſhall derive out of this ſubject. 
Light, You muſt rife yet a little 
higher,and ſet your ſelf -to contem- 
xrow thoſe great Myſteries which haye 
lindcd the ſharpeſt fights, and-puz- 
zled the ſubtleſt wits of the world. My- 
ſeries that dazlcd the eyes of S. Pax, 
and (truck his heart with wonder and 
aſtoniſhmenc, whilſt he ſtands admi- 
ring the depth of - the riches of the 
wiſdonie and Crowileage of God:T ink” 
with your felt” that the-Abyfles of 
Gods } - »Jnengy {hall be layd open to 
your diſcoyery ; the fates and deſti- 
nies of Men and Angels : why 7a- 


| £0b eleted and Eſax a reprobate, be- 


fore eit her of them hat dont-'or good 
or evil ; Why Pharaohobdurate and 
Moſes made his God ; why S. Peter 
head of the Church and Jadas a De- 
vill ; {ceing it was 19 thepower of the 
Almighty to haye diſpoſed-quite con 
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 trary of their fortune$,or brought them # 


» But fax more content © 
you wee by to {ce why the only | 


he obs inhnue Goodnef] 
Mercy : Why does 6 op Ex» 
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all to felicxy 


ſeed of Abraberm for thoul; 
__ the 
the reſt of the nations all in 


heaps 
rmblipgiate eternal) miſery Wh - 
ven _ the Golpell, 19 many and 


ble Nations are px 
drkneſl e and diſmg unhappr 
for ever :How all this can Fand 
c 
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neſe ſecret may» 
Rerious eftocts are of ſo high a S—_ 
that we cannot reach their cauſes and 
cy Mawes C (or who br £9 be 


- 


_ ounjate & 
y& may We arrive at this conclufion, 
that of neceſſity there mult be reaſons 
for all : Elſe what mere prnrofongle 
Almig 


then to wnagine that 
( ol ; Reaſan it fu; eſleatiall Mins 


Elect people of God; 
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derſtanding, and abſoluce Ommiſct- 
ence )does theſe great things without 
rexſon ? What' more abſurd then to 
fays that { whereas all upnght mens 
wills are govern'd by reaton ) God's 
will {which is the Author, the Exern- 
plar and Rule of our wills) is blind 
and wiltull2 What more extravagant 
then to think that 'the will, which 
canaot ſ{wervefrom : doing the beſt , 
ſhould work without a belt 2{n fine, 
what lamenefle were it an : bry 
Godzto have his will more ample then 
bis underſtanding could die&? Rea- 
fons 'therefoxe ithere 'are ©-and when 
you :come' ito lay -your mouth to the 
ſpring of eternalf truth, there ſhall 
you ſuck in theſe ineffable Myſteries ; 
there ſhall you fee how from the eſ- 
ſentiall goodneſſe and the impoſſibili- 
tie of ſwerying from'it, che 'wogld and 
all the yariety-of Creaturesnevitably 
flow; there ſhall you'behold howby 
the infallible manuductuonof Reaſon, 
every particular 18 digelted and order 
ed ; how by a-con(tant line of ſucceſ- 
lion, the deſcent ofieffeRs from caules 

D 2 draws 
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draws out this long Play that has ſo 
many Ages been acting upon theſtage 


v 


of this world ;. there you ſhall diſcern {| 
the golden threads, whereby the juſt } 
retrive themſelves out of the Labyrinth | 


. of ſinners ; you ſhall penetrate the | 
 Adamantine chain , with which the | 
wicked are confin'd to eternall flames, ' 


In all you- ſhall fee the glorious Li- 


berty caſting out ts Rayes:.in Ged | 
and his Saints ftrengthned with an un- | 


deceivable force of Light; inthe wayes 


of Men iruggling in a perpetuall A- | 


gony with contingency and ſervitude, 


except where an fewſouls the ſuper- } 


nall bght more and more hinders the 
inftabulity of us eltate. 


The ſeventh diſcourſe. 


TEllme no more of theſe great 


Soul, 
\ pleaſures;for I feel my felt al- 


ready. full. 'Fcan:endure nolonger. I 

pantfor breath, andlanguſh through 

exceſſive heat of defire--I doubt not 

henceforth but - the ſtate of eternall { 

Blifſe contains farre. more and higher 
| / Joyes 


v 
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joyes then eyer entred into mor- 
tall hearts to conceive. Nor fear I 
whenſoeyer I enter this great field, bur 
for ever to find a molt pleaſant and 
delightfull feeding,and eternally drink. 
of the torrent which inebriates rhe 
City of God. " 

Light. You are too tender : Re- 
member that the kingdome of heaven 
ſuffers violence, and the violent onely 
can be Maſters of it» You muſt look 
for a ſtrong Purgatory of loye and 
defixe, if you walk this ways you muſt 
not give oyer without re/rſtrags, even 
to bleed. As yet you are {carce got out 
of. the Circle of Mar ; 'ts time now 
to calt your eyes: on the: reſt of - this 

lorious frame we call the Worlds and 
ce what. pleaſure it affords. It 1s the: 
whole, whereof mankind is but a little, 
though a principall Part. It is a thing 
ina manner aboye us,in a manner our 
end. If our underſtanding be but a 
hunger of truth'\, and truth but the. 
perfe&t poſſeſſion of a thing withour 
us; you fee this great machine the 
worldis a principall end to which na-- 
D 3 ture 
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tare has defign'd our application. And 


truly, wheny we refle&t that the univer- ; 
fall Maſſe of Beings is the moſt fulf / 


expreſſion of Almighty God's Effence, 
which nature carr attairi to 5 what 


doubt remains, bur that our felicity int | 


a notable degree,confilts in the perfe&t 
contemplatioi, and knowledge of n ? 


Soul. This I eafily believe + For | 
when 1 have the good-fortune to hear | 
a ftrange difcovery of fome-fecrer of | 


natures fuch as Phitofophers and A- 
ſtrotomers uſe to look inito ; I cannot 
underſtand the joy I feel in mine heart. 


7 OOnOG_—_—_ , 


"Tis not of that kind which 1 have 


when I ugh,andam taken with forme 
wicy conceit-'Tis not fachgas when I 
encounter any welcome news of forne 
advantage to my ſelf or friends : but 
of a higher (train mixt with admirati- 
on + methinks I an better and greater 
then T was before « methinks,they who 
know theſe things are more then mens 
and arc a kind of Demi-gods. And I 
obſerve that Poets and perſorrs of great 
brain andeapacity ( having ſpentcherr 
youth it yain and worldly purfuirs ) 


defare, 
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defite;orditrarily,to conſecrate theit ri- 
per yeares to theſe Sciences. 

Lights Reflect then upon the wotr- 
dets hich ate ſtored up in Nature for 
_ Fout' conteht- Place before your cyes 

the adriittable government of this great 
Fabrick 5 che World.+ Conſider the 
c6titſes of the Sun;Moon,Planetszand 
fixed Startts, arid hope one day to 
krrow what cauſes and wheels they 
tart! ripen. Sre the Globe of the 
Earth,ard ent heels ts heels walking 
round about it, without atty riayfs of of 
to faſter; then to it, yet how Is 
fotſs | 1$to tertove from it: Really, 
the fertorts confiderarion of the File 
podes renidets rhe fo fir 
arid ratd ro be beli dxharghougt = 
are af{nt'd by experierice of the tttith, 
yet if we ffiould afvwayes ftrorigly ite 
gire 60x felyes (6 welkites ms, wecotild 
tiot bet fexrs (tiff falling info rhe 
Clouds, ne booth” © one 4no- 
See the perpetealf floxring of 
the Sea , Hike # riwo Or yu 

Clock; warnirig ts of the fore with 

as great exivee 2s do the avon 
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and Starres: -See the various Climes, 
with all their affke&tions. The bounds 
of Seas and Lands. The difference of 


temperature in the ſame proportions to 


the Sun. The diverſity of Beaſts,Birdsy 
Fiſhes, and Plants, according to the 
variety of cheir habitations. Men them- 
ſelves, here black;there white, in ſome 
parts tawnys {ome red : and their yery 
Wills and AﬀeRions following the 
temperament of ther bodily qualries. 
When you are weary of theſe won- 
ders,look 1nto particular Natures. The 
nuxture of Mctals and Stones. How 
Juices and Liquids penetrate all, and, 
incorporating themlclyes, frame theſe 


ſtrange orgy 5 ney of things we.con- 


verſe with. Plants more. wondrous 
then theſe :who can chooſe but be de- 
lighted to fee a little Flower or Meal 
hidden 1n. the earth, and peep out a- 
ain ? now green, then take body and 
ſtrengths diſperſe it ſelf into branches, 
bud forth leaves,and flowers,and fruit, 
and at laſt other ſuch bags of Meal 
as it ſelf was. YetLiving creatures are 
furniſht with a farre greater plenty of 
won=- 
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wonders. The Wormesthe Flies, the 
Birds, the Beaſts, the Fiſhes, every:one 
affording a world of admiration and 
variety« 

But above all, MAN the End and 
Maſter of all, is a \ubje& of —_— 
contemplation- Who would not thin 
a life ſpent '1n delight, to underſtand 
what compoſition that ſhould. be 
whicb,turn'd into blood, becomes firſt 
one part of a heartzafterwards a whole 
heart ? what ſhould make it ſpring and 
ſhoot outinto other vitall parts? how, 
can a poor heart frame ſuch a variety of 
Members as are neceflary to the perfect - 
body of a wan ? What ſhould ſet two 
Armes two Legs,two: Eyes juſt ſuch 
a number of Fingers and-Tges upon 
every man ? ſo many different parts» 
{o various n their Nature, Figures, 
Ute and Service, and alltheſe to agree. 
together ; and Man,compog'd of ally to 
keep ſo long in tune and harmony? the: 
degper we gos the greater's the admira- 
tionahbugh the words fewer. But:what, 
altotiſhment will # be: to diſcover the. 

ſubtul _———_ Power and ©7 
| 5 as :; 


—_— —— —_ 


which 


A Contemplation 

th Mitaphyſtcins Ell them ) are 
orbieden parting» to penetrate the d;- 
walibilicy of fGancen ſelf?to fimg. the 
loves of Matter and Form ; amd: ſee 
how by che Influence of the Qzer- 
flowing Being, thty become the _ 

and Foundatoa of this fair P 
Shall I feek into the rational och 
and fee theumon of the two worlds? 


fearchthe Conduit 4 oy 
or 9a palbages 


_ chings? Shall 1. ak-why the 


Spe, C1 —_—_ within oor 


afleep,and can do 


che: imprefiton w ws 
noted by thn 4 


Burewhat wilt it be to make thisan, 
oceafion of paſſing ineo the: nee 
world there to concemplare che ftate of 
is many fepararrd fouts, all different, 
yealt hike oncanother ? ther. filhgo 
MAonnt wp. oo np ora 
Spirits,” and. 
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ther Mierarchies > And tow there'18 
but tte great flep mores to behotd the 
influerice of the Divittity npon aMland 
in alt trainers; butin tote foprear 
ind adriiitable, av in fhewing its ſelf; 
its Faces itsEffenceto the bleffed 
fits. Thi Bldfrng that Adoptionst 
Dreificxtions as it is the moſt woridet= 
fuff of aff Gods works, fo will ir be 
Rretngtly taviſting to behold in 0+ 
hers; as well as feel mt our felyes. 
Soxut. F-Fiavs not. the Teaft forup! 
but chat theſe delights xre farre beyon 
# yon'hyt hitherto mention'd ; they - 
rok, byoc deffrving thar eftirfiationn arid 


mot Font to my og arid heavy bog | 
ag.” S with your for the 
r. So"tis with your for the pre= 
fr bs Fd ancitae ſoit contern- 
On make ble to mxntge | 
point, you ally dt tithe” es 
eyen- here theſe fublime thingF oWer® - 
draw alt others. Eook opon chepains - 
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a Democrit#szan Archimedesja Pla- 
to and other Philoſophers have taken) 
ta, know the loweſt. of Truths. The 
firſt is ſaid to have pu out his eyes, that 
he might contemplate the better. The 
{econdto have been ſo abſorpt that he 
ſuffer'd death for not taking natice of 
the danger before him. The thixd to 
have travailed through all parts, where 
he could hear of learned men4to be their 
Scholar. Another to have liv'd in the 
fields two and twenty years,todiſcoyer 
the cuſtomes and operations of Bees. 
Think you not theſe excellent witts 
found great pleaſure in their contem- 
plations.? who was eyer moy'd to 1o 
difficult undertakings,by any worldly 
defigne? As for your Alexanders and 
Ceſars,if theirlivesbe well look'd into, 
they had many collaterall reſpeCts,and 
by-invitements ; alwayes conyerſing 
amongſt multitudes of men, who cry- 
ing up their conqueſts , as aCtions 
” immortall fame , ſtill encourag'd 
them to go on and finiſh their trt- 


So 
Seul, When time and experience 
| | "0 ſhall 
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ſhall have encreafed my force, I ſhall 
be able( Thope ) to grapple with theſe 
motives. But in the mean while 1s 
there nothing 1n theſe ſecrets of Na- 
ture which may touch my ſelf, and ſo 
make me more quick and ſenſible of 
the pleaſures thereof? | 

 Leght. If it ſolittle moye yousthat 
this knowledge is the proper mark at 
which your nature aimes; at leaſt con- 
fider thatthe knowledge of your felf 1s 
a ſpeciall part of it-: and if you believe 
'ou are. concern'd in your elf, if de- 
hted 'with your own parts and per- 
tections, you ſhall not want caufe of 
content. What would you have? would 
you. be. the Center of this. great Cir- 
cumference ? would you have nothing 
donegbut you ſhould have a ſhare in't? 
If no lefle will fatisfie you, ler's ſee 
how muchis true of this. What think 
you ? are any two things exaAly like 

one another ? 
_ Soul. Peradyenture yes, Iconceiye 
it no paradoxe to believe fo — 
Light. Then they would bein the 
ſame place, have the ſame iſe +12 
w - 
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whereby chey would be the ſame, and 
tiot alike. 

Soal. That's true I confeſſe; there- 
fore 110 two things are abſolntely 
alike. 

Light. Can two things in any res 

in & volike one anotheryproceed from 
the ſame cauſes ir. no reſpeR differing 
from one another ? 

Soul. Certainly = catiriot = for 
wherein they vary, there nuft cxceffx- 
rily be ſome cauſe e of cher diffirtifhndtey 
but the fame canfes fill work rhe fame: 
therefore the caufes remalt forme way be 
- 0 if there be difference in>r 


azke, This is welf. Fhert you bers 
all the cireumftances had not 
ſame, if any one'of the.cavſes; which 
concureitey the miaking of them, had 
been alter'd'in any thing corceruing 
your making. 
Sonu, That's very true 

Light. Theri caft with # wt ſelf 

Wo part; of 


ow draw. 
with you» of all char pad before 
Souls 


Yolh . 
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Sol. 1 fee well that neither the cau- 
ſes mmedaately concurring to thema- 
king of mes nor any that concurr'd to 
the making of chenvfuch asthey ought 
neceffarily tobe for the making of me, 
coald from the beginnmng of the world 
to this hour, be ochee then they have 
been 1f 1 were to be what Fam- Bur 
how farre this extends it felf 1 donor 
clearly ſee. | 
Lighr. Locke well intothe:caufes 
of your body: Doe you thinke the Awe 


. contributes nothing > 


Sonb. Yes certainly: for it piercimg 
all tender bodyes by Perfprration., 
mnſtof: neceffity alter mack thediſpo+ 
nap of either Man or Child, if wfelf 


Light. And if the very next Aire 


ts that which enters mto- your body 


be eifferent;- can thar which. enters: be 

the-ſame'? 
Sonbk Clearly it canner ; for the 
nex purt; in t6 fluid and penerrable's 
bodys nut of neceffiryhay greather- 
fluence wmiro' thee. winely pRrrees my 
Body | | 
Lig hte 
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Light. And how far reaches this 
operation ? | 

Soul. Marry in this way , going 
from one to another and ill arewin » 
If the nextbe altered this cannot be 
the ſame; I ſee no {top as faras the Air 
or any other ſuch penetrable Body ex- 
tends it ſelf ; but the ſame conſequence 
mult be applyed to the whole. : 

Light. You have forgotten your 
agreement with men this point,: that 
the Air contributes to the bodies which 
are 1n 1t; elſe you would eafily haye 
ſeen -thart all: which communicate in 
the ſame Air, mult be chang'd, if a- 
ny the leaſt thing in you. were 
alter'd-. _ hy . 

Soul. Then if itbe true-what:I ſee 
Aſtronomers now almoſt conſentin), 
that there are no Sphears , but a con- 
tiauall Aire or,other ſubtile body runs 
through the whole frame of Nature; 
all bodies that are muſt ;be alter'd 'for 
the alteration; of any one, - unlefſe A]- 
mighty God) or ſome other Spirits by 
a particular and extraordinary inter- 
polure, make an unexpected and pre- 

terna- 


'F 
q 
4 
| 
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ternaturall change in ſome one- or 
more of them. "5 5t4A 

Light. You are in the right: but 
do you reflect upon the conſequence, 
that nothing created before you could 
be otherwilcy if you were to be what 
you are; nor ay thing following you 

at it 1s to be, were not 

ou what you are? So that you ſhall 

find your {elf a partiall cauſe of all, 
either before or after you. 

Soxl. 'Tis eafie to conceive I may 
be cauſe of what comes after mes be- 
cauſe when onceT haye a being, Ican' 
work,and lome efte&ts may flow from 
me : but before T my ſelfamyhow can I 
be cauſe of any thing ? 

Light. Do you not know that God. 
creates nothing, but he foreſees and 
fore-wills all the good which is to 
follow upon ſuch a productions. and 
makes 1t with defigne, that ſuch good 
may proceed from't ? Whence you 
may ſafely conclude, that he intended 
you out of all that went before you: 
and you are not ignorantthat among 
the four kindes of Caules the finall, or 

good 
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good intended is the chief and princi- 


pall ; fo that you are more the cauſe of 


whar's paſt, then of what's to come. 
The eighth diſcour ſe. 


Soul. T Hough I know not what to 
anſwer t6 your Diſcotrſe ; 
nay, though it ſeemclear and eyrdent ; 
yet the ftrangeneffe, and eyen incre- 
diblenefle of the Conchifion, makes 
me diftruft mine own under(tartding- 
But, is it poſfible that all theſe great 
kriowledges (hall fall to ry fhate, if E 
eoreto Heaven ? 

Light. Why ſhonld you fear the 
lefle, if you be {ire of the greater ? Do 
yoth peradyenture, dotibt whether you 
{+43 be partaker of the fight of God ? 
4nd yet this is fo farre beyond alt we 
have lraherto fpoken ofxthat there 18 no 
cornpatifon berweert ther; not fo 
rh as of a drop of water to the 
whole Sza. 

Soul. How can this be ? fince God 
18 but one mervifible Effence, and itt 
whart yott have mans ana in- 

nity 
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finity of moſt worthy and ravithing 
Objeas. For though Idoubt not bur 
the fight of God exceeds farre the fight 
of any one, his perfefions infinnely 
furpaffing or io methinks,whert chere 
is nothing elſe tobe done for ever, bur 
to ſee the one and the otherzthe yariry 
carries fo high an adyantage;in reſpe& 
of taking delight in knowledge, chat 
there needs 2 yalt cexcefſe inany fingte 

object to counterprife tt. = | 
Light. Your own words convince 
you: for admit that God exceedsany 
one obje&t ( compared with him, asto 
the pleature of fee1ngs ) mfinicely, that 
is, to the proportion of hisworthand 
digmty ; yotgby the fame rea{on, con- 
clade him preferrable © tws or three j 
and ſo to any ttumber, that is, to all. 
However, I ſhall rather apply my ſetf 
to give you content in your dematrid, 
then preſſe you feverely with your own 
argument. Firlt therr,confider, if there 
were a colone or beanty 6f fo high a 
degree, that our eye were not capable 
to tee it withour the affiltance of ſome 
mew-found ſpectacle; and A + 
e 
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thelitclenefſe or diſtance of the ObjeR, 
but becauſe the purity of the light or 
excellency of the colour was 1o (tri- 
king and glorious, that an eye of this 


compolſure would be blinded with the 


luſtre of its brightnefle : do you not 
conceive the (ight of ſo radiant a ([plen- 
dour would be nobvler then the view 
we haye of our ordinary world ? and 
this in the proportion that the Eye 
umproy*d and Sedhed with the new 
ſpectacle, 1s better and nobler then of 
Its own fingle nature. js 
Soxl. So far I can eſpie no way to 
eſcape your reaſon : for if both Eye 
and Objc& be heightned 1:1 a propor- 
tion, the very ſeeing, and by conſe- 
quence the pleaſure raken in it,muſt of 
neceflity tiſe 1:1 the ſarne degree, or I 
have loſt my underſtanding. 
Light. Then ponder what I'm ture 
you haye teen often taught, that the 
ſight of God 1s ſo great, 1o ſublime an 
ations. that it exceeds the power of 
all celeſtiall ſpirits ; not onely ſuch as 
are,but even all that can be made, and 
the whole campaſle of creatures cy 
Wwaat- 
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whatſoever 1s not God. Confider now 
how full and: overflowing a'meaſure 
of delight mult neceflarily follow upon 
theſe premiſles ; I believe you'l find it 

no leſſe then I ſpeak of. : 
Soul. What may be the reaſon ofthis 
incredible excefle? though I'm a fool to 
askaqueſtion you haye already ſo fully 
anſ{weredby reſolving it into the infi- 
nite beauty of Almighty God,. whoſe 
perfeQtions are beyond all compariſon» 
Light. In the beginning I bar- 
ain'd with you not toexpect the cau- 
s of things inthis diſcourſe, bur; the 
effeRs, that 15»what pleaſure ariſes out 
of them, upon ſuppoſition of their 
truths, Yet if you underſtand the ex- 
ceſle of a Spirit above Bodies and their 
grofle parts, conceiye that God ſo ex- 
ceeds a Spirity as that is more excellent 
then a Body, I mean; riot in equality 
of. proportions but 1-would onely ex- 
preſſe thattheir excellencies are cleare 
of-a wifferent kinde; ſo that there is no 
compariſon of worths between them, 
but the ſupereminent dignity of one ſo 
farre {urpaſles the orherzthat in reſpect 
| ot 
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- of thefirſt the {ſecond 15 no wayes eſt i- 
mable-- A more particular account you 
may make your felt at your lei, 
by reflecting that our apprehenſion of 
things has three degrees : ſome we 
concelye as compounded,othersas fim- 
ple ; and one onely thing, which we 
call Beiwg,has a different nature,jn our 
very lan and underftanding 
re Almighty God in he deyper of ir 
mig in the h 
Gs alone and by himfelf. It you could 
throughly penetrate theſe three man- 
ners of mg in would be a 
great adyancetoward the knowledge 
you-defive- For the preſent let me ac- 
quam'you with this obferyation, that 
many great Clerks and ftudied 
have ſo mach efteem'd this Notion, 
that they fear'd notto pronounce Al- 
mighty Godabſolutely inviſible to any 
created underftanding,and inhabiting 
a light by 110/power acceſhble. 
But herein the goodnefle of God 
has exceeded the wit of Man , and 
found a means to communicate him- 
ſelf to-our Soules, Wherefore,wiſer are 
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our Maſters of Myſticall — 
acknow ledge the graczous h Ling ur 
of the nexe life, though here they find 
themſelyes falenced. For when by ylong 
qr they have heaped 
reat Titles of Being, Goodpeſſe 
ed ty Eternity, Immenfity, Own» 
potence, Infiniteneſe, and whatever 
elle we find attributed to the Dexy ; 
after "the haveſome lgtle while exuked 
un AS ($4 wa refleting upon what 
they are ty withall, > fudenty 
turn the leafy and with a more 
I wary | knowledgche none of 
theſe ; but 4 wnkxown Nobity, 
ws all theſe axe ſo poor and deh- 
CENT an expreſflion, that they are a- 
ſham'd of what they bad hidand now 
reſt 1 n _ wp Fproyiond 
words whexewith to expr things. 
which they onely can attain to by 
couteſhng themſelves totally Ignorant 
It» 
And this 15 not onely true 1n __— 
of Men, buteyen of Angels; whoſe 
languages if we could ſpeak, that 1s 


were aur apprehenfions and conceis 
as 
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as high andereat as any of theirs, yet 
would it not. profit us , becauſe not 
neceſſarily conjoyned with Charity. 
However,even their languages exceed 
ourſhort capacities, and are not tobe 
exprefled with the tongues of Men : 
which ſeems the cauſe why Saint Pax/ 
(who was made partaker of their 
' knowledge, though ſhort of theſight 
of the face of God )faid, he had heard 


words of ſecret that were not im the 


power of Manto ſpeak : for ſo( asI 


take it )the Originall Text beares,and 
not thatit was unlawfull ; ſince, what 
Law was made againſt ſpeaking that 
which we have heard? unlefle wepar- 
Ucipate of the firſt Errour, concerving 
God through enyy to hide Myſteries & 
great knowledges from us. It was not 
then unlawfull, but impoſſible to de- 
clare what was revealed to Saint Part; 
no words of Man being capable to ex- 
prefle the conceits of an abſtracted In- 
telligence, amongſt whom he then 
convers'd. 

Soul.. You ſeem to drive me farther 
off from.xcliſhing this which ous: 
alre 
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alred as the moſt eminent pleaſure of 
all others. For if you afford me no 0 
ther conceit of it, then of anunappre- 
henfible Light» of a myſterious Dark- 
neſs,and a learned Ignorance,I know 
not how to' faſten any Armes of love 
or likitig upon it» Therefore I beſcech 
you oblige me with ſome explication of 
this difficulty -in ſuch an intelligible 
ways as may feed and encourage my 
defire to ſeethat Glory of Glories. 
'' L:ght. What ſhall Ifay to you? If 
you can fix your eyes upon what-Being 
1S; how) although but one, yet it runs 
through all thatis inthe world 3 how 
not onely things and parts of things, 
but eyen the moſt dilared . and thin 
concens of eycry thing have this Na- 
ture; as neceſlanly as the fulleſt.::then 
think Almighty God is the firſt root 
and neceſſity of Being. He is Being it 
ſelf,in it {c}t, and of it ſelf becauſe it is 
ts ſelf. . I muſt leaye the reſtto your 
quiet contemplations ; but- know 
that 1n thele few: words » if -you 
ponder them to their juſt merit, you 
ſhall find life and blifſe. Yet let me 
E lay 


90 A Contemplation 


ſay one thing more: Can you conceiye * 
how 1n a Bean or Acorn, or a Mu- | 


ttard-feed , lies the Herb: or Tree 
which we ſee fpring out of them? how 
every Branch, and Flower, and Knot, 
and whateverelſe is in the Oft-ſpring, 


lyes hidden in the Seed; not that eyery | 


part is diftinCt there, but the nature of 
the Seed is ſuch,that out of it they haye 
their ordinary proceeding and fprout- 
ing without fail ? From this low and 
fanuliar inftancey if you can raiſe your 
fancy to conceiye that Almighty God 
15 to all that can be or eyer was, as this 
Seed to that which comes of it, ( notin 
the dull manner wherein the Seed is 
confider'd,in refeyence:to what ſprings 
from itzbut ) in all ſortsof principall 
and noble cauſality: then you have 
made ſome little entrance into the diſ- 
playing of this unſpeakable treaſure. 
Soul. This example has a little a- 
waken'd my brains, and given me a 
hint how great ſecrets may be hidden 
- 1h one uniform and ſimple thing: but I 
wiſh you would be pleas'd to go on, & 
help my dulneſsto underſtanditbetter. 


Light 
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Light. Have you read any of the. 


{ Spirituall books which treat of Gods 


Attributes, and ſhew bis Eſſexce, his 
Infinity, his Truths Goodneſſe,' ms 
Eternity, bis Immenſity, his Provi- 
dences his Mercy, his Faſtice , his 


| Knowledge and 1dea's, and whatever 


eli fills upthoſe high Diſcourſes? Have 
you naps 2 volumes by which Drvines 
ftrive to declare thoſe three' Myſterious 
Words, F ATHER, SONNE 
and HOLY G HOST; ſoplains 
and yet fo high; ſo ſfwmply deliver'd 
m our Creed, and fo laboriouſly com- 
mented upon by all the- moſt prodigt- 


g1ous Witts of aknoſt fixtten Ages ? 


Soul. I have to my proportion,had 
aview of moſt of thofe Treatiſes you 
mention, and imagine your deſigne is, 
to informe me, that this /ndivi/ible 
Eſſence we call GO D, contains in 
it {ubl1me Myſteries, ſuffictent to ſariſ- 
he any mind that is contented here 
with theſe Diſcourſes, which learned 
Do&tours frame of God. But all this 
avoids not the Objection, that he 1s 

{avi when teenin 
E ? him- 
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himſelf, and conſequently can giye 
but one contentment, though. that be 
ny high and excefſively delight- 


Light. Youare not much amifſein 
my aim : but you cannotdeny that the 
entire cauſe of that pleaſure which all 
theſe books afford, is in that Tndiyi- 
fable ar you ſhall contemplate. For 
beſides that it 1s the fame thing, the | 
one onely ſubject of all thoſe Books ; 
and that clearly difſcover'd, which hu- 
mane $kill can but weakly expreſle 
under yails and ſhadows ; you ſhall | 
ſee how this. one indivifible f3ght is ya- | 
niouſly diſpers'd and articulatedzin all / 
thoſe admurable Truths which fill | 
thoſe immenſe -yolumes : ſo that on 
one (ide you ſhall behold the Indive- 
fble Truth, on the other the Multitude | 
we make of it, and thirdly, how that 
Indiviſible contains all this Multitude: 
which in effect makes appear to you, 
that this Indivifible Eflence you had 
{ſuch fear to be cloy'd with, contains 
large yolumes, and correſponds to all 
the Thcaries in the World, and m_ 
| exceeds 
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exceeds them- Naysif yourefle&t upon 
what we were diſcourſfing by accident 
concerning the languages of Angels ; 
andif there be, as ſomeimagine, Cor- 


poreall Rationall Creatures in other 


Globes-behides the Earth, which have 
new manners of apprehending and 
expreſſing different from us; you ſhall 
finde in this Tndivifble Eſſence, 
whole volumes toentertaine and fati- 
ate, with innumerable contemplations z 
all theſe varieties of noble under- 
ſtandings- 

Soul. T now ſce that if a thouſand 


' Millions of writers, for a thouſand 


times as many yeares, ſhould imploy 
their whole ſtudies to drain the cog- 
nolchbility and pleaſure the [ndivi/i- 
ble:Deity yields, it were abſolutely im- 
poſſible they ſhould in the leaſt mea- 
ſure exhauſt it. So that if I atchieye 
that happy enterpriſe, if T once. enter 
into that blefled Stare; I fear not to be 
overflown with' a floud of content, 
pure, beyond all content, refreſhing 


x; heart with perperuall delight for 
eternity, 
E 3 Light. . 
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Light. Since we are come o farye 
together , I mult not leave you here, 
wrhout proceeding to declare one 
- quality more of this bliſsfull ViGon. 
Did you never obſerve , when ſome 
hard buſineſle has been explicated, ac- 
cording as you underſtood t or not, 
you would ſay,you bad it or had i not? 

Sowl. I bave often felt ſuch a 
thought pafle within mes bur what do 
you inferre fromthence? 

Light. Not ſo quick,you muſt take 
along with you this notion likewiſe ; 
Our Maſters tell us, that the Soul by 
knowledge becomes the thing known: 
as if it knew a Houſe, it becomes a 
Houſe ; tf an Ox or Horſe, it becomes 
that Creature; Not by xsbeing turn'd 
into the ObjeR, but boy the aſſumption 
of the Object into its (elf: as the Wall, 
when the Sun ſhines on't, becomes the 
light,Lron 1n the fire becomes red- And 
that which perſwades them to this 
opinion 15, they ſee Water or Iron, 
when heated with Fire, will warm 
or burn » and haye theeffe&s of the 
aſlumed Nature; and that uniyerſallys 
no- 
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nothmnig hath the particular operation 
of a thing, but ts own Nature. Where- 
fore finding that the workmany who 
knows and has the [dex of a houſcycan 
make a houſe;that as far as we know of 
a Dog or Horſe;ſo far we can humour 
thermzand work according to their Na- 
fares :- they aſſure 'themſelyes , that 
knowledge 1s a kind of having or be- 
ing the thing we know. Our Divines 
go farther, and tell'us, Almighty God 
cannot be clearly known by {f1nulitude; 
and therefore ſay, *tis neceſſary this 


| Effence ſhould be immediately joyn'd 


to. the underſtanding 'of the blefled 
{onlesz/ or eMe they cannot know hima. 
Out of all- which I would derive to 
our underftanding this won truth, 
at the fight of God is a full poſſeſſi- 
on of him, a kind of becoming his 
nature,and a true and reallzt AC- 
F_—_ ns he re 
you haye- any eſteem of Alnig 
God, and Charity towards him » if 
ow loye to'your ſelf, any deſire to be 
novle and excellent beyond all others, 
if any OAT and rationality 
Ws 3 4 TH 
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In you, fly at this great Quarry, run 
for this glorious Prize, fight for this 
incomparable Crown. Fear nothing , 
only ruminate ſeriouſly upon it ; do 
but heartily defire it , and long after 
it; do but wiſh it, and you cannot 
faile+; 1t cannot eſcape you, but of 
K or -will {toop to your lure and 

and. Yong? 


The ninth diſcourſe. 


Soul. [ Can better with a deep 
thoughr and filent recolle- 


Qion, imprint upon my mind theſe 
glorious truths you have diſcovercd to 
me, then by words exprefſe how ſenſi- 
| ble Iamot the 4 ry Samy they 


afford. Now Ifſee youhave led me by 
degrees through all the pleaſures of the 
mind,from the molt familiat and low- 
eſt, to thoſe of ſo high a puchzthat they 
exceed the apprehenſion of Men and 
Angels. I know not what remaines, 
but to enquire, fince our Bodyes ſhall 
be pattakers of happineſſe with the 
Soul, whether it ſhall haye any. pro- | 
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per pleaſure of ſenſczas it ſeems to haye 
inthis world.  «« 

Light. Well faid you, as it ſeems 
to have; torreally it has none: all mo- 
tions which appear 1n beaſts fo order- 
ly that they make a ſhewof proceeding 
from ſome degree of reaſon, being on- 
ly the utengg. ef certain aeriall or 
watery parts. of the body, ſo ordained 
by Nature, as to bethe beginnings of 
helping it ſelf in its wants. Now wes 
out of our experience of our ſelves,con- 
ceitthey paſle with knowledge in them, 
as we find they do in us. But marking 
our ſelyes well, we {hall cafily perceive 
that in Beaſts all thoſe motions may 
be. without any true knowledge : For 
if we obſerye our groning in difcaſes, 
we ſhall experience that it 1s but the 
courſe of our. breath, which coming 
forcedly, by reaſon of ſome reſtraint 
within, ſends forth that ſad unmuſficall 
noiſe, as it. would do out of a Pipe ſo 
made as ourbodies are 1n that caſe.. By 
the ſame Inſtrument 1s performed the 
expreſſion of Joys though tuned to an- 
other key 3 and every paſſion cauſing: 

E 5 {ome. 
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ſome yariety in our interiour Organs, 

is the reaſon that our naturallexpreſſ1- 

- onsare divers; which clearly diſcovers 
the hypocriticall ambition of ſuch as 


profeile to underſtand the language of 


Birds, that truly is none at all. If then 
we conſider our body abſtractedly ; as 
thereis no knowledge in it, but only 
a courſe of windy and watery ſubſtan- 
ces ſhut up in conduits and caſes, ſo 
there is no pleaſure nor grief, bur all 
depends upon the mind, and is 1ntirely 
derived fromit,even then when the bo- 
dy ſo imperuouſly & wrefiſftably ſeems 
to opprefie us. 

- Soxl-Butarlea(t,ſhall the Soul then 
participate by the Body ſuch pleaſures, 


2s now ſhedoes by her ſenſes? Neither | 


do 1 askthis out of any ftrong defire I 
haye of them ; for your diſcourſe hath 
weaned me from thats by demonſtra- 
ting ſuch exceſſive ſtore of far taore de- 
hicious entertainments - but only led 
on by a curiofity, to know what ſhall 
benide us 1n that bappy Kingdome. 
Tight, I —_— {ce you ſo rea- 
fonable; and therefore propofe you 
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only one queſtion, Whether youthink 
itfit any thing ſhould be in that ble(- 
{ed ſtate, which nught bring trouble 
and diſturbance to its reſt and peace ? 

Soul, Nothing is more affured then 
that whateyer 1s interruptive of joy, 
ought to be baniſhed from ſo great a 
felicity. 

Light. Then go along withme in 
one obſeryartion more ; andr 
thatall ſenGriye pleaſures are. trouble- 
ſome and importune, unleſſe the bod 
be in a certain diſpoſition when ſu 
delights are ſeaſonable: as to one whoſe 
ſtomach 1s full, not only the taſte, bur 
even the yery ſmell of mear is nauſeous. 
Which ſingle inſtance; if particularly 
look'd into and improycd to the utter- 
molt will ſufficiently eſtabliſh this 
concluſion, that no corporeall pleaſure 
1$g00d to Man or Beaſt, but 11 ſome 
want or diftrefle in the Body ; when - 
either tis too full, and would diſcharge 
Jogr,oppreſied art» or too empty» and 
demands ſomething to filll it, 

Sowl. All this I _—_ to,in pleaſures 
of the tait and touch, and peradven-- 

ures, 
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ture, of ſmelling, which ſeems to haye 
great affinity with our taſt : but how it 
ould hold 1n recreations and delights 
conveyed to us by hearing and ſeeing, 
I do not perceive. ; 
Light. Seeing 1s gennrany in order 
to knowledge; and ſo the pleaſure , 
principally and purely, of the mind, 
not of the body : But tor hearing, *tis 
evident enough thatis ſa, even. by the 
ſole experience. of muſick ; which we 
plainly feel inclines us to ſadneffe or 
murth according to its. quality- Who Þ[ 
has not heard that it diſcharges the ye- 
nome of the Tarantula in ' Apulia? 
And by what yertue think we, 1s this 
ftrange wonder wrought, but that mu- 
fick 15 to our inward, as dancing or 
running to our outward parts ? And as 
Nature tires up all young things » 
ws prog Lambs,and Kitlinszto pla 
and run about, by which they diſperſe 
the cl humours that otherwiſe 
would ſettle in their joynts : ſo Muſick 
ſtrikes our inward aeriall parts intoa 
> 6. and active motion» which dif- 
gesthem of their groſler Ro 
an 
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2nd purgesall into a ſprightlineſle, as 
rivers clear themſelves by running» 
and winds by the ſwiftneſſe of their 
flying- For we feel, if we mark it» 
the ſenſible Rtroaks of a Lute or Ban- 
dora beat the ſame meaſute in our 
Breaſts, as if the ſtrings of our Heart 
and of the Inſtrument were both Uni- 
ſons: and certainly there is ſome ſub- 
ſtance there able to receive the '1mpre(- 
fion; as we ſee the Aire and Water 
do of ſuch things as have any quick 


* motion in them. So that the ſound-of 


muſick is ſweet to us, becaule the trem- 
ble it makes in our ear is agreeable to 
our Body ; but if. you take away that 
proportion, by which fuch a ſhake or 
motion 1s fit for us', Muſick it ſelf 
would be ungratefull. Wherefore if 
we conceive. our Body ſhall be in the 
moſt happy and excellent diſpoſition 
x can be put into, andthat all Motion 
muſtz of neceſſity, alter. it from that 
temperarment , and by confequence, 
change it into a worfe -: we fee that 
{tate 1s not a ſtate of Motion, but of 
Reſt; and tae all Motion andaltera- 


tion, 
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tion will be diſpleaſure to our body. 
To which if &r joyn this reaſon,thar 
all corporeall an is ether Motion, 
or pertormedby it ; you tnay conclude 
there can no pleaſure hereafter flow 
from. Motions nor paſſe through our 
ſenſes, all whofe' operations depend 
Upon It. - 
Soxl, Then 1s all corporeall plea- 
ſure to be left with this world ? © 
Light. When you come into the 0- 
ther, or rather, after the Great 'Day, 
your body ſhall be inriched with all 
perfections its nature 1s capable of ; 
your ſoul with uniyerſall and almoſt 
infinite knowledge. If ftill you defite 
any farther pleaſures, you ſhall haye 
both skill and meanes to apply. them 
to your ſelf. And 'as for Muſick , 
whoſe delight confiſts in the yariet 
and connexion of proportions, thoſe 
your underſtanding ſhall participace 
more perfectly then any ſenſe can af- 
ford ; and. this ina high and noble 
manner of apeietions without the dull 
and {low affiſtance of eares,to conyey 
their imprefſion to your mind. Can 
you wiſh for more ? Souls 
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Soul. Not only my utmoſt wiſh- ' 
esz but even my curiofity remaines ful- 
ly ſatisfhed. For other qualities of our 
body,I have been taught we ſhall en- 
joy cternally all that can be defired; 
a Strength irrefiſtable; an Agility ſo 
{wift and ative, that the Soul cannot 
ſooner command then the Body obey; 
a Health firm and conſtant, which no- 
thing can either diminxſh or endanger; 
laſtly» a Beauty, now no beauty, but 
pure _ and Glory. 

Light. Youare inthe right; and1 
am very gladto obſerye your affection 
to that happy ſtate, from the kind- 
neſle of your expreſſions concerning it- 
only) as for beauty, of which ſome are 
particularly curious, I ſhall propoſe 
this ſpeculation ; It may be ſo compri- 
ſed in a generall ſymmetrie of the bo- 
dy,that neyerthelefſe eyery individuall 
perſon may enjoy ſuch a ſingular and 
{peciall temperament, as ſhall be a de- 

ce of beſt; the joyes of the ſoul 

arting their beams and diftuſing ther 
influences throughout the yery body, 
and rendering i the moſt loyely _ 
| whe 
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- defireable fight that can be imagined. 
And now, having driven our diſ- 
courſe up to this height, that we are 
come within the view of heaven it ſelf: 
whatremaines but burning defires,per- 
petuall choughts of , and a dwelling 
( even.whilſt weare here ).in our con- 
ceived happinefle above ? which only 
to underſtand and deſire, is to gains 
and for ever poſleſſe. But if neither 
eccternall Felicities can allureus,nor e- 
verlaſting Miſeries fright usinto our e-- 
vident duty : what ſhall we anſwer at 
that Great Days if we find our ſelyes 
upon the wrong hand? What pretence 
can we offer to be placed/ on the 
right? What excuſe can we alledge 
againſt the dreadfull Neſcis Vos ? 
Wherefore to avoid that unhappy 1c- 
arationy to preyent that irrevocable 
aniſhment from our dear F E S AS; 
let us- make our ſelves familiar with 
him here, who by a thouſand favours 
ſolicites our love, and by a thouſand 
titles. deſeryes our ſervice 3 having 
{pent His age, and ſhed His precious 
bloudz to redeem us from fin » Fe 
aWw. 
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draw us to himſelf; to deliver us from 
the bondage of Satan,and bring us te 
His own Kingdome , rewarding us 
with the Crowns and Sceptres of E- 
ternity : To whom be given all poſli- 
ble honour and glory from all things 
for all things, and in all things. A- 
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Lady SOMMERSET. 


MADAM, 


4 


S your Commands have | 
} been able to ſtrain all the | 
8 Sinew: of wy Soul into a 
(S882 VY quick and faithfull Obe- 
dience : So, had they the power to im- 
bue it with that gentle ſoftnefſſe and 
tender Devotion, whence themſelves 
proceeded , this my Peuhad bled ont 
the ſweeteſt pangs that ever ſwelld the 
Breaſt of any Seraphin. But finding + 

my Heart-ſtrings too cough and reſt:ff 
for pliance to ſuch delicions charmes ; 


they 


T10 


they leave aneceſſity on me to beſeech 
Your cantions perufall of theſe Lines, 
wherein the jarring diſcords of my 
confus'd apprehenfios , and rugged 


expreſſions may otherwiſe prove r08 | F 


o well tun'd a Soul: in which I can 
complain of this only fault, Tour ins 


poſing fo frong wid; weighty 4 14ſk 


upen ſo light, ſo weak, though, ; 
Paris, 9- Sept. 
I653: 
__ MaDaAn, | 
Your Honours moſt | 
perfeAly ſubjeRted 
Seryaitt, 


Tho: White, 
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Yayo Emu mezmyLord,my God, 
| WY ro confeſle tothee thy Mer- 
2 BS 3 cics,and repeat m thy pre- 
S G22 ſencethy infinite Bounties, 

that I may. love and. ho- 

nour and praiſe Thee, with my whole 
heart and forces» . Ler me remember 
how from'zll Eternity I was. nothing, 
till by thy order I ſprung up a tender 
Imp and bud, teſtifying my Origin 
by my weaknefle and inability to help 
my ſelf.. Nor did my Father or Mo- 
ther (thoſe kind in{truments,towhona 
thou would'(t have me beholding for 
my Being ) know or intend me-when 
they ſery'd thee to make me : My 
CC 
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before all timey hadſt( among milli- 
ons rejected ) named me and fign'd 
my happy lot, whuleſt I lay fleeping 
in my nothingnefle and unbeing. 
What could'(t thou ſee in me,-dread 
Lord, that _ movethy will to ſe- 
le&t me from that Maſle of non-Enti- 


ty ? Peradventure, did I loye Thee? 
Alass I who was not, what could I 
love? yet if Icould have loy'd ſurely, 
nothing leſflethen Thee,who waſt moſt 
contrary tomy Nullity. But though 
I was nots to love Thee, Thou watt 
who could'{t love me; and loye me as 


I was, not able to love Thee, nor yet 
anything elſe: for I cannot love but 
what 1s; and by its amiablenefſe pro- 
ducesa liking im me. How miſerable 
then were I; if Thou loy'dſt notme, 
till T could afford ſomething that 
might pleaſe Thee | But thou did(t love 
me , when I could not love Thee ; and 
ſealed(t Thy love, ſtamping Thine 
Own Image on my face: on the face 
of my Soul firſt, giving me a power to 
loye Thee; and conſequently on my 
Bodys as *as fitted to ſuch a Soul. The 

Marks 


6 of Love. 
Marks of thy bounty are no lefſe then 
all I amand have. Ah, wretched I ! 
that continually weare about me all - 
thoſe Tokens of thy kindhefſe, and 
not loye Thee:and yet fearsthat per- 
ps Thou lov't not me. Dear Lord, 
make me loye Thee, that T1 may not 
fear Thou lov'{t not me: for, Trae 
love knowes not what it is to fear, 
But, Thou art not content to have 
made me:of Nothing : if- thou had(t 
notſurrounded mewith innumerable 
Helps ; and' created , as 1t were, the 
whole World, for me; If the Aire 
and Fire did not afford me breath and 
warmth ; theLand and Sea with their 
infinxe. Ifſue » variety of food. and 
cloathing: and thefe, not: what con- 
fines with my -place- of reſidence, 
bur eyen from their. utmoſt bounds. 
It Took upon my Table ; I ſee Fiſh 
from the Frozen Zowe, Sugarfrom the 
Torrid and Spices: from the Eaſt 
arid the Weſt. It on my Attire; the 
Profandiries of the Earth and Waters 
the Longitude and Latitude of Maiis 
Habuation meet _ in meaS1n a Cen- 
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tre, to beſtow their Rarities upon me. 
O Great God ! who ſet the multi- 
» tudes ofunhappy Creatures, buried in 
the bowels of 'Metallick Hills , and 
conſumed in the Mariſhes of Brafil, 
to labour for me? Who commands the 
Sea-men to burn under the Equator, 
and freeze by the Poles, to repleniſh 

me with Dainties ? Who ordained 
Kings and Potentates , Counſellers 

and Souldiers to beat their braines;for- 

get their ſleep, and hazard their lives, 
to produce me Quietand Abundance 2? 

Not they themſelves, who for the moſt 

part are carried with yile — 

appELites: to purſue unwo ends 3 

neither knowing nor dreaming of me: 

but only  /Thous my Lord and God,. 

who marſhalleft Heaven -and Earth 

for thoſe thou art pleaſed to blefle ; 

who _— thy favours on a genera- 

tion of dull ſtupzd Crearures, that can 

receive all thy gifts without returning 

the leaſt loye to the Giyer ; that live 

and moye and haye their being from 

Theey &. never ſo muchas acknow- 

ledge. thy Bounty. Why pans 

ou 
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Thou - fo unſufferable ingratitude ? 
Wh ydoſt Thou noteirher ſuſpend thy 
mercies,or make us more ſenfible of our 
duties ? From this houre, Dear Lord» 
let rio; my hand touch a bit of bread 
without a thankful lifting .up to. the 
Feeder: let me nor put on a ragg with- 
ig. by, heart, and-tuning its 
ſtrings to the loye of hymn, by whom I 
am rendered the Bur and Scope, of the 


Whole World's goyernment. . 


 Wharſhall Iiayco Theramy heart- 
o'rewhelimng Love , when I cenſi- 
der how many millions are {wallow- 
ed in cternall pexdition » whuleſt I am 


one of that ſmall number Thou-haſt 
ie 


ought to -che - light "4nd height of 
knowing Thee, and ang Be ar 
row.pathto faly tion, ?. I hat. Thou art 
not unjuſt T cafly lee; forall is thine, 
and in thy hand to giye and diſpoſe 
according to, thy liberality; to which 
hes where Thou .extend{t _it not, can 
pretend no *claiths. haying. more al- 
ready to" thatik Thee Por ER he i8.4- 
ble” ro eſteem. Bur” why then Fa 
Thou fer ſet _— Eye upon. me» = 

2 Ct- 


LE ILL EEIESE 


116. An Exerciſe 


ferring this wretch before ſo many 
thouſands ? Was I nobler or more ex- 
cellentthen they ? O no: Angels and 
Hoſts of heaven, whoſe Being or Na- 
tureT am not able to 6.1 yoo lye 
chai'd in Sulphure. and. darkneſle. 
Was my Wir or Parts beyond others? 
O no: the Sages of India and the ſub- ||. 
tile Riddlers of the Eaſt were igno- || 
rant of thy Law ; andperiſhrt in their | 
Ignorance. Was T imightier or richer 
then they ? O no: the Conquerours of 
Kingdomes and the Gyants, power- 
full 1n warre,were not choſen by Thee: 
much leffe the Sons of Agar the Mer- 
chants, that trayerſe the world to pur- 
chaſe treaſure, ayd heap up the. wealth 
of Nations, wete called to-thy light. 
Let me found as deep as. I can ;_ no- 
thing but thy ſelf-Goodnefle , Wil- 
dome and Power , without the leaſt 

receeding diſpoſition in me, can I 
find to be the Garce and ſpring of all 
this advantage, O My Soul | What 
doſt thou expeRy if this be noten | 
to ſer thee on fire? Jets look but about | 
thee, and bebolda farther Can 


ol. 
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- See thine own Countrey.; thy Neigh- 


bours, Acquaintance » thy Kindred: 
and Fnends : how many maiſt thou 
obſerve, in all degrees, more worthy of 
acceptation, then thou ; yet they neg- 
lected » and - Mercy indulged thee ? 
think but on thoſe, whoſe good nature 
and innocent life makes thy ſelf ma- 


- ny times compaonanly grieve at their 
1 


unhappineſle, and d 


ring to be the 


means of bringing them to that grear 


good, wherein thou art a ſharer; and 
reflect that former Ages and the yaſt 
{patiouſneſle of the Earth afford many 
millions of ſuch : yer, all pernutted to- 
undochemſelyes, and run upon their c- 
verlaſting ruine. Conſider this ſtrange 
partiallity of mercy. And yet , thou 
can(t doubt; yer thou canſt ſays Were I 
ſure of Gods love. 

But, why did I ask whether I was 
betterthen others ? ſo, deſerving pre- 
ferrence ; fince Thave or-can have no 
good, but frem Thee ? Could I pre-or- 
dain my ſelf to be born of Chriſtian 
and Catholick Parents, who ſhould _ 
take care to incorporate me into the Pa 
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mily of the Heirs of Bliffe by the Sa- 
oraments in{tuted: and afforded by 
Thee? Might IT be'the cauſe why my 
Mother & Nurtes fed me as ſoon with 
wholeſome Doctrine as with their 
Milk? why they prepar'd Prieſts & Ma- 
ers to guide $ frame my tender Age ? 
was'tI that led'ime to a liking ofthe true 
Relig1on» that: onily Path of Hewsven ? 
or brought I my ſelf ro believe and hope 
in Thee; to love Thee, and thoſe Re- 
wardsthou haſt prepar'd for them that 
follow thee ? Nos nos dear and dread 
Providence; Thouart our Alpha and 
"Ong If1do any Good, Thou pro- 
vid (E andfittefbthe means for it: if I 
abſtain from Evil, Thou diyert't the 


Occaſions, Thou preſente(lt awing : 


Fears, and-ſhak'it perpetually the Bri- 
dle over my head, that I may not be 
lawlefle and undiſciplin'd. If I con- 
{ulrof any acceptable work, Thou 
prepareſt rhe Motives, by Books, by 
Teachers, by Fritendsz by Opportunt- 
ties: Thou direfteft my Thoughts and 


apprehenfions ; ordering my Spirits in * 


my Brain, that what will be efficacious 
; {hould 


{ 


_—_ 
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ſhould occurre. Thou enlighteneſt my 
Judgement, to diſcern the conſequence 
of Truths neceſlary to my Reſolution : 
Thou quelle(t my Appetites that it hin- 
der not thoſe Truths from ſerling 1n 


' Me« If I refolve, Thou fo rangelt all 


things, that I chuſe what is beſt, not 
only for the -preſent, but what ſhall 
be ( too in future occahons, whereof 
I know nothing. And as I am utter- 
ly 1georant of the things that are to fall 
out many moneths and years after 5 


which nevertheleffe depend on this 


Refokwtion , -and in their ſeaſon fo 
take their force from it,that they would 
cenainly fail if it had not been made 
right ? no more, or rather much tefle 
know T any thing, or did I' co-ope- 
rate in the leaſt to that long Chain of 
Cauſes, which bred in me all thoſe 
parts and hitle crcumRances ;* every 
one fo neceſlary to this Reſolutionzthat 
if any had miſi'd; the Reſolution had 
miſcarried more or lefle, not provin 
the ſame, nor producing the {ame ef 
fects. -So thatlet me refle&t on any a- 
ction, great or lictle, long or ſhort, or 
F 4 hows 
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| however qualified, I find that *cis I 1n- 


deed do it, but the force and yertue (&z 
by conſequence;the honour and praiſe) 
iS thine. I do it, but as the Child to 
whom the Nurſe gives Nuts or Beads, 
and holding his hand;throwes them 1n- 
to a hole; whallt hey alas, thinks *cis he 
playes ſo well, and pleaſes himſelf as 
with Iis own act, not having the wit 
to confider *tis his Nurſes aime: Juſt ſoz 
my God and my tender Suſtainer, jult 
fo dolt thou with mezwhillt I often for- 
get thee; my weak brains reaching no 
farther then to ſee that I dothe deed 
without being able ( through dulnefle 
or pride ) to paſſe my ſelf, and diſcern 
thee the only true cauſe and root of all 
my goo But ſecing my ſelf conſult,& 
reſolye,and dozI often take this wretch 
for as primary as Thouyfor thy cocſh- 
cient and helper, not purely thine 1n- 
{inment and wholly depending on 
thee. Which fince I barely am,and that 
( vertuous action ) my chiefeſt good 

rocceds ſo entirely from Thee; what is 

efr for me, but to love, eyer loye, and 


,nothing elfe butloye? 


Thus 
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- Thus far reach the Entry 4nd Porch . 
of Love's Palace. T hen, we diſcover: 
Its great Hall; when we begin to 
eontemplate:the Eflentiall Deity, ma- 
cerated and ſtcep'd, for our ſakes, .1n 
all the Miferies of Mankind. That 
God of Gods lap'd up in a Virgin's 
Wombe: delivered naked into freez- 
ing winds and the ſmart {troaks of 
night-arre :, {wath'd in bands and 
clouts; hanging ata Maidens breaſts : 
ſhortin Age, weak in limbs ; and not 
forgetting to fulfill all infirmities of 
his Brethren. Soon after, led by his 
Mothers hand, ſetling tus tender ſteps, 
feeding on the fruits of-our earth, fol- 
lowing his Parentsto Jeruſalem, loſt, 
and ſought,and not found,with teares ; 
ſubject to his Mother,. and her Huſ- 
band: growing in Wiſdomeand Ver- 
tuey, as well as in Body. After this, 
working with his reputed Father, and 
inno viſible faſhions. differing from 
the life of his, Parents, till he was ba= 
ptiz'd by Saint Fohny his holy Precur- _ 
ſor. Then, faſting forty dayes in the. 
Wulderneſle, gathering Diſciples, in- 
| F 3 ftru- 
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firufting themy working miracles be- 
_ IS on = Bank meats, 
yeting and lodging with'them;main. 
tain'd by Alms, having no certain a- 
bead, but molt commenly among the 
poor, and {imple Fiſhermen. Farther, 
we ſee him wearythirſty, hungry for- 
getting hunger for loye of ſouls, en- 
vy'd, {lander'd » blaſ hem'd » threat- 


ned; now ready to be: ftoneds now | 
to be precpitated., flying , hiding | 


hunſelf, croubled in ſpirits weeping for 
his friends, weeping for his Countrey, 
contradicted, perſecuted, conſpired a- 

in(t ; His confidents corrupted, his 


lowers excommunicated) his friends | 


foughtto death, others not daring to 
acknowledge him: and a thouſand 
fuch indigmties 

Bur the State of Love ſhewes it (elf 
firſt in the Gardex, O thedolefull un- 
heard- cryes to Heaven ! O the bitter 
Agony and deadly Sweat of bloud ! 


© . Othe rayenous throats of deyouring 


Wolves led on by one of his own 
deareſt heuſhold ! See with what out= 
cryes, andhowlings, and noylſe» 


.- — Joao ox on 
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drag him through the ftreets of Jer 
ſatem ; every one looking out at their 
windowes to fill theireyes with gazing 
at this trange wonder. See how He 
is cols'd from one Tribunal. to another: 
here revil'd and buffetted, there flour. 
ed and fpit on ; every where deſpil'd 
and- maliciouſly affronted. But what 
wofull —_ is that Pilate preſents 
to the People, which cauſes to great ._. 
and loud cries ? The Stature is of a 
Man, but the Head of a Monſter. - A - 
Crown of piercing Thornes ; bloody, 
andbloodying all thatis near it. Hair 


ſuth as ravi(ld the heart of the de- 


licious Spouſe ; butclotted with gore , 
ſticking tome to his Neck and Fleſh, 
ſothe'to-the horrid Thorns, all rudely 
ed in a hideous diforder. A Face - 
and Eyes able to ſubdue all hearts ; if 
ftripes, and buffets, and bloud , and 
ſwellings , and marks of blind rage 
permitted them to befeen. Well-ſhap'd 
Limbs ;_ but disfigur'd and hidden in 
their own bruiſes, and tearings; and - 
ſhatters. A red ragged Mantle, and a : 

Sceptre of a Reed to a A 
5 :, 
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Hug of ſorrow, calamity and ſcorn. 
And why all this; this ingenvous cru- 
elty to diſguiſe a poor Man into fo 
monſtrous an Obje& of diſdainfull 
Malice? Alas! all's but to glut the 
blood-thirſty jaws of an unfaithfull 
and rebellious Multitude ; which, no 
longer then five dayes fince; ſung prai- 
fes and Hoſanna'stothis very Perion, 
and ſtrewed their garmeats and Palm, 
branches in bis way» A People infi- 
nitely oblig'd, and no wayes offended 
by him. A people that cannot accule 
him of the leaſt crime, that have ſeen 
him cleered in all Tribunalls: the 
Judge hanſfpleadingHie Innocence» 

[etnolefle then his heart's laſt drop 
wall fatisfie themy though it. be. at the 
colt of their own and.all their poſte- 
rities- Nor can they tell why, more 
then that they are puſh'd on. by thoſe 
who abuſe and pillage them, and who. 
have conceiy'd this. uplacable hatred 
again{t lum, only becauſe he diſcove- 
red.their violences, oppreſſions and ty- 
,Xannyes over theſe yery people that ſo. 


Well 
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Well : if there be no remedy,charge 
thoſe wounded ſhoulders with thy hea- 
vy Croſs,dear Saviour,and ſhew us,on 
Atount Calvary, greater and (trang- 
er Transfiguration, able to dim That 
of Mount Tabor. I ſee thy ſpread 
Arms,thy nailed Hands and Feet, thy 
rack't Sinews, thy pierced Side, thy 


bended Necksthy faln Looks, thy torn 


Body thy pale and bloudlefle Fleſh, 
thy Company of infamous Thieves, 
and thy miſerable Fayourite and for- 
lorn Mother. I hear thy laſt Words 
and breath'd-out Soul into the Hands 
of thy Father ; not, as.they command 
Heavenzbut as they reachto Hell. 

O Love! canit thou loyc,orexpreſſe 
it, beyond this > Yes: hearkzand con- 
ſider Thoſe higher-endearing Charms 
of heayen- The Father, the moſt ten- 
derandperfeRtly-loving Father ;whoſe 
Eflence 1s pure, diſtill'd ſpirit of love ; 
He put his Onely-his Equall-his Inti- 
mate-his Co-effentiall Son, with His 
own handsy nay,with This Son's own 
commanded Will and hands, to all 
theſe and. infinite more unſpeakable. 

tOr=- 
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tortures and miſeries, for thy ſake, for 

thine, my ſoul ; chat thou mighte(t not 

complain thou wanted{t an Object, 

a Motive, thou bad(t not a Teacher, a 

TO an Exciter, an Enforcer to 
VEs 


JF there be a Hall for all comers, 
certainly there's a Parlour too for fe- 
lect and choice friends ; where they 


may confer together of thine infinite 


pertections,.and often repeat with joy 
tay unſpeakable bounties ; where they 
may retire from the noiſe and diltra- 
tions of the World , and entertain 
their thoughts with the ſweet ftill-mu- 


ſick of contemplation; where ey may 


fit alone, excluding even themſelves, 
and be chaltly raviſht with the dear 
embraces of the Divine Spouſe of 
. Souls. O, what Droanes are our 
higheſt-ſtrain'd Lovers, whofe memo- 
ries in all languages affe&t immorta- 
lity for their fantaſtick paſſions ! what 
dull buzzing of Beetles are their kind- 
eſt exprefſions to the melting notes of 

this heayenly harmony ! | 
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But 1s there no further admittance 
( O glorious King of Love ) for thoſe 
who- have ſo happily enter'd thy Pa- 
lace? Iremember 4 /arpe wpper-room 
farniſht by thy ſelf, and richly prepa- 
red to give yeta more noble treatment: 
and methinks TI hear ſomething within 


- me bid me adyance a few ſteps further. 


What fair gilt door 1s that which'daz- 
zles ſo my ſight to look on ? Sure 'ris 
the holy place we ſeck; ſealed up for 
thy _ beloyed. Oper it, ſome 
bright and flaming Seraphin- O my 
God , what'do I ſee ? what's this my 
eyes behold ? Manna raining from 
Heaven for thoſe that can get to the 
ſhoar of chat former Red Sea of loyes 
flouds? Truly my God,my LordzLoye 
has tranſported thee eyen to extafie, it 
has made thee do extravagant and 
frenetick ations : extravagant indeed 
and freneticall,if meafured by the nar- 
row and ſhort judgement of poor hu- 
—_— but heights, and depths, and 
Abyfles, if referrd to thy uncircled * 
wiſdome,and unlimited reach of boun- 
ty and goodneſs-Beh6ld the Body that 

hang'd 
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hang'd on the Croffe;that was anoint- 
ed in the Grave, that roſe again and 
aſcended to the right hand of the hea- 
venly Creator : Behold, Ic falls down 
in Wheaten drops , like Coriander 
Seeds, to feed and feal(t the wretchesz 
deſcended from Adam. Behold the 
Body, the Blood, the Soul, the eternall 
Perſon, the Deity , the Trinity ; all 
couch'das xt werezin a corn of Bread. 
The Omnapotencyzthat made Heayen; 
the Wiſdome, that link'd all poſſibili- 
ries into the Chain of all Beings; the 
Bqunty » that crowded into Natures 
teeming boſome all that was Belt:theſe, 
allcheſe lie here covered like a Chynn- 
cal pill in a Sugared wafer, Thoſe looks 
from which Heaven and Earth ama= 
zedly flie;zin whoſe Preſence the-Prin- 
ces of the celeſtiall hoſts, and the Pil- 


'  Iarsof the World tremble :.that Heads 


on Which. depends the fate of . Souls, 
both paſt and-to come : that Tongue 
which ſhall doom in one word, the 
Nations of all Ages : All are,. here 
bumbly Rtoop'd and ſubjected, to me, 
and other ſuch wretches ; eyen, p: be 

us 
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abuſed by our wickedneſſe. Yes, yes : 
all theſe are as truly, Here, as they 
are-on thy Throne in Heaven ; as they 
will be in the mid(t of the bleſſed, on 
the Day of chy Triumph over Nations» 
What do I ſays as traly : and not 
even, more: 1n a far more excellent 
"manner? for thy Body is in Heavens 
aS in another and different thing : but, 
in the Sacrament, ſubſtannallys 1n Ity 
as mans Soul and Body are in Man ; 
as the adored Perſon of God 1s 1n my 
Lord Jeſu Chriſt ; asevery thing 1s 
in 4tsS {elf orin its whole, Thou art 
therefore,my Jeſus,both in Heayen and 
in the Sacrament, truly ; but mn one 
more properly,in the other more excel- 
leatly : Reallity is in bothy but the 
Manner different. Wherefore, I can- 
not complain thou haſt lefr us,by thine 
Aſcenſion ; and bereaved us of that 
comfortable Preſence, whoſe force was 
{o magneticall in thy life-time. No, 
no ; I ſee Thee as truly, as they did . 
then : I feel thee as corporallys as did 
That Maſter of Touching, who ſought 
thy Side and Wounds to OI -y | 

nſe 


130 An Exerciſe 

Senſe in : T Taſt Thee as really, as the 
Chanaan-Feaſter did the Wine Thou 
ſentſt him: Thou deludeſt not my 
Senies, by making me onely ſeem to 
See,Feel and Taſte, when indeed I do 
not ; Thou entertain'{t me not with 
other things or Qualities, which are 
with Thee, but not thy ſelf. No, .no ; 
the Whne I ſee 1s Thou ; the Body I 
hold in my hand or mouth, 1s Thine 
and Thou; that which yeelds Sayour 
to my tongue and palate, 1s thy-ſelf, 
and no other thing. This thou haſt 
told me; this thy Church has ever ap- 
prehended and taught ; this I'belicye 
and confeſſeto Thee. But oh! can 
I conceive without trembling, or ſpeak 
without horrour ? Does Man's Hand 


. break the Body of my Saviour ? ' do * 


Mans teeth rend and mangle the Sa- 
_ cred yeſture of Deity ? Yes, yes, my 
Soul ; fear not to confeſſe the Won- 
ders and Mercies of thy - Lord and 
God : they may be hard to under- 
ſtand, but they are the Words of Life. 
So farre has He ſubje&ed his glorious 
Body to our uſe,that what other bread 

can 
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can ſuffer, may be wrought upon Hime 
Not that we can tear a Finger from his 
Hand, or his Hand from his Atmy or 
any one 'member from ariother : but _ 
as'when we break bread, every piece is 
{till bread;ſo when we divide his Body 


 bothparts remain his whole Body; for 


it was. not one part that became one 
pare of the Bread, and another the reſt 

all ſucceeded to each part of bread. 
Let great Clerks in their Schools, with 
their ſubtilties ſearch how this can be 
effeRed , ( for, ſeeing it is done 1n 
bread, it 1s not againſt Nature, nor 
umntelligible, even by That ) to me 
let it ſuffice the Church has taught me 
tis ſo;and thae tis the greateſt benigni- 
ty and moſt gracious condeſcencethat 
God himlelf could exprefle, to have it 
beto- Andisthis more, perhaps) then 
that thy immortall fleſh ſhould nou- 
rſh my morall Carcaſe ? that it is 
mingled with Mine, as Wine with 
Water 3 as two melted Waxes incor- 
porate themſelyes? Let none tell me, 
'us Quantity that 15 digeſted into my 
body: tor then it 1s not Thou that nou- 


r\\heſt 
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riſhes me; and I willnot fergo thoſe 
precious expreſſions, that T hox feed'/F 
me with Thy Fleſh,and giv'ſt me Thy 
Bloud to drink.SothyWords ſound;ſo 
thy Church has taught; & ſo I believe. 
How this can be done,without thy be- 
ing turn'd into me ; or how thy Sub- 
ſtance canyunchangedly , be chang'd 
into mine, that thou maye(t endue my 
Fleſh with a quality of Immortalityslet 
the Sages queſtion : but I'm ſure *cs ſo; 
this,I knowas the way of Love ; and 
the molt charming Myſtery, and in- 
chanting Riddle, that eyer loye-ſpent 
bowels were able co fing or figh out. 


ANd now, my Soul ; having thus 
| $0 TT} | ) viewed the 
exceſſive benefits of Almighty God: 
*as time to reflect a little upon thy Du- 
ty; and confrder what motions and 
affeions they ſhould Rirre and work 
in thee. 
Fifft,, Thou haſt ſeen how all thou 
haſt are gifts : and,not onely all; but, 


wholly. If any friend has done thee. 


kindnefſe : He prepar'd that hn: ; 
e 


be gave him the power,the occaſions the 
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will t6 ſerve thee ; he bleſt his endea- 
yours with efhcacy & ſucceſſe, If thou 
thy ſelf haſt done any thing to thine 
oWn umprovement or- advantage: He 
gayethee, not onely Body. and Soul, 
with all their powers and faculties ; 
not only matter, opportunitysltrength, 
will, liberty, choice ; but every leaſt 
imaginable :perfe&tion - of / the ver 

ſroak of choiſe and liberty: inſomuc 

that there 15 nothing. no conſiderabi- 
lity:of-its ſo from:thy (elf, thatzeven its 
being from thee comes not from the 
Almighty in compariſon to whomyno 
Friehd) [no creature.eyer did or can do 
any.thing. for . thee. . Shall then, the - 
frend{ſhpor loye of any Creature have 
power /\ to: draw my; affection from 
God ? permit it not» my great Crea- 
tour ; but thorowly per & thy works. 
Why am I good by halt's, finceT am 
entirely thy Defigne ? I profefle, be- 
tare Thec,who ſeelt my very heart, and 
before;Angels and Men, that I oughr 
not-to be. ſo, that is folly and mad- 
neſle to be ſo. Giye me thea thy grace 
utterly 
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utterly to abhorre and detelt ſo injuri- 
ous,lo unworthy an ingratitude. And 
fiance Thou youchſaf' thus clearly to 
convincemesthat 'tis a great indignity, 
and againft allreafon andtruly-natu- 
rall inclinatiorito join any with Thee; 
grant me eyer with a{l 'exactaefle: to 
obſerve this duty, Thatas no Creature 
has the leaft' paxt in doing me good, 
but merely ſo farre as'it hasit from 
Thee ; no, not I my-felf : fo none, 
none: may ſhare: 'with [Thee '4n "my 
Loves but zuſt ſofarre asthy loyexthine 
- order , thy direStion applies it to 


Next, my Soul, thou haſt ſeen how 

_ the Benefits of Gedare not onely/all 
thou hat, but-that they are in an 'ex- 
ceffive Meaſure; wide as the World ; 
uncountable as the ſands of the Sea ; 
great as the Creatures can be: fince 
neither the eminenteſtWien nor higheſt 
Angels are exempt from being n2ini- 
ſtring ſpirits, employed for thy fal- 
vation ; nays God himſelf, in thetwo 
Perſons of the Son and-Holy Ghofts 
has condelcended to wait on Thee. So 
Various 
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various and ſuperabundant they are, 
that they comply not onely with thy 
neceſſity, but ſerve even thy delights 
and recreations- So that thou art nei- 
ther able to conceive the multitude and 
greatnefle, nor comprehend the worth 
and pleafingneſle of his favours, What 
then canſt thou ſay ? but onely lie 
gaſping with admiration of ſo vaſt, ſo 
i a Goodnefle, and figh out 
in the centre -of thy Heart, My ſole- 
Good,my All ; I thought before I was 
bound to acknowl thy Benefits, 


- andloye Thee for them, but now I 


renounce both: for he that acknows- 
ledges, makes a ſhew as .if he were able 


| tockteem; and he that loyes,. feems as 


if he would render ſomewhat. Not :ſo 


- I, my great Mafter,notſo. Bur I pro- 


A 


teſt my ſelf infinitly below all thy mer- 
cies ; unable to yalue the leaſt of thy 
Bleflings » much lefle to repay Thee 
a thing ro__ : fince, had T any 
thing worthy thy acceptances it were 
all thine) and T could offer Thee no- 
thing but.thine own. Whatthen ſhall 
I do, but throw my heart at the _ 
O 


_ 
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of thy agony f. all-open, all-melted, | 
c 


without any ſelf-will or power of refi- 
ſtance; at eyery pulſe of my breath, re- 
peating this onely Burden , Do thy 
pleaſure upon me. 8 

© Again» Thou haſt ſeen, my Soul, 
that q far beyondall created Eflences ) 
God has been ſo liberall as to beſtow 
Himſelf on thee, He bowed the Hea- 
vens,and came down, rendring his ſa- 
cred Perſon ſubject to all the miſe- 
ries of Humanity. He laid afide all 
the. prerogatives of his molt noble 
and moſt perfect ſoul ; expoſing it 
tolabours, to teares, to griefss to thoſe 
tupendiousthrowes inthe Garde ( e- 
vens.to ſuch a height, thatit adnured 
ir- ſelf, in thoſe expreſſive words, My 
Gods' my God! to what a point haſt 
T hon let me be —_— And, 1n 
fine, to be commanded eyen to Hell. 


He abandoned his Body ; to heat, to 
cold;to weakneſle,to hunger andthurſt, 
to'wearinefſe, to torments, to:death: 
and not content with this ( after the 
Reſurrection) in Its ſtate and-ſeafon of 


Glory he ſent it again into the World, 
-—_. 
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to be ſubje& to a thouſand more 1n- 
dignitics, ſcorns and abufings, Here 
now my ſoul,compare ſeriouſly thy ſut- 
ferings with His » and conſider, Firſts 
Since nor health nor wealth, nor any 
other good thou poſleſleſt is thine, or 
from thy ſelf,but onely vouchſaf'd thee 
during his pleaſure and diſcretion ; all 
thy ſufferings can be but a not-enjoy- 
ing any longer what 1s no way due to 
thee : but He was incapable of any 
wants 1n himſelf; if his own Will had 
not taken upon him both a Nature that 
could want and its neceſſities. Again 
what commodities He at any time 
ſeem'd to have; he held them from him- 
ſelf, and His purely they were ; where- 
fore He truly ſuffered when they were 
faviſh'd from him:whereas we,through 
12norancexattribute to our ſelves what 
we poſleſle, being really but Truſtees, 
not Maſters of the lealt pile of grafſe. 
Farther yet, our mi{-call'd ſufferings, 
if rightly uſed,areindeed bleſſings : for 
if we loſe our Fortunes; alas , they 
made us not know our ſelves: if our 
Healch;'tis to GEM to this world: 
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it we proye unhappy in our Children, 
what greater diſtraction had we from 
the loye of our hoped glory, then our 
care ahid tendernefle to them ? But 
Chriſt's ſufferings could haye no ſuch 
adyantag1ious effects : no, they were, 
chicflys to ſhew us the ſtraite(t Path to 
that life He promis'dus ; and to aſſure 
by his own Example, ( who could 
not but know and embrace what was 
beſt ) that the way of Tribulation 
is the high-Road to Heaven. And 
canſt thous mySoul, after this, think 
any Croſle beavy, any aMi&tion hard 
to endure ? can(t thou chuſe but be yex- 
ed and enraged at thy Fleſh and 
Bloods which) againſt all eyidence, 
will force thee to eſteem unfortunatg- 
nefle an Evil ? 
O my great and ſole Good ! ſup- 
reſſe theſe unreaſonable follies which 
boyl in my breaſt. Make me know 
whatever happens, good or bad, to 
me is ſecurely my beſt, becauſe it 
comes from Thee ; whilft my one- 
ly care ought to aim at this, how 
to umproye it to my beſt advan- 
tage 
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tage. Make me underſtand that what- 
ever 1 bcare with [patience, I ſuf- 
fer for thy ſake ; becauſe I take it, as 
from Thee ; becauſe 1 do as Thou 
commandeſt: ; becauſe 'ns .1n imita- 
tion of Thee ; and laſtly , becauſe 
it.1s to obtain Thee z my chief 1 my 
onely, my moſt entire Treaſure, O 
rich Treaſure! O mafle of Glo- 
ry | 1n proportion to whoſe attain- 
ment, all the labours and tribula- 
tions that Men and Devils can heap 
on me are nothing, nothing conf1- 
derable,notdeleryingevyen the {ightel(t 
elteem- 

Lattly, My Soulzthou baſt ſeen with 
what ambition and exaggeration of 
Courtſhip,with what unparalleFd ad- 
drefle and exquiſite tnventions thy 
Lord has fought and woo'd thy love» 


Firſt, He gave thee heaven and Earth, 


with all their Creatures,for thy Motives 
to: know and love Him. Next > He 
made Himlſelt thy Fellow -and Bro- 
ther in fleſh and bloud , that thou 
might{t not (train thy felf, but famult- 
arly conver{ing,: be caught with his 

G 2 loyes 
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love. Beyond that, He has paſs'd all 


thoſe fabulous imaginations of dan- 
gers and misfortunes, in which idle 
witts have fram'd Errant Ladies to 
have engaged their Seryants for proof 
of their fond&obſtinateloyalty.He has 
heap'd on thee all the names and titles 
of endearment, which either nature or 
uſc have introduc'd among Mankind: 
He 1s thy Maker , thy Father , thy 
Spouſe, thy Brother, thy Ranſomer out 
of thraldome, thy Deliverer from dan- 
gersthy Saviour from nuſery and death, 
thy Friend, even thy very Play-tellow. 
He has gone beyond all this : He js thy 
Food, thy Drink, thy Self: for ſince 
when thou cateſt Him, His Fleſh be- 
comes thine, ( as truly as the bread, 
whereof we encreaſe and nouriſh our 
ſubſtance, which by the power of mat- 
ter and conformity of quality remains 
in us ) how can we chuſe but be his 
| Members , ſo, that if we diſhonour 


our body, we diſhonour His? how 


can we chule but have a ſhare of Him 


ally in us? and in plain truth | 
by ont __ 


iques of Hum, of His glorious 
Fleſh 


_—y 
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| Fleſh and immortall Bloud ?. O Erer- 


nall Wiſdome, how truly did{t Thou 
lay,lt was thy delight to be with the 
Sons of Men? Can Angels boaſt of 
ſuch priviledges,of ſuch tendernefles,of 
ſuch Extaſies of Thy love? No; none 
bur ſo weak a Nature as outs was able 
to neceſſitate Goodnefle it ſelf to fo 
deep a condelcendence as this : and 
none but all Goodneſle could, fo ap- 
propriate 1t felt to all Infirnuties- O 
melting Goodnefle , that fillett eyery 
corner and chink Thou findelt capa- 
ble of thy perteCtions , wave not this 
poor ſoul of mine, bur make it under- 
ftand the unmeaſurableneſle of thy 
bounties and Mercy. Shall I for ever 
apprehend my paſt finncs, (till in fear 
whether they are forgiven ? Shall I not 
rather, 1n the very moment of terrour, 
turn me to. Him,of whoſe readineſſe to 
receive me I cannot doubt ? Mark how 
eaſy thou art to pardon thy elf ; and 
conſider thou art one of his Members: 
whence be aflured , as foon as thou 
fayeſt have ſinned, thou ſhalt hear 
thy ſin ts taken away. Shall I fear 

G 3 that 
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that T am not in ſtate to receive his 
Body , when the yery preparing my 
felf, andhavmg a true will to go meer 
Him, puts me tm ſtate? Shall I (eek 
outward Medicines for my wounds, 
whoſe ulcerouſnefle onely confiſts in 
bereaying me of Love? O my dear- 
elt Lord , make me love and: joy in 
thee : make mt takepleaſure ro come 
even'Grporally to' Thee :- bur: much 
More to delight and iolace my ſelf in 
thinking of thee, in remembring how 


Thou lov'it me + how Thou art my 


Friend, = Spouſe, my Father, and 
whateyer dear name by which Thoii 
haſt been pleaſed to expreſle fo bleRt a 
relation. Make me place my chief feli- 
erty 1h contemplating how happy 1 
ſhall be,when once I fee Thee face to 
face, and familtarly converſe with 
Theezas a Friend does with his Friend: 
Mean while eftabhiſh firmly in my 
toul this abfolate judgement, that the 
greateſt plexttre and advantage this 
world can afford me is,of:en;and long, 
and heartily to praCice here on carth 
that | feet and holy conyerfation 


which 


| 
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which is ta be conſummated 1n Hea- 
ven» What Maid, whoſe Parents have 
promis'd her a-perſon compleatly qua- 
lified tor her Spouſe, is not pleaſed to 
fitby her ſelf,and (edily fix her thought 
upon him, wiſhing for the day ſhe 
ſhall once meet and enjoy him; nll 
thens love and honour him m his P1- 
Qturey fee him in eyery one that has 
ſeen and known him, and be oyerjoy- 
ed with all Tokens that come from 
him ? Whereof what yarietys my ſoul; 
haſt thou fromiby God? All we haye 
buherto diſcours'd is nothing elle: 
Heaven and earth, and all chat is in 
them: Hig Divinity, his Hemp his 
Body, Blood, and Soul, hy elf a 
thou haſty all thou doſty all thou haſt 
done or ever ſhalt do» =---Se Naſ- 
cens dedit [ociumyC owweſc cens in Edu- 
linmye Mariens in Pretium, ſe reg» 
ugusi dat inProeminmys. 

But retire thy ſelf a little, my ſoul, 
from-the mukitude of the Creatures 
( His benefits ) ro thy more united 

ights: for Love's Palace, to be 
compleat, muſt have a wit h-drawing- 
G 4 YOOMe. 
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room. Thither then retire » and con- 
fider this Great Courtier that makes 
ſo many Embaſlyes to thee for thy 
Love. Know who He 1s, whether He 
be the beſt worthy thy Aﬀections. 
Firſt what's His ExtraCtion?Is He No- 
ble and of an ancient race? He is the 
Firft of things » whence all Nobility 
derives 1ts eſteem: His Ancientneſſe 
is Eternity s higher driven then Time 
His Creature and Off-ipring, which 
yet 15 the meaſure of all other Aunce- 
{try- True xt 1s, He 1s the Firſt of his 
Houle, but the Laſt too. His nobility 
- 15 not by derivation from others, and 
a participation of their worth : *tisen- 
nirely His Own , out-wearing: the 
long Pedegrees of Mankind's ſucceſſi- 
ons by the never-changing greatneſle 
of His Own Periſon- Is He power- 
full ? All things, except himſelf, are his 
Creatures,and the Work's of his Hand: 
they depend for their being, all they 
have, all they are worthzon his breath; 
and would penſh if he did not perpe- 
tually drop them from his omnipotent 
Fingers. He works them and ons 
; tnem 
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them as he liſts with a Fat ; and none 
can breath'a wiſh to reſiſt him, but by 
his permiſſion : nor 1s5Himſelf able to 
make a Thing of ſuch ſtrength, thatit 
canbreak his leaſt Order or Will. Is 
Herich ? Sea and Land) and all their 
Treaſures are His: Beaſts and Birds, 
Fiſhes, and Trees, and Plants are the 
ſtore of his Baſſe-Court : the mines of 
the Earth and the Jewels of the Ocean 
arethe refuſe of his plenty. All that 
hes hidden behind the dazling ſtarres, 
( whoſe riches we cannot imagine) 
all's His:-There's no end of his Wealth: 
and his Creatures are not able to make 
uſe 'of the lealt part of it. All this 1s 


. well. But, peradventure, He 1s a great 
way offt,and I cannot come near Him 


He is every where: He makes Place 
it felt : Heis in all Things and their 
Places ; to be ſeparated from him isto 
be Nothing and No where. He 1s in 
thy very Heart, and in the bottome of 
thy Soul: the 1nmolt thing thou can(t 


'finde in thy ſelf is He ;. nor canſt thou 


look upon any thing without or with- 
in thee, but He 1s to be feund and fecn 
G 5 "UN 
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in it, if thou haft Eyes turned towards 
himzand a Mind to diſcern him» Thou 
can(t never want his lightzbutby thine 
ownfault ; never beexchuded from his 
Preſence , but when thou-turneſt thy 
back to him;which yet can be but from 
his fayours,not from his Power. With 
all this, 1s he wife ? The Deyice of the 
World is His, He contriy'd the Order 
of Heaven and Earth. The Planets roul 
by his meaſures: Night and Day pro- 
ceed by his direction : the Waters in 
the Sea expe& his becky turning and 
winding jult ashe pleafes. He joynted 
the Beaſts, eyery one to his peculiar 
motion ; and frames theLitle-ohesin 
the Damm's Wombes. He prevents 
aud caſts the counſels of Men, catch- 
ing thoſe who think themſelves crafty, 
in their own ſnares, and oyer-reach- 
ing them in their moſt premeditated 
projects. He (teages Kingdomes and 
States » making . Tyrants the inſtru- 
ments of their own ruine. In a word, 
'He governs the Fates of Men and An- 
gels, and brings them to thofe Ends 
'be thinks finett» Js He my" 
an 
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and magnificent ? Behold the Earth 
we walk on; all this he gave to One 
Man. Alas » we but trample on the 
out-fides and fill a ſmall part of ut; 
there's a thouſand times more we never 
come to ſee: and of this ſurface we 
inhabite, what valt Deſerts are poſle(t 
onely by Beaſts and Birds, whullt all 
the Sea covers 1s ftor'd onely with 
Fiſhes .2 Think what abundance of 
Plants » Bealts > Birds, and. Fiſhes 
live and die without the knowledge of 
Men : yet all beftowed on them and 
created for them, Remember what a 
beap of Benefits thou found'{t laden 


-uponthy ſelf, and: know that Others 


have no lefle. See the Sun and Mopn 
lighted bke Torches to wait upon us ; 
one farre greater, the other not much. 


-lefle then the whole Earth. See 1n a 


fair night how the huge world aboutus- 
is beltudded with glorz6us Geyups. 
thatſerye for nothing but witneſles of 
his gxeatMagnaficence, and unboung-. ' 
ed Prodigality to us. But , Is He 
Parely Loving» and has nao Ends,zn.' 
all He does? When no Creatre:had. 


a DC-- 


"ny 148 An Exerciſe 


a Being, He was brim-full of Glory, 
and infinitely fatiated with his own 
happineſle : being Effentially Joy and 
Pleaſure to Himlelf: to Himlelf Ho- 
nour and Praiſe » and all He could 
with ; He could deſire nothing, nor 
aim at obtaining any thing» Now He 
has made Creatures, He's never the 


| better for them: his Heart 1s not 


touch'd with their praiſes or good- 
workszno more then 'tis moleſted with 
their diſpraiſes or miſ-deeds ; nor can 
any poſſible Creature have force to 
move his Will, more then my weak- 
nefle has to change the courle of the 


' Sun and Moon-He made all Creatures 


thereforez not for any good in them, or 
love conceiv'd from them ; but meerly 


out of the Tntrinſecall Goodnefle of 


His Own Nature, andthe (trong In- 
clination which Himſelf is to do Good, 
becaufe He ix what He i; an Inch- 
nation ſtronger and more naturall 
then anyLover 1n this world can have, 
wtth as much adyantage as God's Na- 
ture has oyer a Creatures. So-not 


without reaſon is His Loye, bur totally 
| | Reaſon 3 
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Reaſon ; as not kindled by thinking 
or caſting to obtain any End, but per- 
fealy from Nature and Eſſence ; and 
no moreto be wreſted from Him, then 
can His own Being : yet nevertheleſle, 
molt perfe&ly free and rationall. This 
15 much . But He Loves a great many 3 
ſo that Ifear I ſhall haye a ſmall por- 
tion in His Aﬀection- O no; His 
Heart 1s whole where it is: and as He 
comprehends perfe&ly all things with 
{o high an emunencyy that he knowes 
every one as well as if there were no- 
thing elſe tobe known ; ſo He loves 
eyery one as dearly as if there were no 
other- He is with one, without parting 
from another: He fills one, without 
emptying another ; and ( as a'Rain- 
bow 1n a Multitudes Eyes,or Thunder 
in all the Worlds Eares) He 1s Whole 
im All, and Whole in Every one. His 
Afﬀection, his Care, his Tendernefle 
1s 1ntire, indiyifible to every one :. the 
Mulntude of thoſe He loves) improves 
and raiſes every ones happineſſe to a 
farre higher degreezin that it makes all 
them loye one another, and kg + 
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his particular Love of theezto be known 
_ eſteem'd by all he loves. Nor is 
there the leaſt ſubje& of any Envy or 
Jealoufie: He can wait on All, enter- 
tain All, fill AN, content All, blefſe 
and beatifie All at once. 

And now, my glorious Lordz ha- 
ving fifred and rack't my brains:o find 
ſome exception againſt Thee, ſome ex- 
culeto palliate my withholding theDu- 
ty I owe Thee,lome Croſs-knot to dull 
the piercing of thy two-edg'd [wor dy 
dividing my Soul and Spiru : behold, 


nothing imaginable ;burall ſweetneſs, 


all heatzall light.O chen let meturn my 
courſe, and joy at my milling defired 
misfqrtune. Let -me-f1t-with the happy 
Spouſe, fo pleas'd with every-patit of 
her Lover. Let me delight my {elf to 
confider the Greatnefſe of every Per- 
fection 1n Thee, and the Infinitenefle 
of All. Let me compare Thy Eternity 
tothe weak wmitation- of humane No- 
bility ; and icorning This, - joy #n the 
immenſe eminency of That. 'Let- the 
valt extent of thy Power ( in wide- 
nefſe andprofundity toall effeRts,and 

: tO 
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to Huge ones ) make me laugh at the 
narrow-compals'd and beggarly ends 
which the ambitious Hearts of this 
world aim at. O the poor Treaſures 
that can be hoarded in caves4in houſes, 
or towers | what proportion do they 
bear to Thy wealth ? O the icant pre- 
ſence and jealousabſence of Lovers in 
this world | the ourwardnefle of them, 
and hearts to-be-gueſs'd-at | what bit- 
rer-{weets mult they of neceſſity cauſe? 
Beſades, their ſhallow wits and ſhort. 
reaches , in no other reſpe& to bee- 
ſteenid, but becauſe we find no better: 
ther hungry benefits and pinching 


'prodigalities,-proportion'dtothew petty 
Loren :theirby-ends and baſe aums,. 


m their moſt xeall andrrueſtprofeſk- 
ons: their weak andimpertinent paſ- 
fions: their fond and changeable in- 
Clinations,eafily conſum'd1n a few tri- 


viall difeuſts. What miſerable penu- | 


rious blaſts are theſe to blow the coals 
of Love? Andyet have thefe fo long. 
moy*d my Heart, whillt it baslyen 


heavy and reftiff to lift it ſelf up and+ * 


follow thee, 'O-my: onely Good » 
hence= 


—  —— ——— 
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ledge of mine 
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henceforth for ever make me run like 
the bleſſed Magdalen, without care or 
con{ideration, after the Odowurs of th 
Perfumes. Make it all my pleatureto 
fithours, and wo — nights>weigh- 


ing every Excellency of thine, and 
conſidering how. good it is for all 
Creatures, and particularly for mezthat 
Thou art fo rich in glory,ſofull of per- 
fe&tions ; but above all, how thy ado- 
able Attributes become Thy ſelf, how 
bright and beautifull they fit upon 
Thee. Make me {pendall my forces in 
bleſſing Thee that Thou art ſuch in 
rejoycing at it , in proteſting that 'tis 
all reaſon; all fitneſle, all juſtice it 
ſhould be fo ; that 'tis the blifſe of thy 
Creatures, bur yet a greater good and 
farre more excellent 1n it ſelt. Make 
me vapour away inte Acts and Wills 
to have it ſo ; to render it ſuch ( were 
it not ſoy and in my power to procure 


it ) and that for what it1s to me, but. 


much more for what it isto Thee. 'Bur 


oh for that day » when this know- 
d now childiſh, dark- 


tome paruall, and Sengnatrall Nall 
.. c 
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beturn'd into manly, noon=-like, full 
and clear Viſion. O how unmeaſu- 
rably mult my Loye bethere increas'd, 
where the Obje& cannot fail to deſerve 
infinitely more then I can employ ! yer 
ſhall I then employ infinitely more 
then I can now imagine : and-as the 
degrees of Love are multiplied, the de- 
grees of Joy muſt {t1]] grow higher ; 
and the morethe Joy is, ſo much more 
mult the Love be redoubled : thus rat- 
fing ({H1l one the other , to the very 
breaking in pieces the Adamanrine (1- 
news of my Soul ; whileſt the Object 
ever {tretches by its infinie perfe&tion 
the bounds of a capacity ever yielding 
to embrace it. O how ſhall Icling 
to,and incorporate with him ! not for 
tear of loſing, but for eager defire of 
more enjoying. O how ſhall 1 melr 
into elteemings and praiſings , and 
Loye-breathing Dittyes ! how ſhall I 
ineſſence my ſelf into that Fountain of 
Goodnefle ! Oh come, oh come; that 
happy day : come eyen now- I fear 
neither Hell ner Judgement ; for 1 
know Thou canſt bear no wrath a- 
gainſt 
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gain(t thoſe that love Thee. Come 
then, come while theſe ſweet fighs call 
on Thee : wre(t my ſoul from this load- 
ings this loathſome body: skrew up |. 
even theſe very aſpirations to ſuch a 
pitch, that they become the happy in- 
ftrument to break my heart-{trings 
( thoſe fetters and bonds of my impri- 
ton'd Soul, which keep it from the Cohn 
of my ſo-beloved Spoute and Maſter) 
and fet me at liberty in the cternall 
freedome of thy Palace, and eyerla(t- 
ing glory of thy celettall Preſence. 
Fiat, Fiat-+ 


Reath a while, my Soul, and recall } 
a htrle thy Spirits. This Stwpendis | 
ous Palace of Love ul] deſerves a 
more curious ſearch : *tis not 1m- 
pertinent here to be humbly 1n- 
quifitivee Let's ſee whether there be 
not yet ſome farther ſecret worthy 
our diſcovery. And -behold a Lock 
and little Door. Oh), 'tis Lowes Cab:i- 
et | Certainly He there reſeryes ſome | 
rare Jewel to enrich and adorn thee. | 
Knock, call aloud ; and if he delay to 
open, 
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opens atleaſt peep through the key- 
hole, and tce what's withm. O Glo- 
ry!*tis the very Quinteſſence of Loves 


. ObjeRt. I ſee how , becaufe God 1s 


ſole Ecernall, all things muſt be made 
by Him :andfince nothing can give, 
but what it has, nor make, but what 
it 1s. Ice the whole frame of all that 
1s or can be muſt be in Him ; with all 
their joynts and intriques, wherewtth 
they are intangled 1m their lowing 
from Him. Whence I plainly diſcern 
that by knowing Him, I ſhall know 
all things, and all cauſes of all things 
O vaſt and ſpacious Wiſdome ! O1n- 
credible contenr! For fince my Soul 
15 nothing elſe but a Veſſel and capa» 
city of knowledge, and Thus alone 1s 
the knowledge of all things, by their 
proper Caules too, and thoſe refoly'd 
into theirs, eyen to the yery higheſt 
cauſe ( nor aſcending backwards bur 
beginning at the Spring-head , and 
molt knowing it ; and from it de» 
{cending eyen to the loweſt, the molt 
1mpartible grain of Sand or Duſt: ) 
what can my Sout wiſhimore? what 
can 
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can timagine greater ? Yes, my pro- 
ſpect opens it lelf farther, and I ſee 

at ſince all created things are in 
themſelves diſper''d and multiplied 
with infinite variety » and ſometimes 
incompoſitbility and contradiction , 
but 1n God refin'd and relum'd in- 
toa molt {imple and indiviſible Being; 
they muſt infinitely be better in Him 
then 1n themlelves;& He yet infinitely 
better then they. For as four cannot be 
different from three, but becauſe it has 
tomewhat that three has not ; ſo God 
mult haye ſomething that is not in 
Creatures to be different from them: 
and this being of a higher order and 
more eminent rank, mult of it ſelf be 
better then all they put together, and 
of a far nobler and richer glorious poſ- 
ſeſſion. I ſee yer more , that ſince 
God is cauſe of all other things out of 
Himſelf, He himſelf can have no caule; 
and that they having their being from 
Him, may be and not be, as compol'd 
of being and what ts; only God 
has no ſuch compoſition : wherefore 


- fince He cannot be what #+ without 


be- 
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{eethat all I haye ſaid and can fay, 
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being, He is being without what #5; 

whereas all Creatures Subſtance 1s 

what #, and being an Accident to 
them-Thns I find that God 1s not only 
none of theſe things we ſee,but nothing 
like any of them: of a higher and ſu- 
per-excellent (train, not agreeing with 
them in any name that can figmifie 
Subſtance; infinitely above our utmoſt 
conceptions, incomparably ſublimer, 
nobler » more wonderfull , more de- 
ſerving knowledge, and more ſtirring 
and (training an appetite of it. Be- 
yond all this, I ſeethat God is notſuch 
an Exiſtence and beszg, as we appre- 
hend by this name we giye it, and 
which we exalt above what z by it ; 
but as far retir'd above it, as that's a- 
bove what #. He 1s not a being by 
which a thing is, but a 6ei79 which 1s 
athings a Subſtance. He 1sa being re- 
doubled upoa it ſelf, giving and recei- 
ving being to and from it fel, and yet 
neither ( for this 1s impoſſible ; ) but a 
higher inexpreſſible force, implying 
both without their contradiction. I 


are 
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are _ falyes, not exprelſing, in the 
fmalleft degree, thething which I ſee 
is : andthe more I force my elf to un- 
deritand by = = I am from tt, 
( one abyſſe (tilt callmg wpon ax2- 
_ bk Ic 1s a7". 6 and un- 
ſoundable, but only to God hunlelt. 
O happy darkneſle, if once to become 
lightlſome ! the more hidden thou art 
now, the greater blifſe wilt thou be 
then. Oh that my heavy thoughts had 
the wings ofan Angelto ſoar aloftand 
towre height upon height, nll I came 
within view of theſe cele(tiall Quires ! 
not to diſcern Thee, my dread Lord, 
( for I ſhould be never the nearer ) but 
to quicken my delire » and encreaſe 
my longing. O how fix'd would mine 
eyes ſtare upon Thee , when thou 
ſhouldſt be pleaſ'd to remoye the 


* -skreen of my mortall body, that now 


antercepts the mew of thy glory, and 
demoliſh the ftrong-wall that as yet 
unhappily detains me from thy Pre- 
ſence | 'Methinks 1 fee that no yio- 
lence of nature, no falling weight, no 
beat of forced ſteel, no earth-burſting 
Va- 
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yapours notower-ſhivering thunder, 
or bulwark-toffing mines could ex- 
preſſe the eagerneſſe of my Souls em- 
bracing Thee. Methinks I ſee Eterni- 
ty too ſhort to enjoy Thee in ; and 
Mite my Soul would ſooner wane tv 
nothing, then part from Thee, Me- 
thinks there's no poſſibility of Pleaſure 
whichis not in Thee, nor any out of 
Thee ; no faculty in my Soul to with 
or think of any other thing bur Thee : 
Thee, my onely, my eternall, incom- 
prehen{ble All, my dear,deareſt Lotd, 
and my God. 

If the good God has reſerved for 
his Friends be ſo immenſe, and the 
joy and blifſe xt brings the Soul ſo ex- 


\ tream ; who can doubt but the lofſe 
muſt beproportionable, and the grief 


and anguiſh of miſſing it be meaſured 
by the ſame weights 2 what then muſt 
thou do, my poor Soul, wavering yet 
betwixt hope and fear of theſe ſo im- 
portant contraryes ? what muſt thou 
do to aflure thy chief intereſt , and 
make thy ſelf ſecure Miſtrefle of ſo 
great ſo glorious pretenſions ? Perad- 

Ven- 
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venture, ſpend thy time in wiſhes and 
flaſhing thoughts, like the Northern 
Fire-drakes, or the lightning breath- 
1ngs of fair Sommer nights, which but 
vent their own heat without firing a- 
ny thing. Noz no; theſe goadspierce 
too deep tobe contented with pallia- 
ting and {uperhciall remedies. Adieu 
then thoſe ſocharming warbles of Fa- 
ther, Friend , Spouſe , another elf, 
and whateyer clie the Wit of Man, 
or eyen the Spirit of God has in- 
vented to tickle materiall fancy and 
to revive Tarat=nteliz'd Souls. Theſe 
are Milk for beginners; Lenitives to 
take away the angrineſle of their fe- 
ſtring hearts, when they firlt tear off. 
from worldly toyes; Metaphoricall 
expreſſions, which have no proper and 


ſolid R_—_ to feed the truth-hun=- | 
gry mind, TheaffeQions growing out 
of theſe are grounded upon love to 
our ſelyes ; even then when we wiſh 
more good to another then to our 
ſelves; eyen when in compariſon we 
wiſh harm to our ſelves. But, that 
God 1s our Good and finall End, 1s as 
rrue 
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true as that He is our Maker: and the | . 

yery Eflence of our Soul 1s nottung elfe 

but a piire capacity and emptineſle of 
Him ; all its ſtrength by nature or 
grace, nothing but an inclination to 

apply it ſelf ro Himzand be repleniſhed 
by Him. Here all the finews of na- 
ture arerack't to their height - tothis 
the Soul's more ſtrongly bent then to 
its own being ; ſince we fee our 
thoughts-ere firſt driven outwardszand 
from the Obje&s return to make us: 
refle&t on our ſelyes; only at this Ob- 
ject we aim not tomake it ours, but 
to make us its. All other knowledges 
are but as it were divers figurations 
and diſpoſitions of our Soul : this is an 
adhering and union of our Soutto an- 
other thing. All Ends are Maſters of 
our wills ( as far as they are Ends )the 
Medium's only maſter'd by us; the laſt 
End' therefore mult: be the abfolute 
commander and forcer of the yery E1- 
ſence of our Will. And as the baſs 
of a Statue ( had it an appetite propor- 
tion'd to its nature ) would not wiſh 

to be aboye, but to lye under and ſup- 


-.. part 
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port the Statue'; or as the motion and 
wy a form and term would 
wiſh to periſh, in bringing the thing 
alter'd or moy'd to that (tate whereto 
ns Eflence umployes its ſeryice: ſo our 
Soul, rightly afteRted,can wiſh no o- 
ther then to be moſt ſubject, moſt con- 
formable, and moſt entirely fitted to 
Kslaſt End. That then;my Soul,;which 
thou haſt to dos 1s ( in the greateſt 
peace and diſcretion and quiet of thy 
Heart ) to caſt about and ſeriouſly 
conſider in what courſe: of Jife ( all 
things maturely ponder'd ) thou art 
likeheſft to cultivate and improve thy 
ſelfbeſt, andrender thy thoughts mott 
apprehenſive of this only, this eternall 
Good : which having once found , 
with thy whole ſtrength, wh the neg- 
Ie& of all other things( as far as they 
avail not.to this ) be ſure to proſecute 
vigorouſly, never fitting down, or ſo 
much aslooking back ; and 1n all con- 
. fiderable a&tions ( eyerrin this choſen 
way ) {till haye a pure eye open todti- 
ſcern what moſt conduces to this 9-- 
ly neceſſary workzor lealt deyaates thee 
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O Gregory Lopez » Thoyx ( after 
the Apoſtles) anparallelPd Maſter of 
Chriſtian life\ who will give me that 
prodigious wuheard-of conftancy of 
thine, in every breathyfor mpneths 
and yeares, continually to fix my 
thonghts npon this main ain of mv 
being; till I had made nt hard and al- 
moſt impoſſible for me toreſfrainthem 


from it ? But fince this 1s more Ans 


gelicall the» Humaney obtain me 
graceyat leaſt, from our Generall(#hy 
emmediate Maſter) every day to ſpend 
ſome competent ſpace xl timey infra- 
ming 4 lively view of this Great truth, 
and ſettling a ſtrong reſolution to 
continue m it for ever. Still may T 
ſtrive by the following Att to ſur- 
paſſe the precedent, as thou didſt : ſtill 
may I purſue the perfett Conquest of 
my ſelf , till there remain in me 10 
affettion able to ſhew its head, nopaſ=- 
ſion daring to rebell againſt this hea- 
ven-born Principle; but it become ſole 
Lord. and abſolute poſſeſſour of my 
Soul, as it was of thine, Then ſhall 
I not fear to ſug a happy Nunc di- 
2 mutt1s, 
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mittis, whey ere our juſt and glorio's 
Fudge ſhall ſend His warning rod, 
to cite me to that great to weak 
meny but no \ecret to [uch piercin 

ſpirits asthine ; who eajojeds a high 
noon-day i» this world ,to break into 
a ſeven-fold light, when the wel- 
come hand of death drew the thin and 
already half-tranſparent curtain of 
thy mortality. Armen» 


| 165 
OI ILARKAALERA ALS K 4 


A 
DESCANT 
ON THE 
Prayer 1n the GARDEN, 


9 Btain for me, ye beloved 
8 Diſciples of our L o RD 
| Peter, James, and Johns 
& you happy favourites of the 

—_— World's Redeemer, who 
Ly eſpcciall prerogative of love are (ll 
Ictin to his greatelt ſecrets, obtain for 
me permiſſion to wait on you into the 
Gaiden of Get hſemani, and with an 
humble ſilence to obſerve what paſles 
there. Grief has already, I lee, fe1z'd 
on your' hearts, and 1aifing drowſic 
humours into your heads , may ſud- 
dainly perhaps ſurpriſe your eyes,and 
ſeal them up in their own tears. My 
hearts too {tony to admit fo deep an 
impreſſion, my head too full of vanity, 


to be opprelt with ſo rationall, ſo re- 
i ligi- 
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kgjous a ſadaeſs: le watch and try to 
improve my kevity into yertue , whilſt 
yourclieye your forrows with the ſhort 
comfort of an hour's repoſe. 

But while I ſpeak, bchold my Lord 
whirl'd away by the yehemency of his 
Spirit, like a ſhip rent from its ſhoar 
and anchors, with a ſtrong and ſud- 
dain tempeſt : Behold himcaſt on the 
ground, his knees bent, his eyes o're- 


flown his hands (tretch'd up rowards : 


heayen,all cover'd with gloomy clouds 
and darknefſe, his heart (woln, his 
ps ready to break 1nto ſome loud and 
dolefull complaint againſt mans 1n- 
gratitude. Oh,myLord!whar means this 
unuſuall Rrife & contention in thy own 
breſt ? Thou wept'{t indeed o're Ferx- 
fſatlem, and the pious Magdalen drew 
tears from thy eycs, but there was no 
tuch aftoniſhmeanr as this. Thou diſ- 
courſed(t of thy Paſhon in Mount 


7 haber, but with a glory that raviſht 


the hearts of all that beheld it, and re- 
ceiv'd from Heaven it ſelf an atteſtati- 
on of thy Ecernall Father. Often ha{i 
thou profeſt a great deſire to ſee this 

houre> 
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houre , often complain'd that the time 
was ſo long deferr'd; and w hen thou 
cam't this laſt voyage towards the 
Town, thou rant with fo quick 
a courage, that thy ſwiftelt followers 
coald not equall thy pace. . And now 
thou art arrived at the place of thy 
wiſhes, and the day thou haſt ſo impa- 
tiently expeRed approches 'neer : hor- 
rour {eizes thee, grict furrounds.thee, 
cold and ftupifying fears oppreſle thee, 
and that ftrong and relolute heart 
ſeems wholly o*:;ecom? with the appre= 
henfton of this fad Tragedy. Art thou 


_ daunted at the fight of danger? 1s the 


face of D:ath fo frightfull ro thee? O 
no : butthy kind Fu 13 to be ternpt- 
ed.in all things without fins thar we 
may be comforted in the faintings and 
tremblings of our heart. To fear, tobe 
26j pine to grievey 18 an imperfettion 
and weaknefle in humane natures 
which might,and therefore ought to be 
aſlurn'd for our falyation and examples * 
that we may learn of theethis great & 
difficult lefſon , how to comport our 
ſelves at the fu// tide of anguiſh and 
wioulations H 4 Bur. 
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But-now the trembling aire warns 
us of ſome ringing cry that's treaming 
towards oureares. Fat her let this cup 
paſſe from me. O my God, my Crea- 
tour, my hopcy ard authour of all my 
good, to thee it 15 he addiefles his pe- 
utio!1, before thee and thy mercitull 
eyes he humoly unbinds and laycs o- 
pen all his woundstoo deep to be cur*d 
by any but thy almighty hand, too 
near his heartto find remedy, but from 
him who 1s 1n the centre of his heart, 
the only ſearcher and perfe& healer of 
all hearts. Hear him , moſt gracious 
and bounrifull God, hear him, who fo 
ju{tly calls thee Father. Remember *as 
e whom thou doſt cas wang and e- 
rernally generate-Remember that Soul- 
raviſhing delight of God and- Man 
wherewnh thou art his Beginner. Re- 
member thy Divinity 1s as truly and 
fully his asthine : chou haſt it butto 
give, and *cis his to receive. Remem- 
ber heis that right hand with which 
thou twice did(t (trike the barren rock 
of Nothing and the plentzfull foun- 
tain of All things guſhed out, wy -4 

xc 
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freſh the deſart of thine cleft. Re- 
member he 1s the light of thy eyes that 
pure eternall light that riſes hand thy 
own bright boſome, and ſhines perpe- 
tially in thy glorious Preſence. | 
Nor can(t thou alledge the cxorb1- 
tancy of this requeſt, ro juſtifiethe un- 
kindnefle of thy retulall. 'He asks-not 
a Hecatombe of men and Angels to be 
offer*d in facrifice to his great name z 
which yet thy Juſtice could not deny 
the Dignity of his Perſon-He demands 
not that the world's fabrick ſhould 
crack, and its ſinewes be ftrain'd 1n 
pieces to change all Fates and Dettt- 
nyes tor his pleaſure ; yet were not this 
toogreat a boldneſlſe tor him that ſup- 
ports their poiſe with his power, and 
cements them togethes with his wil- 
dome. He pretends not to honour , 
wealth or long life; yet all theſe thou 
beſtowed{t on Solomon, as a yolunta- 
ry exceſle of thy bounty, and ſupere- 
rogation to what he ask*c thee;and be- 
hold a greater then S!/om07 1s here. 
He ſeeks notthe bloud of his Enemies, 
11 reyenge of their unjult and nialici- 
- Wy» ous: 
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ous perſecution : his prayers are con- 
find to his own afflicted perton for 
one poor hfe he offers up all his ſighs, 
all his teares ; nay, not ſo miuchsfor the 
only deterring of death ; andf that be 
yct too high, he humbles his petition to 
this low requeſt, only a lefle cruell, a 
lefle intolerabl: death, not a whole de- 
luge of bitrernefley not all the torments 
aud aftronts that a curted ſynagogue of 
deiperate Hypocrites could maliciouſly 
tuggeſtzor an enraged rabble of a de- 
bauch*d and infolent multitude furt- 
oully execute. Can there be a more rea- 
{onabledefire ? a more cleer and con- 
fident ſubje& of hope ? can there be a 
more unquettionable plea ? a more y1- 
olent and enforcing cry to heaven ? 
And hark how it tears us way 
threugh the ſhiver*d Elements 1n thotc 
firong and piercing words; Allthings 
are poſſible to Thee. Excule not thy 
ſelf; lay not the faulr on others ; ſay 
not *tis the wicked Judas - betrayed 
him, when Thy own hands deliver'd 
bumto his Enemie. Say not the hearts 


of the Jewes are hard» finceaf thou 


plca- 


——_ 
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wee thy Grace can inſtantly mol- 
fie them Say not Herod 1s a proud 
and libertine King, P:/ate an unbehe- 
ving Pagan, whoſe fear of Ceſar was 
above his love af 667 for the hearts 
of Kings are in thy hand , and oxtr of 
ſtones thou art able to make ſtart 42 
Sons of Abraham, Andthough the dif- 
mall houre be come, and the King- 
dome of darknefle encroach upon thy 
confines ; yet haſt thou more they 
twelve legions of Angels,to counter- 
wand the courle of time, and ſ-qurge 
the powers of Hell. Since then all 
things are thus at thy diſpoſe,- fee how 
heconjuresthy Almighty compaſſion. 
If it be poſſe le, let this Cup Fi 
from me- Ne that can command thy 
whole power, fummons 1t all to his 
affiftance: He whoſe abſolute will 1s. 
abſolutely irref{table, with his whole 
ftrength and utmoſt afte&tions ſoli- 
cies thy Omniporency to refcye hith 
from this diſmall period. Behold this 
meek- arid humble heart ſwoln gh. 
with fighs, and running over withthe _ 
vehemency of his paſſions; Behold thy. 
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own thoughts divided, betwixt grant- 
ing what ſeems ſounjult in it ſelf, and 
denying whar 1s ſo neceſlary to us, 
the finall ſentence of death againſt an 
Innocent : if thou yieldett to his deli- 
yerance, Mankind is. unayoidably ru- 


- in'd forever;it thou refuſetxhou ſeem- 


elt to deſtroy at once all the hopes that 
even Angels & Seraphimnzs can pretend 
to have their prayers admitted , ſince 
thou declin*ſt to. hear the voice of thy 
Son, thy beloved, eternall and onely 
SON» 

The afflicted Father in the Goſpel 
ſoon received his chearfull diſpatchat hy 
Son ts well. The importune Cananc- 
&n tor a confident anſwer was.doubly 
recompenc*d, both with the commen= 
dationzandfruit ofher taith;her Daugh- 
ters recovery» The mourning Siſters 


of Lazarus, by once repeating this 


fhort Charm thy friend i ich, 
drew this thy Son into the mid(t of 
bis Enemies» who watch'd continu- 
ally all occaſions toopprefle him : and 


with oneſorrowfull caſt of their eyes, 
- moy*d in.his. heart ſo deep a compaſi- 


Ons, 
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en,that immediately he: broke the fet- 
ters of death, and opened the priſon of 
the Grave to reſtore them ther loſt 
Brother, whom they only wiſht for, 
and barely repreſented their conditions 
not thinking it neceſſary to ask any 
thing in direc terms of 1o noble a Be- 
nefa&tour- And yet ( O Father of pi- 
ty ) He told us he did nothing but 
what he ſaw thee do before him-Where 
1s then the God of El: as? are thy bow- 
els of mercy petrifyed into Adamant ? 
are the eternall ſprings of Libanus 
dryed up ? are the Heavens become of 
Iron, that no drop of dew can diſtill 
down to refreſh a, languiſhing Soul ? 
Ono; *tisonly to. ſet before our eyes 
2 glorious leſſon of perfect patience 
for us to copy out and. be happy :. for, 
theugh thou killeft himy [till will he 
hope n thee, (till cxy and call on this 
{ſweet Perſecuter to death. Bend but 
thine eare to thoſe ſacred words he 
ſpeaks,./Not my will but thine be ful- 

lled. True t1s my Gods thou art the 
Authour and Conlerver, the abſolute 
& ſupreme Govyernour of all Things ; 


and _ | 


| 
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and therefore *tis juſt and neceſſary all 
cieared wills be lubje& to thy domini- 


- on- But whence comes it ( my deareſt 


Lord ) that thoſe, whom thou ſcour- 
eſt withgreatelt everity, are moſt o- 
dient to thy commands? Theare thy 
ſervant Job ( the livelicſt pattern of 
this thy afflicted Son ) cry from the 
Gepth of his Soul, Who may have > 
much favour with God to obtain for 
2me, tha: he will be pleaſed to looſe his 
hand and cat me offylett I fall imto im- 
patiencey. and contraditt the judge- 
ments of the moſt holy ? For my fleſh ts 
not of beats, and I extreamly appre- 
hen wy} weakneſſe. Yet was he butan 
imperfect draught of nh. wg Sample 
of miſery, wholly wrought over and 
throughby the ſharp needles of all forts 
of affliction : from whom we hear no 
fuch feares, no ſuch complaints ; but 
a ftrong and generous denial] of him- 
felt; abridg'd ito this ſhort and cordi- 
all proteftation , T hy will be gore. 
Ah,tweetS AV TOA R\ doesnot 
the exceſle of thy griefs diſturb a httle 
thy memory ? haſt thou nan: - - 
ys  fec- 
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fle&ted on the force and conſequence 
ot thole (trange engaging words ? Let 
me repretent tothee the meaning of thy 
tevere-Father, and in lis own threat- 
ming expreflions, which thou wilt ſoon 
find to te too rigourous truth. ' 1 have 
prepat'd Clubs and Lanterns, Sould1- 
ersand Officers,the flatterers of thy e- 
nemies5to lay hands on thee,and with 
loud cryes and icorns carry thee to the 
City of feruſalem: Feruſalemy where 
thy Muacles haye rendred thee fo fa 
mous; Jernſalem, where thou ſo late- 
ly entred(t with loud acclamations of 
Joy and Trumph-. T hy will be done] 
have prepar*'d Judges of all forts, 
Priciis and Dives and. Rehgious 
men, that daily nunxtter at the - holy 
Altar,grave and tolemn pertons,high- 
ly efteem'd upon the opmian of their 
extraordinary prty and learnings to 
diſcredit and accule thee : Kings and 
Preſidents, Jewes and Gentiles, and 
an infinite multitude of people, aftem- 
bled at this great Feaft to fcorn 'and 
condemn thee. T hy will be done. Þ 
hayc prepar'd Whips and — 

and. 
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and Buffets and Thorns to afflict thee: 
Fools coats and a mock-Purple, and 
the ridiculous Sceptre of a Reed to vi- 
lite and abuſe thee; a heavy Crofle 
and tearing Nailesz unmercifull Hands 
and ingrazefull Hearts to rorment and 
affront thee. T by will be done. T have 
repar*d a Murtherer to ce preferr*d 
Lee thee, to be begg*d 1n thy place by 
thy beloved people, on whom thou haft 
fpent thy life ; two other Theeves for 
thy Companions and fellow-Sufferet s, 
and a ſhamefull Title of Treaſon to 
be impos'd on thy Croffe- T hy will be 
done. 1 have prepar'd multitudes of 
ſtrangers to ſtand by unconcern'd, 
and with dry eyes behold all thy miſe- 
ryes, and tel] the whole world thy 
ſeeming crimes : nay I have found thee 
\ Outa 7#das amongit thy own Dilci- 
plesto betray thze with the baſe 
criſy of a Kifle; the belt of them-tg deny 
thee, all to forſakethee,and even now 
thy three choice friends lye {leeping by 
thee, little ſolicitous of their own duty 
| to theeg or thy Suffrings for them. Thy 
' well be done. I have prepai'd oe 2 
| | e=- 
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. defolate Mother to Rand at the foot 


of thy Crofle, and affii&t thy departing 
Soul withthe f5ght of her grief, and the 
diſconſolate condition thou  leavelt 
herin: and above all ( to verifhe thy 
prophelied title, of ſar of Sorrowes ) 
I will be a rigid and aultere Father to 
thee, abandoning thee into the hands 
of the powers of darkneſſes and ttrictly 
charging them not to {paie lo mych as 
thy lite's laſt breath. Even ſos 7 by will 
be done, not mine. ; 

O invincible courage ! O admirable 
fortitude! which ze:t her life nor death » 
nor things preſent, nor to come, nor 
feares» nor torm2nts can ſhake or 
ſtirre one inch from ts ſertled refolu- 
tion. Pardon me, my Ghar SAvI- 
OUR) I canhot weep, 1 cannot pity 
thy Sufferings, nor contain my heart 
from ſinging Allelxia,in the mid(t of 
the (trongeſt throes and buterelt pangs 
of thy Agony : For this one at makes 
thee more happy, more amiable, more 
glonous, then all the world can give, 
then all thy miracles can delerve. Not 


Mount I habor's glorymnot Palm-ſmn- 


daye's 
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day's acclamations, not the true and 
hearty praiſes of the people fed with 


thy bread, and reſoly'd to force thee to | 


be their King ; not the Wiſdome 
to confure thy adverſaries, not the 
Power to changezat pleaſurezthe courſe 
of Nature; no, notthe ſitting at the 
right hand of thy ecternall Father, to 
command the Vertues of the Heavens, 
& ablolurely govern the Fates of Men 
and Angels, can render thee fo rich & 
conteated in thy ſelf, fo beautifull and 
adorable to the redeemed by thy Crols, 
_ ns this immoyable Conſtancy, this ad- 
mirable Refignation,chis unparalicl]'d 
Tranquility and eyennefte of Mind. 
" But beware, my Soul, thou bzelt not 
miſtaken; for his words import that his 
will be not fulfill'd : it 1s nor then His 
will thats ſo conſtant and fixt: yet 
His it 1s; for were it His Fathers will, 
by which he ſpeaks,he could not call it 
thine; fince he that ſpeaks 1s to him- 
felf 1,and not thox, and the will by 
which he delivers his Speech, mize and 
not th ze. Burt how then can he fay 
not mines of that which he will have 
done ? 
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done ? *Tis therefore Hz; and more 
his, then what he calls his: yet he' calls 
x ot His,and the oppoſite His. And 
were it not His, it would do us no 

ood, for whom he does what he does. 
For we have allo contrary wills; and 
yet we have not two wills, following 
wo natures, as he had : therefore even 
11 him, theſe two wills , with one 


whereof he ſpeaks and concerning the 
"other » are both of his humane na- 


ture; that by them we might curethe 
contrariety we find in ours: Why 
then 1s one of them his, the other his 
Fathers ? why ? if not becauſethe one 
he had from infirmity, the other from 
{trength;the one from fleſh and blood, 
the other from heavenly mfpirations : 
What proceeds from weakneſle, from 
defect, from the odour of nothing 1s - 
our own 3 but what comes from yertue, 
from ſtrength, from Being, al that 1s 
Gods) and to be acknowledged torally: 
from him, as Beginner and PerfeCter 

of all things. OS 
But 1s + cM no remedy for this di- 
ſtreſſed Soul? mult he alone tread the 
| Wine- 
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winepreſle of ſour grapes, alone drink 
of this bitter Cp ? Ah ! deareſt S A- 


V [ OH Rileave no means unattempt-: 


ed that poſſibly may bring thee at lea(t 
ſome ſmall refreſhment: ariſe and try 
whether thy old friends can afford thee 
any comfort ; thoſe who were ſo de- 
lighted with thy glory on Mount T ha- 
bor 3 who ſung {o- cheei fully but five 
dayes (ince at thy triumphant entrance 
into Feruſalem ; who yalt now 1o- 
lemnly proteſted thex readinefſe to die 
with thee. Alas! they are all aſleep; 
fo fait, ſo dead aſleep, that neither chi- 
ding, nor ſhame, nor.compaſſion on 
their dear Maſters deſolate condition 
can awake themyto ſay ſo much as one 
ſhort prayer for themſelves. O weak 
foundation of humane Friendſhip'un- 
happy and already deceiy'd is he that 
tulds on fo falſe a bottome : how 
farre better is it to truſt in God then 
Man » in the Maker of Princes then 
the mouldring hazd-wotk ? O 1l1-re- 
uited Maſter ? is this the ftuit of all 
thy teachings? is this the reward for 
all thy was: 1s this the profir w"_ 
LNOLE 
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thoſe Rtupendious wonders thou halt 
done before them? At leaſt Judas was 


tempted by the gliſtering ſhine of fl- 


ver, that dazzles the eyes of all.the 
world ; he was exaſperated by the lofle 
of the price of the Ointmenty and by 
the publick reproach of his treaſon : 
whereas thele thy beloved,thy cheriſh- 
ed Diſciples, have no plea to excuſe 
them but their dulneſfſe but their cold- 
nefſe and want of loveto their Maſter. 
Though Earth fail, Heaven may be 
true.Renew thy complaints,and ler the 
feryour of thy prayers mel: thoſe azure 
floors the Angels tread- And already 
behold a bright and ſuddain dawnin 
from the Eaſt, and the viſible ſhape © 
a heavenly Meſſenger. Come down 
thou long expeted Embaſſadour of 
peate, and fill this horrid defart with 
the charming muſick of thy celeſtial 
voice» But oh ! he (tayecs at the gates 
of heaven , and onely looks down 
afarre off, as if earth now were become 
an abomination, and unworthy to be 
approacht by ſan&ifed perſons : no 
glory to Godzno peace to Menno har- 


Mmoni- 
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mon1ous note, not ſo muchas a cup of 


cold water to refreſh the fainting | 


bowels of this afflicted Sufferer. O 
{range mutation | how undutifull a 
drfobedience 1s this, in reſpect of the 
oblequious ſervice tender'd him at his 
baptitme? Are heavenly afteCtions ſub- 
2M to change? do Starresencrealt and 
wane like {ublunary meteors? O no: 
gladly would this. Spirit of happineſſe 
ttoop low as Earth, to raiſe the head, 
' and ſupport the weak members of his 
Lord : but that ſevere Fathers com- 
 mands, and narrow limited permiſſi- 
ons allow onely fo farre to reheve the 
opprefled heart, that it may be able to 
drink up the yery dregs of that bitter 
otion he has- temper'd for him. O 
aven, now more cruell then Earth ! 
which charitably upifies the ſenſe,and 
takes away the pain by encreaſing the 
torment 3 whuilit tyrannicall hea- 
ven {ends freſh ſupplies of ſtrength, 
onely to heap on a greater load of 
prick. 
O my dear Lord, all thy troubled 


thoughts ſeem'd wholly reſtored to 


their 
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their uſuall calmneſſe; and, by that 


| noble a& of Reſignation, all thy affe- 


&ions ran ſmoothly in their own 
channels: but now again the ſtorm 18 
raiſed, and louder and fiercer then be- 
fore. See how tt beats againſt that 
ſtrong barrier of T hy will be done. See 
how the broken waves return with 
doubled fury to invade this Rock of 
patience, whoſe firmneſle; the more vyi- 
olently it is afſaulted;the more fteddily 
'ns fixty and his prayer more extended 
to his eternall Father. Hear him, hear 
him, fountain of Pitty ; if nor for thy 
own goodiefle, if not for reſpec to 
him at leaft that we may be encou- 
__ to-call ory theegthat we may hope 
to be heard by thee. Thou inviteſt us 
ro come to thee, ſhallthis be our enter- 
tainment ? thou chid'lt us for aching 
nothing in thy SON'S name, 
ſhur'lt thine cates'againft His ydicez 
begging for his own Soul- Undurifull 
and wicked Rewber, that had abon- 
nably defil'd his Fathers bed, found 
compaſſion for his lictle Brother, ſee-* 
ing the anguiſh of his heart, when he 


ame 
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humbled himſelf before them, and 
| after reproacht his brethren, that his 
life was juſtly demanded art their 
hands ; and will not the cry of this 
innocent Abe/'s bloud reach up to 
heavens and mollifie the rigidneſle of 
thoſe ſevere decrees ? 

But whither am I {traid ? here on 
earth 1s ſujet enough to require my 
Whole application. Behold how his 
bloud boyles in his veins; his fleſh 

rows red and {wells all or'e his body; 

S finews and arteries ſtretch, as on a 
rack ; the pores of his skin open like a 
five ; and, in a moment» more foun- 
tains then feed the Ocean, break from 
this ſource of miſery. What's this I ſee 
. onthat mas vilage? not cry- 
ſtall teares, not a gentle and trickling 
dew, bur whole =_ of ruddy and 


Ee. 


blackiſh fweat. Wo 1s me, they are | 
Bed 


Ted and knotty berries of bloud : 
Unfortunate fruit of this fair Tree. 
Phyſicians and Naturaliſts , you ſay 
thick humours cannot be purg'd- by 
tranſpiration ; ſtudy me then how this 
is come to paſſe. O the moſt bennpul 
an 
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and gracious wagng a ſons of men ! 
Was it for this thy body was fitted to 
thee of Virgin-bloud,untoucht by men 
and Angels? Was it for this thou wert 
' | made the Top and Crown of Man- 
' | kinde ; thy ſenſes the molt quick and 
| delicate that could be ſifted from the 
fineſt duſt of Adam ? Was itfor this 
thou wert nurft by the pureſt of Wo- 
men, and carried in the hands of An- 
gels » leſt thou ſhouldſt at any time 
offend thy tender feet ? Were all 
Thee = _ m all theſe _ 
$ beſtowed, onely to prepare thee 
a body for the rack ; a ſubject topra- 
Aiſe on a thouland intolerable aft- 
fronts ; a perſon to be made the unpa» 
rallelld example of prodigious calami- 
ties ? Such ought the Lams to be that's 
bronghttothe Altar for ſacrifice, wirh- 
ont blemiſh, wit hout ſpot. A juſt and 
reaſonable Law, but here too ſeverely 
interpreted) too cruelly applied. 

O unfortunate Adam ! now the 
efte&s of thy fond diſobedienceare be- 
come too ſadly evident; now thouart 
cleerly convinc'd the unnaturall mur- 

| I therer 


" T86 A DPeſcant onthe 

+ thererof thy Poſterity ; now that mor- 
tall wound thou gaveſt mankinde is 
rendred incurable.Rife upywith all th 
numerous children about thee, whole 
repentance expects a blefled cternity : 
force the gates of Limbo with your 
ſighs, ind let your ſtrong groans tear 
the bowels of the earth ; that openin 
a wide paſſage towards heayens _ 


this Garden, fruitfull in miſeries, your | 


cries and exclamations may be heard. 
Proteſt to God,and Angels,and Men, 
and all creatures, that Hell is too gen- 
tle a pains eternity too ſhort a time to 
uniſh your miſdemeanours. Let the 
Devils inyent ſome more exquiſite-tor- 
ture then their wits and malice haye 
yet deyis'd, and (tretch the meaſure of 
time beyond infinity,that you may pay 
your debts, and diſ-engage this imma- 
culate Lamb of God, this ineſtimable 
pearl of the Deity. Conteſt the Judge 
of righteouſneſle to lay the puniſh- 
ment where he findes the fault; charge 
him with his word,that 'cis not his part 
to chaſtiſe the innocent with the wic- 
kedzbut every one bear his own oh 
EF Nene 
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then. But why do Icry and murmure? 


 T hear my complaints contradited by 
- Him they molt concern: I hear him, 


in that weak yoice 1s left him, humbly 
ſay» How then (hall the Scripture be 
fulfilled ? My Father has promis'd, 
can hedeny himſelf? my Father 1s all 


Truthdare I offer to falfifie his Word? 


my Father- is eſſentially Goodnefle, _ 


\ can I make him go lefſe ? Noy no, let 


us march on confidently towards my 
Paſſion, for behold him at hand who 
& to betray me. 

And now,my Soul, Thou who hat 
been a witnefle of this great ſpeRaclez 
a"ſearcher of this profound myſtery : 
Thou who haſt difcoyer'd the ſource 
of this impenetrable ſecret, and know- 
elt God had no need of us, took nor - 
our nature on him to pleaſe himſelf;bur 


we, and]T in particular, werethe chief 


mark he aim'd at, and all theſe excefles - 
and heights of incomparable goodneſs 


- contriv'd to exalt our affections to- 


wards him ; nor this,becauſe our loves 
refreſh or better himzbut purely for this 
ſole motive, thatthey are our goodzand 

cons 
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contain 1n them our eternall feliciry : 
If thou art ableto look at fo glorious 
a light, to balance {o. great a weightxo 
judge of and yalue ſoinfhnite a Cha- 
rity.; tell me what I havetodo. After 
this can I love any thing but my 
Lord JE sus CHRisrm? can 
] love any thing but the Love of 
my blefled Saviour ? Father 
and Mother , Brothets and Siſters, 
Kinsfolk and Friends, what is't you 
have done forme > what goods haye 
you wiſht me > what wiſhes can you 
make to deſerye the lea(t ſhare in my 
AﬀeRion ? Health and Pleaſure , 
Riches and Honour » what charmes 
have you comparable to this raviſh- 
ing obje& of loye ? dull and flcet- 
ing appearances, take away your de- 

flatteries- Turn thou thy face 
to me, ſweet J= $u s , that I may 
every day {till more and more under- 
ftand and admire thy loye : Make 
it the buſinefle and delight of my lite 
to ſtudy bow much thou loveſt me: 


Set me in ſolitude to confder thy | 


works upon mes to repeat thy _ 
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fits to me : Let nothing but deſires 
and affections towards thee . enter- 
tain my thoughts, nothing but rains 
and tunes of thy Bounty and Good- 
nefſe ſound in my Eares. 


The End. 
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e I 15. lineult. for ſet ſet, read 
ones. P+ 1-326 1,1, raed read 
riſheſt. 
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The STATIONER to 
' the READER, 


nHougch the equality and ſtrength 
| T not \ <f git ron ry 4 which 
evidently ſhines in what ever pro- 
ceeds from the prodigious Br ain, will 
[nfficrently ſecare all conſidering per- 
ſons ( that 15,all that deſerve to read. 
him ) againſt miſtaking for His any 
of t hoſe leſſe generons Iſſues, born fre: 
wently into the world of Parems 
Dwar's with the Jane name * yet 
aſwell to render that ſecurity. both 
wore eafie-and univerſally. as readily 
i addreſſe thoſe, whom a hatgy fa- 
wiliarity with this tempting Branc 
have rais'd tothe ambition of 4 
farther acquaint ance with the 1u> 
merons reſt of its Family and Blond. 
( bya Sngnutar prerogativerall perfelt-. 
fy agreeing toget her, all worthy ſuch 
' a Father ) [ havethought it a duty 
of civill Charity toſubjoin this Cata-. 
lague, which both 'the learned and. 
| druont World longs ad hopes toſee 
wich enlarg'e LIIVE 
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